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Following is the text of a comparison, made by the |
House Judiciary Committee, of selected passages from
transcripts prepared by the committee and by the White
House of three Watergate conversations involving Presi-
.dent Nixon. The three—March 22, 1973 and two conversa-
tions on April 16, 1973—were not available for publication

in the first edition of The New York Times yesterday.

Also included is a House Judiciary Committee tran-
script of a March 22, 1973, conversation not included in

the White House material.

March 22, 1973
1:57 to 3:43 P.M.
- E.0.B. Office

The President, John Dean, John Ehrlichman,
H. R. Haldeman and John MitcheH

" HOUSE JUDICIARY
(Page 153)
EHRLICHMAN: Qur brother
Mitchell brought us some
wisdom on executive privi-
lege which, I believe— |
MITCHELL:  Technically,
Mr. President, I think the
only problem [unintelligible|
and I'd prefer you just com-
ing out and stating,
PRESIDENT: That’s right.
_ MITCHELL: and, uh, and I
would believe that, uh, it
would be well worthwhile to
consider to spoil the picture
to the point where under the
proper circumstances you can
settle with certain former
people in the White House
and. some [unintelligible]
{telephone rings] some of the
current people at the White
House [telephone  rings]
under . controlled circum-
stances should go up and, uh
—[telephone ' rings].
(Pages 156-157)
MITCHELL: But [unintel-
ligible] for the sake of go-
ing about discussion, in other
- words that—Maybe we think
that it’s appropriate at this
time to formalize John's
theory on the Segretti matter
and the Watergate matter
based on the documentation
from the F.B.I. and [unintel-
ligible] F.B.I [unintelligible)
in other words based on—
Can the grand jury—what we
know came out of there, the
trial [unintelligible) as far as
that one incident—whatever
the record, uh, could have
been available to me. This is
why the investigation of-——we
had the memorandum with
the back-up—you know, ob-
viously the F.BI. after all
[unintelligible] and so forth
couldn’t find anything more.
It’s not expected that you
could or [unintelligible] get
out by way of their interroga-
tion [unintelligible] uh, two
memorandums from Dean is
important [unintelligible] ap-
propriate time with it. John
-did, and say I [unintelligible]
2ll the public records [unin-
telligible)
PRESIDENT: We've tried
that though, John. Uh —
DEAN: (Clears throat) Why
won't —
PRESIDENT: We still have
grave doubts about it, though.
DEAN: Well, I don’t
know —

MITCHELL: I did, too, be-
fore, Mr. President. [...] ‘
(Page 159)

EHRLICHMAN: A case in
point: the issue.of whether
or not I had a phone call re-
porting the burglary.

WHITE HOUSE
[page 277}

E. Our Brother Mitchell
brings us some knowledge on
executive privilege which I
believe —

‘M. (Inaudible)

P. I wish Byrd-would come
‘out and state — I believe it
would be well worthwlule-
t0 —

M. Well, there certainly
could be stronger people in
Washington.

P. There may be some

.~ (Pages 281-282)

M. Well, gentleman for the
sake of discussion (inaudible)
the normal procedure for the
Segretti matter and the like
based on the evaluation of
the F.B.I. made (inaudible) or
whether it is based on the
Grand Jury and the trial
transcript or whatever the
record could have been avail- |
able to me—investigation of |
the past memorandum would
indict him. (inaudible)

(two memorandum that the
courts have public records)

P. We tried that move,
John —

M. Well, I did too—before
Mr. Presu:lent Ls
(Pages 284-285)
H. In case of that the
Committee would issue a
warrant on our phone calls.

Bully!
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DEAN: Right.
EHRLICHMAN: Now, that's
all I know about the damn
thing is that the Secret Serv-
ice, or some policeman
phoned.
DEAN: But they could go
on forever with you on that.
PRESIDENT: Exactly.
DEAN: And I think it
ought to be things like we've
got in, in this report and this
might be, you know, get, give
“it to Ervin on the confidence
that we're not talking about
documents being released.
We're talking about some-
thing that’s entirely facts.
You could even [unintelligi-
ble] write a [unintelligible]
MITCHELL: The President’s
report wil show that, uh,
your simple thought—your
simple  involvement was
missing in the pub bill.
HALDEMAN: No, it would
show more on my book, I'm

