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House Speaker Carl Albert‘
7(D-Okla.) vesterday rejected!
‘claims that federal spenuing.
should be cut and bhlamed the
nation’s inflation problems on |
the “confusing and chaotic”
policies of the Nixon adminis- '
tration.

Albert made one of his rare
floor speeches after he and
other  Democratic congres-
sional leaders held a two-hour
closed-door meeting with 12 of
the most prominent business:
leaders in the country.

At the meeting, according o
Senate Majority Whip Robert
C. Byrd (D-W, Va.), House
Ways and Means Commiitee
Chairman Wiibur D. Mills (D-
Ark.) called for a $10 billion ;
budget cut—twice the size !
some administration officials |
‘have recommended. ‘

The meeting came as Presi- |
dent Nixon—who met with |
some of the same businessmen |
last week—prepared a na-|

|tional address on the sub.lect;
|of the economy.’ i
|~ Albert made his speech at-:
iter a lengthy luncheon with |
‘the heads of such firms as |
ARCO (Atlantic 'R.ichf.ield),;‘
DuPont, Kennecott Copper, i
Coea Cola. Weyerhauser, J.C.,
Penney Co.. Xerox and tne
First National City Bank of:
New York. - :

Sixteen key Democrats from !
"the House and Senate joim.‘:d‘1
the business executive and|

ithe heads of the Democratic |
;governors’ and mayors’ cau-{
rcuses at the session, arranyed
rand hosted by party Chairman |
Robert S. Strauss. |




