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Impeachment Tide in the

Washington

“Important gaps opened
“yesterday in Southern sup-
port for president Nixon’s
effort to beat impeachment
in the House of Representa-
stives.

.o-A survey of key represent-
‘gtives from that region indi-
gated that fewer than half
the 74 Southern Democrats
_in the House may vote with
“the President.
eantime, a telephone
check of Midwest Republi-
.can leaders — another hase
of Mr. Nixon!s strength in
_the House — indicated there
‘may no longer be any clear
‘advantage for Republican
‘congressmen from that re-
‘gion in voting with the Pres-
_“ident.
.. With most northern Demo-
(Lrats expected to favor im-
Jbeachment, Mr. Nixon’s
“hances of escaping a Sen-
K ;te trial lie in losing no
‘more than 40 of the other 261
Jlouse members — 187 of
them Republicans and 74
southern Democrats.

yRepresentative Richardson * dolle a very careful job of
Preyer (Dem-N.C.), one of fitting the pieces together.

the more influential of the

Referring to the pro-

smcommitted  Southerners, impeachment votes of Judi-

(faid  yesterday that the
House Judiciary Committee
Staff and members “have

--

South

therway. They're not only
voting on the President,
they’re voting on their own
political integrity. It's a
tough, tough' decision for all
of them.” ‘
Washington Post

ciary members James Mann
(Dem-S.C.) and Walter
Flowers (Dem-Ala.), Preyer

said, ‘“When people like
Mann and Flowers come out
for impeachment, it will
make it easier for other
members from my area who
might be inclined to support
impeachment. Everyone

'

knows they aren’t secret lib-
erals.” ,

Preyer, who said the tel-
evised Judiciary hearings
have allowed members to
“‘argue the case with constit-
uents overnight and
reach people we couldn’t
reach if he worked all year .
at it,” predicted ' pro-
impeachment votes out of
the Georgia, North Caroling
and South Carolina delega-
tions.

Representative Gillis Long
(Dem-La.), also mncommit-
ted, said' votes against the
President would likely come
from his state, from Geor-
gia, and “possibly even one
from Mississippi.”

Long said the conduct of
the Judiciary Committee
had been “exemplary” and
“tends to shore up the confi-
dence of people that the
1matter’s being handled fair-
y"ﬁ %
a formal pledge of support
from one of his staunchest
Dixie backers, ‘“Representa-
tive G. V. (Sonny) Mont-
gomery (Dem-Miss.), who
said he found “the evidence
is not that strong.”

Among the key uncommit- .
ted Midwest Republicans,
Representative John Erlen-
born (Rep-11l.) said he want-
ed “to take a close look at
the criminal charges,” per-
haps even listening to the
tapes himself.

The shifting sands of Mid-
west Republicanism were in-
dicated by R.L. (Dick) Her-
man, the Nebraska GOP na-
tional committeman.

Although Senator Carl
Curtis (Rep-Neb.) has been
among the President’s most
vocal devenders,” Herman
said “it’s going to be ex-
tremely hard for any mem-
ber” of Nebraska’s all-
Republican congressional
delegation ‘‘to cast a vote ei-




