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Demos Shape 2nd

Ar

Vote Is
Expected
Today

Washington

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee is expected. today to
approve, by a 'margin of
more than 2 to 1, a second

article .of impeachment.

charging President Nixon
with abuse of power in the
conduct of his office.

Still  unsettled affer a
meeting of committee Dem-
ocrats yesterday was, wheth-
er a charge of contempt of
Congress for defiance of
committee subpoenas should
be lumped into this article
or stand as a separate one.

It appeared more likely to
be made a third article.

Dressed in casuvalswattire,
18 of the 21 Demboecratic
members of the*Judiciary
Committee met in the Ray-
burn House Office Building
yesterday afternoon to work
out the precise language of
the second article.

Debate on that article will
open when the committee
reconvenes its televised ses-
sion on impeachment at 7:30
a.m. PDT today.

The latest drafi of Article
IT includes six categories of
actions by the President that
committee drafters contend
constitute impeachable of-
fenses. )

The draft article charges
that Mr. Nixon:

® ‘“‘Misused the constitu-
tional powers of his office”
by authorizing or permitting
unlawful wiretaps and per-
mitting use of information

obtainedffor purposes unre-
lated to’ proper government
funetion. This would include
the 17 wiretaps placed on
telephones of governmerit
officials and newsmen, fro
1969 \to 1971, seeking fh
sourge, of news leaks. '
) %@hgrized creation of
¢
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“plumbers unit ’
White House, “financed?in
part through the unlawful
conversion of campaign con-
tributions.” Their activities
included the break - in of the
office of Daniel Ellsherg’s
psychiatrist, which resulted
in dismissal of the charges
of releasing the Pentagon
bapers against Ellsherg.

® Misused such agencies

as the Internal Revenue .
Service, Central Intelligence |

Agency, and the FBI, whose

“proper functioning is es-

sential to the faithful execu-
tion of the laws an dthe pro-
tection of the rights of the
people.”

e Endeavored to impede
inquiries by the courts and
congressional ‘committees of
thw Watergate break - in by
concealing relevant evi-
dence. ‘

® Obtained material infor-
mation from the Depart-
ment of Justice on the Wat-'
ergate investigation and
passed it on to his aides who
were subjects of the investi-
gation. o ;

e Knew that his aides ob-.
structed justice by trying to
cover up White House in-
volvement in the Watergate
break-in. and in doin g so
“failed to take care that the
laws be. faithfully execut-
ed.” The “take care” ¢lause
is a duty of the President
written into the Constitution.

icle to Impeach

Representative Robert
McClory (Rep-Ill.). who vot-
ed dgainst the obstriction of
justice article on Saturday

'More impeachment news
on Pages 6jand 7

has worked ' with Democrats

on the draft of Article IT and

is- expected to vote for it.
The vote approving this arti-
cle could climb to 28 to 10
unless one of the six Repub-
licns who voted with all 21
Democrats Saturday
changes his position.

The original draft of Arii-
cle II placed before the com-
mittee when it began gen-
eral debate Wednesday eve-
ning made contempt of Con-
gress one count in this arti-
cle.

But sbme members -feel
contempt does not rise to the
high level required for im-
peachable conduct. Others
who feel contempt:is an es-
pecially strong charge want
to make it a separate-article
because it does not fit into
the Bill of Rights theme of
Article II. j

Representative Don Kd-
wards (Dem-Calif.), one of
the drafters, said the Presi-
dent’s refusal to turn over
relevant material to the im-
peachment inquiry is “so
clearcut — it strikes at the

heart of the impeachment .

process.” If a President can’
refuse to turn over material
bearing on the charges, the
impeachment clause could
become a dead letter, he
said.

Representative Edward
Mezvinzky (Dem-Iowa)
plans to offer an article that
charges the President with

tax evasion and unconstitu-
tionally receiving ‘“‘emolu-
ments from the United
States in excess of”’ his sala-

ry..This would be based on
Mr./"Nixon’s underpayment
of itaxes by nearly. 590,00‘0
and use of federal Tumds to
make improvements ‘on his .
homes in San Clemente and
Key Biscayne. The commit-
tee staff had recommended
a tax evasion article, but it
was dropped by Demoeratic
drafter as too weak acase.
Mezvinsky is expected to

lose. .
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Impeach
Debate
On TV

Live television coverage of
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee’s impeachment de-
bate will be broadecast today
at 7 .am. on KPIX.TV
(Channel 5).

A tape of the proceedings
will be broadcast 'at 7:30
p.m. on KQED-TV (Channel
9. i

Radio stations KCBS (740)
and KQED-FM (88.5) will
broadcast the proceedings
live from start to finish.