afraid.
[page 164]
PRESIDENT: Let me ask
this. Uh, the, this question
is for John Ehrlichman and,
uh, John Dean. Uh, now you
were the two who felt the
strongest. Uh, on the execu-
tive privilege thing {unin-
telligible). If I am not mis-
taken you thought we ought
to draw the line where we
did (unintelligible). Have you
changed your mind now?
. DEAN: No sir, I think it's
a, I think it’s a terrific state-
ment. It’s a — it, it puts you
just where you should be.
It’s got enough flexibility in
it. It's— . i
PRESIDENT: But now —
what — all that John Mitch-
ell is arguing, then, is that
now we, we use flexibility.
DEAN: That’s correct.
(Page 170)
PRESIDENT: That’s right.
But the point is, we’ve got
to accept the decision of
Judge Byrne’s (unintelligible)
on the bail. The other thing
to do on the Dean thing is

say—you’d simply say,
“Now, that’s out. Dean has
—he makes -the report.
Here’s  everything  Dean
knows.”

DEAN. Right.

PRESIDENT: That’s where,
that’s why the Dean report
is critical.

EHRLICHMAN: I think,
John, on Monday could say
to Ervin if that, uh, question
comes up, “I, I know the
President’s  mind on this.
He’s adamant about my tes-
tifying, as such. At the same
time he has always indicated
that the fruits of my investi-
gation will be known.” And

| HOUSE JUDICIARY
| just leave it at that for the
| moment.
| (Pages 178-179)
: PRESIDENT: The, uh -—
" Now, uh, we could — Have
" you considered any other
poss--, have you considered
the other, all other possibili-
ties you see here, John? You,
you’re the one who is sup-
posed to --
DEAN: That’s right. I think

we,
| PRESIDENT: You know the
]' bodies.
i DEAN: I think we’ve had a
good go-around on —

PRESIDENT: You think,
you think we want to, want
to go this route now? And
the — Let it hang out, so to
speak?

DEAN: Well, it,
really that — .

HALDEMAN: It’s a limited
hang out.

it isn't

P. That’s right.

H. That ,is all I know
about the damn thing is that
the Secret Service at some
point has been bugged.

D. And that could go on
forever with you on that
tack. I could draw things like
this Staff into this report and
have Kleindienst come get it
and give it to Ervin in confi-
dence — I am not talking
about documents you see. I
am talking about something
we can spread as facts. You
see you could even write a
novel with the facts.

H. I think the Court would
show that a very simple
thought, involvement with the
(inaudible)

[Page 290]

P. Let me ask this. This
question is for John Ehrlich-
man and Dean. You were the
two that felt the strongest on
executive privilege thing. If
I am not mistaken, you
thought we ought to draw a
line here. Have you change
your mind now? .

D. No, I think it is a ter-
rific. statement. It puts you
just where you should be.
There is enough flexibility in
it.

P. Well, all John Mitchell
is arguing then, is that now
we use flexibility in order to
get off the coverup line.

P. Well on the Dean thing
— you simply say well that
is out. Dean has made this
report and here is everything
Dean knows.

E. I think John on Monday
you could say to Ervin if the
question comes up, “I know
the President’s mind on this
and he is adamant about my
testifying as such. At the
same time he has always in-
dicated that the fruits of my
investigation should be avail-
able to you.” And just leave

. WHITE HOUSE
it at that for the time being.

(Pages 308-309)

P. Yeah. Have you consid-
ered any other possibilities?
John. you are the one who
is supposed to. know the
bodies.

D. That’s right. I-think we
have had a good go-round on
the things now.

P. Do you think we want
to go this route now? Let it
hang out so to speak?

D. Well, it
that—
H. It’s a limited hang out.

isn’t really

DEAN: It's a limited hang
out.

EHRLICHMAN: It’s a mod-
ified limited hang out.

PRESIDENT: Well, it’s only
the questions of the thing
hanging out publicly or
privately.

DEAN: What it is doing,
. Mr. President, in getting you
up above and away from it.

And that’s the most impor-.

tant thing.

PRESIDENT: Oh, I know.
But I suggested that the
other day and we all came
down on, uh, rémember we
came down on, uh on the
negative on it. Now what’s
changed our mind?

DEAN: The lack of alterna-
tives or a body.

[Laughter.]
EHRLICHMAN: We, we
went down every alley.

[Laughter] let it go over.

