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Former President Nixon
successtully beat back White
House efforts to have him
make a full and reveahng
statement of his role in the
Watergate affair in conjunc-
tion with his pardon, a relia-

hle source disclosed yester-
day.

Accordmd 1o the source,
Mr. Nxxon was asked by
President Ford’s lawyers to
make what the former Pres-
ident regarded as ‘“‘a public
confession . of  criminal
guilt.” He angrily refused,
and subsequent negotiations
between , the two camps
caused a delay in reaching
an agreement on the eventu-
al pardon.
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Not until late Satuldav
night, after President Ford’s
representative, Benton L .
Becker, a lawyer, had re-
turned to Washington from
two days of meetings here,
was the conflict resolved in
a series of telephone calls,
according to a long-time as-
sociate of Mr. Nixon.

The former President’s
statement of gratitude for
Mr. Ford’s “compassionate
act,” although more forth-
right than any he had made
previously concerning his in- -
volvement in the Watergate
scandal, was described asa
compromise  considerably
less contrite than Mr. Ford®s
lawyers had originally
sought. Mr. Nixon, although
acknowledging that “I was .
wrong,” did not admit to
any criminal acts..

The negotiations at the
Casa Pacifica over the pres-

changqé, but the final result
was = a.. compromise,

advisers had hoped for but
going beyond what Ziegler
had asked. Earlier, the

White House lawyers had.

- statement of WMr.

idential pardon, Mr. Nixon’s
White House documents and
tapes and the statement to
. be issued by him, following
a week of preliminary
soundings in- Washmgton
began, Thur sd‘?r %1§ht when
Becker arrived at the near-
by El Toro MarmeALrBase
aboard an Air Force. plane
and .checked in' at the San
Clemente Inn, a short dis-
tance' from the Nixon resi-
dence. Waiting for him was
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lawyer; Herbert J. Miller Jr.'
A»C(:Ol‘dll’l“ to the leon

friend Who described what '
he called “the sticky situa-
over how Mr. Nixon -

tion”
would respond to the “free,
full and absolute pardon,”
Becker brought with him a
rough draft of what the
White House would like to
have Mr. Nixon say.

Philip W. Buchen, chlef
White House counsel forMI;
Ford, had instructed Becker
to explain that a revealing
Nixon’s
Watergate role was essén-
tial, dncluding an acknovvl—
edgment of responsibility for
the scandal.

Only in this manner, Mr.
Nixon and his assistants
were ‘told, could Mr. Ford’s
actlom be justified. Nothing
less, it was added, would
satisty and protect members
of Congress, particularly Re-,
publicans up for re-election,
who had voted for Mr. Nix-
on’s impeachment on the
House Judiciary Comnnttee
or had been prepared to sup-
port ‘the committee’s im-
peac hment b111 on the House
floor.”

The miorman’c,' wh’o has

visited Mr. Nixon at the
Casa Pacifica several times
since Mr. Nixon's arrival a
month ago, said the White
House representatives pro-
posal for “a frank statemer}t
of involvement and contri-
tion’’ resulted from consulta-
tions that Buchen 1n1tated

at M. Ford’s duectmn on
August 30. These included
advice from the special Wa-
tergate prosecutor, Jeon Ja-

. worski, and Justice Depart-

- ment officials. In Washing-

ton, Jaworski said he had
not been consulted about the
pardon, onlv about how
much time might elapse be-
fore:Hr. Nixon might be as-
sured of a fair trial, if in-
dicted.

However, Becker in-.
formed Mr. Nixon and Mill-
er that Mr. Nixon ‘very
likely would be indicted” if.
no immediate pardon were
forthcoming.

The question over Mr.
Nixon’s statement arose al--
most at the outset when the,
lawyers began their confer-
ence at the Casa Pacifica at
9:30 a:m. Thursday,y with
Ronald' L. Ziegler, ativiser
and former White Hcuse
press chief for I¥ixon, partic-
ipating. & SEP

Ziegler’s concern over the
depth  and detail of what
Buchen wanted Mr. Nixon to
say about the criminal as-
pects of Watergate brought
Mr. Nixon ‘into the confer-
ence for more than an hour.

Mr. Nixon was reported to
have reacted with a display
of anger, embarra5|~1n§f 1o
some 'of the others in the
room, when he received the
proposed outline brought by
Becker.

It was then, according to
the informed source, that he
termed it a “public confes-
sion of criminal guilf” and-
stated that he would not i3-
sue it in that form:.

' prosecution for
' and other possible offenses

discussion

The: debate over the state-
ment. was broken off tempo-
ragily. and the less thorny

“question of custodianship of

the: Nixon White House dQCU-
ments-and tapes was worked
outys swwhile Becker made a
. series of telephone calls to
Buchen in Washington. Mr.
Nixon signed the general
pardon agreement late Fri-
day. ¢ S&EP

The telephone calls contin-
ued through Friday and Sat-
urday. A report that they in-
cluded one conversation be-
tween, Mr. Nixon and Mr.

Ford “could not b? con-
firmed. Ty
Ziegler; in opposing the

statement as originally pro-
posed, argued that it would
place Mr. Nixon in legal
jeopardy, even though he
had been granted presiden-
tial immunity from federal
Watergate

He said it might, uf@r ex-
ample, lay Mr. Nixon open
to difficulties in the forth-
coming trial of his former
domestic affairs counselor,
John D. Ehrlichman, sched-
uled to begin September 30.

Also, Ziegler argued that it
might be used as a basis for
prosecutions in California or
Florida where some of the
Watergate t{ransactions oc-
curred. He said it might
lead to Mr. Nixon’s disbar-
ment from legal practice in
California and make diffi-
cult his defense acramst pos-
sible civil law siuts. °

The conference br’dke up
at 4 pm. Saturday and

Becker returned to Washing-

ton with a firm agreement
on the Nixon White House
files and tapes but only ‘‘the
general substance” of what
Mr. Nixon proposed to'say.
Before leaving, Becker

was understood to have ad-
vised Mr. Nixon, Miller and

Ziegler that Buchen still
hoped for a  ‘“stronger”
statement. ‘

After Becker’s return to
'Washington and his report to
Buchen ;and the President,
of the' Nixon
statement continued in a se-

' ries of telephone calls be-

tween Ziegler and Beclier.
“Mr. Ziegler until quite

late Saturday evening, was

calling Washington seeking

approval of further
changes,” the ’in‘for,r‘nant‘ %
said. e

Buchen and Becker ob]ect-
ed to many of the requested -

less ¢
strong " than the President’s’

objected to the fact that Zie-
gler’s drafts, while seeming
to ‘make a frank admission
in- one parag:gaph would

- withdraw or soften it in a

later paragraph.
At Mr. Nixon’s office at

Casa Pacifica, his aides re--
fused to accept reporters’
telephone inquiries yester-
day about events leading up
to the pardon or Mr. Nizon's,
250-word response. v
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