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MeClory Sees hnpﬁachment

7 Proposed Articles

By Richard L. Lyons
Washington Post Staff Writer

Seven proposed articles of impeach-
ment against President Nixon, ranging
from alleged specific criminal acts to a
broad charge that he has brought dis-
-« grace to his office, have been prepared
© by Rep. Jack Brooks (D-Tex.) and are
circulating among other Housge Judiciary
Committee members.

The catchall article states:

“That Richard M. Nixon, unmindful of
his oath of office, by his acts and be-
havior while serving as President of the
United States, brought disgrace and dis-
respect to the office of the presidency,
failed to honor the Constitution of the
United States and.the laws enacted there-
under, imperiled the civil liberties of the
American people, and attempted to
undermine the legislative and judicial

branches of government, thereby jeopar-

dizing the constitutional system of gov-
ernment in which the people of the
United States have placed their trust:
and 4

See ARTICLES, Al5, Col. 1

Expects 4-5 GQP Votes

By Lou Cannon
Washington Post Staff Writer

The second-ranking Republican on the
House Judiciary Committee predicted
vesterday that four or five Republicans
would join a solid bloc of Democrats
next week in voting for articles impeach-
ing President Nixon.

Rep. Robert MeClory of Illinois, who
said he was undecided on his own vote,
also fgrecast that GOP support for the
impeachment resolution would be suffi-
cient to assure its passage in the House.

“If the committee makes a recommen-
dation, I think the House will ‘follow
it,” McClory said.

At a breakfast meeting with reporters
MeClory said that Democrats were al-
most solidly united on the committee
while “the Republicans represent every-
thing from pro-impeachment to! stone-
walling against impeachment.”’+!i..

Only two Democrats “at the most” are
evien possible votes against impeachment,
MeClory said, and he added: I wouldn’t
gamble on either one of them.”

See MeCLORY, Al4, CoL 3




ARTICLES ;
“Whereforc, by

duect warrants 'mpeachment{

and trial for removal hom
office.” i

Mr. Nixon has repeatedly
denied committing any acts
that wouid warrant impeach-
ment.

The specific charges draft-
ed by Brooks over the whole
gamut of allegations the
Judiciary Committee has
been considering, ranging
from presidential involve-
ment in the Watergate
cover-up to bombing Cam-
bodia.

Starting in closed session
today and continuing in
open meefing much of next
week, the Judiciary - Com-
mittee will be considering
articles of impeachment
against a President for the
first time since Andrew
Johnson was the target in
1868, and fo ronly the sec-

ond time in the nation’ s his-

tory.

Brooks’ pmposals which |
he refined Wednesday after :

receiving suggestions from
other members, are not ex-
chtéd to be approved in
their entirety. Some are
overlapping. But the com-
mittee is expected to rec-
ommend that the House im-
peach the President on one
or more counts. If the

House approves, the Senate
,would. hold a trial on the
@harges

wBrooks proposed one ar'e1-
cle ‘charging - the President
of .obstruction of justice on
10 different counts. Most
deal with his alleged 'in-
volvement in the Watergate
cover-up, specifically ap-
proval of hush money to-and
approval of executive clem-.
ency for Watergate defend-
ants, attempts to obstruct
the Watergate investigation
and relaying - information
from the investigation to his

aides who were subjects of .

the inquiry.

The obstruction article
also contains charges, for
withholding from the Pen’ca
gon Papers trial of Danjel
Ellsherg the knowledge thht
White House ‘“Plumbers”
had broken mto the office
of Ellsber s psychiatrist
and! for offering the direc-
torship of the FBI to the
presiding judge at Ellsherg’s
trial.

Another article lumps to-
gether nine specific charges
of bribery, violating civil
rights of citizens and actions
that “subvert -the processes
of the federal government.”

Bribery is specially
made an impeachable of-
fense by the Constitution.
For the rest of-the charges,
Congress must decide
whether they fit under the
constitutional provision of
“high crimes and“misdemea-
nors”.

The bribery counts listed

nciggg charges
Mr. Nixon. “alone ag

concert with others,”: of-
fered ambassadorshlps and
raised milk price supports

in exchange for campaign

contributions.

This article also charges
the President for unlawfully
wiretapping citizens, creat-

ing the “Plumbers” to un- -

dertake “covert activities
“without regard to the civil
rights of citizens” and for
misusing the Internal Reve-
nue Service to harrass p’b
tical enemies.

‘A third article accuses the
President of violating the
Constitution by receiving
“emoluments from ' the
United States in excess of
the compensation provided
by law.” The specific
charges are receiving fed-
eral money spent on his
homes at San Clemente and
Key Biscayne, and free
travel on government planes
for his family.