PRESIDENT: Well, I feeel
that at, uh, I feel that this
is, that, uh, I feel that at the
very minimum we've got to
have the statement and, uh,
let’s look at it, whatever the
hell it is, if, uh, if it opens
up doors, it pens up doors,
yu know. '

D. It is a limited hang out.
It’s not an absolute hang out.

P. But some of the ques-
tions look big hanging out
publicly or privately.

D. What it is doing, Mr.
President, is getting you up
above and away from it.
That is the most important
thing.

P. Oh, I know. I suggested
that the other day and they
all came down negative on
it. Now what has changed
their minds?

D. Lack of candidate or a
body.

H.: Laughter.

H.: [Inaudible] We went
down every alley.

P.: I feel that at a very
minimum we've got to have
this statement. Let’s look at
it. I don’t know what it—
where in the hell is it—
If it opens up doors, it opens
up doors—you know. p. 30G
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The fpllowing portion at the end of the March 22, 1973,
conversation (beginning on P. 180 of the House Judiciary
Committee transcripts) does not appear in the “Submission ,

of Recorded Presidential Conversations, April ‘30, 1974 nor
does it appear in the transcript provided by the White House
to the Special Prosecutor in January, 1974, and to the Judici-

ary Committee in March, 1974.
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PRESIDENT: Sure, sure.
EHRLICHMAN: O.K.
[NOTE. — At this point, a
portion of the discussion has
been deleted.]
MITCHELL: [Unintelligible]
PRESIDENT: Yeah.
MITCHELL: Believe me,
it’s a lot of work.
PRESIDENT: Oh, great. I
may [unintelligible]. Well, let
me tell you, you've done a
hell of a job here.
UNIDENTIFIED: [Unintelli-
gible] )
PRESIDENT: I didn’t mean

for you. I thought we had a
boy here. No, you, uh, John,
uh, carried a very, very
heavy load. Uh, both Johns
as a matter of fact, but, uh,
I was going to say, uh, uh,
John Dean is, uh, [unintelli-
gible] got — put the fires
out, almost got the damn
thing nailed down till past
the election and so forth. We
all know what it is. Embar-
rassing God damn thing the
way it went, and so forth.
But, in my view, uh, some of
it will come out; we will sur-
vive it. That’s the way it is.
That’s the way you’ve got to
look at it. ,

DEAN: We were within a
few miles months ago, but,
uh, we're— ‘

PRESIDENT: The point is,
get the God damn thing over
with.

DEAN: That’s right.

PRESIDENT: That’s the
thing to do. That’s the other
thing that I like about this.
I'd like to get — But you
really: would draw the line
on — But, I know, we can’t
make a complete cave and
have the people go up there
and testify. You would agree
on that?

MITCHELL: I agree.

PRESIDENT: You agree on
that, John? :

DEAN: If we'’re in the pos-
ture of everything short of
giving them public session
[unintelligible] and the whole
deal. You're not hiding any-
thing.

tive session, but incidentally,

" you say executive session for-

those out of Government as
well as in?
MITCHELL: That’s right.
PRESIDENT: Chapin and
Colson should be called in.
DEAN: [Unintelligible]
PRESIDENT: I would think

MITCHELL: Sure. Because
you have the same problem.
PRESIDENT: You see we

SO

ask—but your point—we ask |

for, uh, the privilege, and at
least, you know, we, we, our
statement said it applies to
former as well as present
[unintelligible]

DEAN: Now, our statement
—you leave a lot of flexibil-
ity that you normally—for
one thing, taking the chance
appearing, and uh, however,
informal relationships will al-
ways be worked out [uninte]-
ligible]

. PRESIDENT: Informal rela-
tions. .
DEAN: That’s right.

MITCHELL: You have the

same basis—

PRESIDENT: Well, it might.
When I say that, that, that
—the written interrogatory
thing is not as clear [unintel-
ligible] maybe Ervin is mak-
Ing it that way, but I think
that’s based on what may be,
uh, we said that the—I don’t
think I said we would only
write, in, in the press con-
ference, written interrogato-
ries.

DEAN: That's right. I don’t’
think—

PRESIDENT: I didn’t say
that at all.

DEAN: Ervin just jumped
to that conclusion as a result
of my letter to, uh—

PRESIDENT: I think that’s

DEAN: I think that'’s
what’s happened.

PRESIDENT: Not that your
letter was wrong — it was
rlgpt. But, uh, the whole
written interrogatory, we
didn’t discuss other possi-
bilities.

MITCHELL: With respect

. What it was.




PRESIDENT: Yeah, Partic-
alarly if, particularly if we
have the Dean statement.

