Ex-Hoad®

, fMllk Co-op Pleads
Guilt_;' of Plot to Bribe Connally

WASHINGTON, July 31 —
The former head of the nation’s
largest milk cooperative plead-;
ed guilty today to a charge.
that he conspired to bribe for-|
mer Secretary of the Treasury'
John B. Connally, who was in-
dicted -Monday on a charge of
accepting $10,000 in illegal
payments.

The. dairy official, Harold S.
Nelson,. former. general manag-
er of Associated Milk. Produc-
ers, Inc., was the third princi-
pal in the case to be charged.
Jake Jacobsen, a Texas lawyer
who represented the CO-0p, was
indicted Monday along with
Mr. Connally, and was charged
with making the alleged pay-
ments.

Mr. Nelson entered his plea
in response to an infermation
filed today with the Federal

indictment on the charge, which
is a felony.

District: Court here. He waived|;
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‘con’nection with the March 25,1
I197"1’, milk” price support de-,
cision.” R |
[, Mr. Nelson thus became the |
third possible witness against'
Mr. Connally in the milk fund
case.. .
{ Mr. Jacobsen has previouslyl
itestified “that he offered the.
money to Mr. Connally  but!
that 'it was turned down. Mr.
Jacobsen is understood, how-
ever, ‘to haveragreed to change
his testimony to say that Mr.
Connally accepted the money.
In addition, Bob A Lilly, who
was an assistant to Mr. Nelson,
has testified under a grant of’
, immunity that Mr. Jacobsen
~asked him for the money for/
" Mr, Connally and that Mr: Nel-|
-son authorized him to provide
it. ) :

|
|

¢ Mr. Connally has repeatedly|
L denied accepting the money.|
b Mr. Nelson entered his plea
{ today in' Federal District Court
here. The 56-year-old dairy
| official stood beside his lawyer,
ilhead bentover a copy of an
‘linformation  containing = the

Mr. Connally was accused of
acepting the money,in exchange
for recommending jan_increase
in milk price’ supports in 1971,
when President Nixon over-
ruled his Secretary of Agricul-
ture and ordered the price-sup-
port level raised. -
| Mr. Nelson was also charged
today with conspiracy’in con-
nection with illegal corporate
contributions to-campaigns of a
long list of public officials, in-
cluding Senators :Hubert I,
Humphrey, Democrat of Minne-
sota, and Edmund!'S. Muskie,
Democrat of Minnesota, and
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Edmund;
of Maine. B,
Both Senators. haye denied |,
any knowledge: of -the corpo-
rate. origins. of .the _contribu-
tions. e &
"Mr. Nelson Taces” pﬁésibléi
‘penalties “of up-to five years
in .prison.;and .a $10,000._fine."|
| A single count of conspiracy
‘was accepted by Henry: S. |
‘Ruth, deputy special ‘prose-
|cutor, under an undefstanding,
stated in-a letter, that..Mr
Nelson would testify fully on].
“all releyant  information” -in|
. P RVER L
milk fund cases. |
The letter, addressed to!
Anthony Nicholas, Mr. Nelson’s'
attorney, specifically ruled out,l
however,” any immunity from'
prosecution for possible Viola—}\«
tions of bribery status “in'!

|
|
|
i

charges to which he was plead-
ing. - S ; i
Eight-Page Indictment

Mr, Nelson shifted uncom-

fortably, clasping and uncldsp-i
ing his hands, occasigpally
folding his arms, while Judge
George L. Hart first adyised:
him of his rights and then!
droned through the reading of.
eight pages containing 14 items:
outlining the indictment against
him.
i, “Did you, in fact, partigipate
]in the conspiracy alleged?” the
jjudge asked him. Mr. Nelson
isaid that he did, :

The informatio filed with the
court asserted:

“It was part of said, con-
spiracy and among the means
by which said conspiracy Was“
carried out for Harold -S.-Nel-!
son, the defendant; to authorize |
Bob A. Lilly to give Jake Jacob-
sen" $10,000 to give to John B.|
;Connally, then Secretary of .the
‘Treasury of the United States,
for and because of his per-
(formance of an official act, to
;wit: John B. Connally’s recom-
{mendations in his official ca-
pacity concerning an increase
in the Federal milk-price sup-
port level to be fixed by the
Secretary of Agriculture, an-|
nounced on March 25, 1971.”

Mr. Nelson was the second'
former Associated Milk Pro-|
ducers official to be 'chargedg
with conspiracy in-illegal cam-.
paign contributions. Last week
his second in command; David
L. Parr, pleaded guilty of con-
spiracy in corporate contribu-
tions to the campaigns of sev-
eral politicians. M

Today’s «charges cited some

of those same contributions.. In
taddition, the following were
litemized:
i gPayment of $100,000 to
|Herbert W. Kalmbash in Au-
{gust, 1969, “for the purpose
jof securing access to White
House officials by officers of
AM.P.L” .