Brooks’ fourth article of
impeachment charges that
that the President commit-
ted a criminal-act of fraud |
by underpaying his federal
income taxes between 1369
and 1973 by nearly half a
million dolla}rs. This was
due to a subsequently disap-’
proved deduction for the ao-
nation of” “MriaNixon’s vice-
presidential papers and fail-
ure to pay capital gains on |

real estate transactions. j

A fifth article charges the |
President with contempt of |
both Congress and the fed-
eral courts by refusing to |
comply with subpoenas for |
materials for the impeach- |
ment inquiry and the Water—; ‘
gate trials.

The sixth article Lhargesf :
that President Nixon “in vi-
olation of the Constitution |:
and ‘.lJaws of the United
Statels did make and permit-
ted others to-make dishon-
est and misleading state-
ments to the United States
Congress, officials of the ex- .
ecutive branch of the United |
States government, and to |
the people of the United |

States.”

Brooks’ specific charges in
this article are Mr. Nixon’s
firing of Watergate Special
Prosecutor Archibald Cox
Iast Oct. 20 “in abrogation
of commitments to ihe
United States Senate and to
the people of the United
States,” his stated belief in '
the “honesty and integrily
of Richard G. Kleindienst,
his qominee for Attorney
(}eneral, _knowing at tac
tlme that Richard  Klein-
dienst had presented un-
truthful testimony to the
Senate Judiciary Commnit-
tee,” and the President’s |
“false'and misleading” state- |
ments to Congress and the |
American people2 about se- |
cret bombing of Cambodia,




In contrast McClory saw
eight or nine of the 17 Re-
publicans on the commi@tee
as possible impeachment
votes. He predicted that
“half or more” of these Re-
publicans would wind up

~ voting for impeachment.

If the committee’s 21
Democrats voted solidly for
impeachment and were
joined by four Republicans,
the committee vote for im-
peachment would be' 25 to
13. Most congressmen close
to the inquiry believe this
would be sufficiently deci-
sive to guarantee House ap-
proval.

MeClory said that the op-
position ot Republican lead-
ers in his district made it
"more difficult for a Républi-
can to support impeachment
that to oppose it. But he
also spoke of division with-
in the party on the issue
and said he would have to
he able to explain his vote,
no matter which way he
came out.

Later in-the day, after a
meeting between Republi-
cans on the Judiciary Com-
mittee and the House GOP
leadership, Minority Leader
John Rhodes of Arizona dis-
puted McClory’s prediction.

“I don’t believe it's possi-
ble to make that kind of a
forecast at this time)”
Rhodes said. y

Two issues were seen. hy
MeceClory as paramount to

his own decision on  im-
peachment.. On» was the
“axtremely important fac-
tor” of the White Hous2 re-
fusal to coorerate with th»
committ“e by fura'sa g i -

- quested  tapos o an dree -

WANLS,

Most ! tha material obh-
“apea by the  comimitie
McClory pointed out. came
oither from i{ne Senat: S:o-
lect commitiee or [rom the
Watergate “special prosecu-
tor.

The other issue that Mc- |
Clory viewed as of para- |
mount importance stemmed i
from the many guilty nleas, |
convictions and indictments |
of former White House |
aides. The conviction of |
John D. Ehrlichman last |
week on charges arising !
from the break-in at the of- |
fice of Daniel Ellsherg’s psy-
chiatrist brought to 22 the
number of guilty pleas or"
verdicts against persons who
served in the Nixon adminis:, |
tration or were connected |
with the President’s re-elec-
tion campagin. A\

This pattern has raised se-
rious questions, MecClory
said. :

“I'm concerned,” he said,
“about the President’s con-
stitutional obligation to take
care that the laws be faith-
fully executed:”

On the other hand, said
McClory, he was “not both-
ered” with charges arising
trom the ITT or milk fund
cases or the issues of the
President’s taxes. He said
charges in these areas did
net constitute “conduct that
would warrant removal
from office.”

MeClory contradicted
White House lawyer James

.D. St. Clair’s assertion that

a key portion of the March
2921973, tape n which Mr.
Nixon discusses ‘“stonewall-
ing” of the - Watergate in-
vestigation was “of dulious
relevance.” Mc¢Clory said he
found the section ‘‘very
relevant.”

The :linc's Republican,
oneoivably one of the key
swing votes on the comim'i-
tee, anue'pated only cne
possibility of sei"ous delay

Hnosa'd thet 'n the cvent
the ~usnvems Ceurt ruled be-
fer~ thn eommi-tee vote that
1 Prosccu

Waserda

fm el Jespnet Seng g -
tled to 64 tapes withheld by
cqe b puse the com-

mittee should wait to sec if
it could also ohtain the addi-
tional tapes. .



