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Waslnngton

" The House Judiciary Com-
mittee was told yesterday
that -even if it finds that
President Nixon has. en-
gaged in impeachable con-

duct it should consider
Wheth T

be nterest of the nation to
allow him to remain in of-

ﬁce.if .

" In an ant1-1mpeachment
bnef and oral argument
presentedl to the committee,
mmomty counsel Sam Garn—
son said it is “not only prop-
er but necessary for Con-
gress, having concluded that
an-officer has.engaged in

conduct for which he could |

ploperly be impeached, then
to step back and assess the
situation more generally, to
determine . . . whether the
best interests of the country
would be served by his re-
moval or continuance in of-
fice.” - )

Garrison presented the
Republican argument as the
committee moved toward
the start of debate on wheth-
er to recommend impeach-

ment of the President.

Garrison had heen deputy
minority counsel until the
weekend, when he was ele-
vated to the position of chief
representative of the Repub-
lican - side in the impeach-
ment inquiry. The 17 repub-
lican members of the 38-
member committee re-
placed Albert E. Jenner with
Garrison after Jenner -en-
dorsed the pro-impeachment
position taken Friday by

JUL 23 1974

peach Defense

chief committee counsel !
John Doar. Jenner remained

a member of the commit-

tee’s legal staff.

Yesterday Garrison
sought to counter Doar’s ar-
gument of last week that the
President’s refusal to com-
ply with committee subpoen-
as is undermining the ability
‘of the House to conduct its
inquiry.

Garrison argued that “‘an

.4 p parent noncompliance
with an impeachment com-
mittee’s subpoena is the be-
ginning not the ° end of the
questlon ” :

He said the committee
“lacks any independent evi-
dence that the conversations
or other materials subpoen-
-aed involved the commission
of \a; crime (or other of-
fense),
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