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‘Of 2d Article
Is Expected

By Richard L. Lyons
Washington Post Staff Writer

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee is ‘expected to ap-
prove today by a margin of
more than 2 to 1 a second
article of impeachment
charging President Nixon
with abuse of power in:the
conduct of his office,

Still unsettled after a
meeting of committee Deme
ocrats vesterday was
whether a charge of con-
tempt of Congress for defi-
ance of committee subpoe:
nas should be lumped into
this article or stand as a sep-
arate one. It appeared more
likely to be made a third ar-
ticle. A Y

The latest drgftt’é“f‘ ‘Article
IT includes six categories of
actions by the President
that committee drafters con-
tend constitute impeachable
offenses.

The draft article charges
Mr. Nixon: i

® ‘“Misused the. constitu-
tional powers of his office”
by authorizing or permitting
unlawful wiretaps and per-
mittihg use-of information
obtained for purposes unre-
lated to proper gaovernment
function. This would include
the 17 wiretaps placed on
telephones of . government
officials and newsmen from
1969 to 1971 in an effort to

See @mmcm’ a

. leaks. 4

- ® Authorized creation’ of .

the secret “plumbers” unit
in  the'  White  House,
“financed in part through
the unlawful conversion: of
campaign . contributions:”
Their activities included the
break-in of the office ‘of.
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-

trist, which resulted in dis- -

missal of the charges of fe-
leasing the Pentagon Papers
against Ellsberg. A
® Misused the Internal
Revenue. Service, Central
Intelligence Agency and the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion whose “proper'function-
1ingads essential to the faith.
. ful .execution of the laws
and- the protection of the
. rights of the people.” . y
® Endeavor to impede court:
and congressional inquiries

of the Watergate break-in‘by

concealing"-‘i*“releiian't"“
dence.

article.. \

® Obtained material infor:

mation: from “the - Deépart-
of the -
. Watergate investigation and

. bassed it o
¥ were subjé

ment .of Justice

:«£0 his aides, who
ets of'the investic:
gationna ¢ B gy
® Knew that his aides' ob-
S L ’
structéd justicd by trying to
cover up White . House in- .
volvement in the Watergate :

., break-in, and in doing . so. i’

failedi#to take care that the -~

laws'be faithfully executed.” *
The *take care” clause is a
duty of the President writ-

‘ten in‘gso the Constitution:

Rep. Robert MecClory (R-
IIL), 'who voted against. the

- obstruction of justice article

on Saturday, has waorked

of Article II and is ex

to vote Yor it. It so, thé&vpte

ittee’s
21°  Democrats  Saturday
cltanges his position.
The original draft of ‘Arti-
cle II, placed beforethe
committee when it began
general debate Waglnesday
evening, made, contempt: of
Congress one' count in “this

But some member. ’
contempt does: not r
the high level frequir
ers, who feel contemp
especially

impeachable.. 'conduct. [Oth-
t)i an

strong ¢

to turn over relevant mate-
rial to the impeachment ih-
quiry is “so clear cut=—it,
strikes at the heart of'the
impeachment process.” a
President can refuse to turn
over material bearing on'the
charges, ‘the impeachment
clause would become a dead
letter, he said. ’ =
Rep. Edward Mezvinsky

* (D-Iowa)_plans to offe;ig,an

article charging the ' Presi-
dent with tax «evasion and
unconstitutionally "receiyi

. based on Mr. Nixon’s urider-

payment of taxes by nearly
$500,000 and use of federal
funds to make  improve-
ments on his home in;iSan
Clemente and Key Biscayne.
The-committee staff had re-
commended a tax-evasion: ar-
ticle, but ‘it was dropp d, by
Democratic drafters “too
weak a case, Mezvinsky’s ,
.amendment !is " expected to
be-defeated: :

refusal .

ers, % T 100 votes.

' I grou

The charge of misusing
agencies, especially the IRS,
for political’ purposes - has
strong support from several
Reptiblicans, . :including
Reps. Tom Railsback (R-I11.)
and M. Caldwell Butler (R-

Va),+ who 'referr,e;gl repeat-
edlyito the chilling implica-
ti i

day’s action commits
.the”"House to an impeach:
ment debate and vote next
month Because approval.of a
single article by the commit-
tee sends' the issue to" the
Housg.-The House needs.ap-
prov?é; 4only- one article: by
majority  vote to ‘impeach
the President. Then the case
would“go to trial in the Sen-
ate, where a two-thirds vote
would'remove the President

. Jfrom office. -

Only once has a President
been. impeached. That. was
in 1868 when Andrew John.
son, caught up in post-Givil
War bitterness, was -im-
peached but acquitted iﬁ‘the
Senate by a' one-vote mar-
gin. i . i

Impeachment of President
Nixon by the House now'ap-
pears: almost ‘certain‘,[. bar-
:some unforeseen ha-
event, in view ofiithe
5an support of Arti-

cle I.in committee. House

1(\)13 rlilty‘Leader Thomas P.

‘Neill (D-Mass.) has: ‘pre-

. dictedthat if the Judieiary
“wComniiftee r
impeachment, - the . Houge
would impeach the Presi-
dent by a margin of 50 ‘to

When-the committee-has
’ H;inishedxvoting, ‘it must pre-
pare a report explaining in

“bers why it«recommended
impeachment.i* Nekt week,
the committee’ will go to the
House Rules Committee to
obtgggim 4, resolution fixing
u les for House ¢on-
sideration of of the impgdch-
ment arteles. It is expected
to permit about two weeks’
consideration and make
amendments in order. A fi-

Charles L. Black Jr., Yale
law school -professor and an

{ nal House vote is expected.
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authotity %on impeachment,
said on NBC’s “Meet the
Press” (WRC) yesterday that
he considered the wording
of the article approve Satur-
day “unsatisfactory in gey.
eral strategic ways.” :

Black = said the article
seemed to “straddle” the
question of Mr, Nixon’s per-
sonal " participation in the
Watergate cover-up. He also
joined “Republican oppo-
nlentfs in1 iticizing the arti:
cie for:lacky of *specificity.
The comr?"ﬁff . argued ih?s
peint all ‘day*“Friday, read
the“specifics into the record

recommended -

'detail to other House mem- -
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and will repeat them in the
committee report. Black also
disagreed with "last” week’s
unanimous Supreme ‘Court
decision instructing . Mr.
Nixon 'to . turn over tapes
and records of 64 conversa-
tions to the Watergate:spe-
cialz,px;osecutor. {

TV Schedule
or Debate

thelHouse Judiciary Com-
e .on additional ‘arti-

scheduled to be televised
+ starting at 10:30 a.m. by

and national public tele-
yision (WETA, Channel 26).

"i‘faday’s deliberations by ;
f impeachment are ..

CBS (WTOP, Channel 9) »