. DEAN: And they’ve been
iven out. ‘ ‘

PRESIDENT: 'And your

view about the Dean state- -

ment is to give that to the
Committee and not make it
public, however.
DEAN: That's correct. I
think that’s—
PRESIDENT: Ang say it’s,
uh—
MITCHELL: Give it to the
Committee for the purpose—
PRESIDENT: —the purpose
of their investigation.
MITCHELL: [Unintelligible}
to limit the number of wit-
nesses )
PRESIDENT: Yeah.
MITCHELL: which are
called up there, instead of a
buck-shot operation.
PRESIDENT: And say here,
and also say, “This may help
you in your, investigation.”
MITCHELL: Right.
PRESIDENT: “This is ev-
erything we know, Mr. Sen-
ator.” That’s what I was
preparing to say. “This is
everything we know; I know
nothing more. This is the
whole purpose, and that’s
that. If you need any further
information, my, our counsel
will furnish it, uh, that is not
in here.” It'd be tempting to
—“but this is all we know.
Now, in addition te that, you
are welcome to have, have
people, but you've got to
have—" I think that the best
way to hdve it is in execu-

to your ex-employes, you
have the same problem™ of ;
getting into areas of privi- i
leged communjcations.” You i
certainly can make a good :
case for keeping them in ex-|
ecutive session.

PRESIDENT: That’s right.

MITCHELL: [Unintelligible]
- PRESIDENT: And, and in
this sense the precedent for
working—you can do it in
cases in the future, which
[unintelligible] executive ses-
sion, and then the privilege
can be raised without hav-
ing, uh, on a legal basis,
without having the guilt by
the Fifth Amendment, not
like = pleading the  Fifth
Amendment —

MITCHELL: Right,

PRESIDENT: the implica-
tion always being raised.

MITCHELL: [Unintelligible]
and self-protection in that
view? .

PRESIDENT: What? Yeah.

DEAN: [Unintelligible]
Fifth Amendment.

PRESIDENT: That’s right.
That’s what we’re going to
do here.

MITCHELL: Those — boy,
this thing has to be turned
around. Got to get you off
the lid.

PRESIDENT: Right.

DEAN: All right,

PRESIDENT: All right, fine,
Chuck.

MITCHELL: Good to see
you,

PRESIDENT: How long

were you in Florida? Just,
uh —

MITCHELL: I was down
there overnight. I was four
hours on the witness stand
testifying for the Government
in these, uh, racket cases in-
volving wiretapping. The God
damn fool Judge down there
let them go all over the lot
and ask me any questions

that they wanted to. Just :

ridiculous. You know, this
had, all has to do with the
discretionary act of signing
a piece of paper that I'm
authorized by the statute.
There were Zg hood lawyers
that questioned me, .

PRESIDENT: You know,
ub, the, uh, you, you can say
when I [unintelligible] I was
going to say that the, uh —
[Picks up phone] Can you get
me Prime Minister Trudeau
in Canada, please. [Hangs up]
1 was going to say that Dean
has really been, uh, some-
thing on this.

MITCHELL: That he has,
Mr. President, no question
about it. He’s a very —

PRESIDENT: Son-of-a-bitch-
ing tough thing. ;

MITCHELL: You've got

very solid guy that’s handled-

some tough things. And, I
also want to say these law-
yers that you have think
very highly of him. I know
that John spends his time
with certain ones —

PRESIDENT: Dean?. Dis-
cipline is very high.

“MITCHELL: Parkinson,
O’Brien. -

PRESIDENT: Yes, Dean
says it’s great. Well, you
know I feel for all the people,
ou know, I mean every-

ody that’s involved. Hell, is’

all we're doing is their best

- to [unintelligible] and so

forth. [Unintelligible]. That’s,
that’s why I"can’t let you go,
go down. John? It’s all right.
Come in.

DEAN: Uh—

PRESIDENT: Did you find
out anything?

DEAN: I was, I went over
te Ziegler's office. They have
an office over there. Paul
O’Brien’ll be down here in a
little while to see you. I'm
going over to Ziegler’s office
and finish this up now.

MITCHELL: Are you com-
ing back?

DEAN: Yes, I'll come back
over here then.

MITCHELL: O.K.

PRESIDENT: Yeah. Well,
when you come back—he
can, uh, is that office open
tor John now?

DEAN: Yes.

PRESIDENT: Then he can
go over there as soon [unin-
telligible] this. But, uh, the,
uh, the one thing I don’t want
to do is to—Now let me make
this clear. I, I, I thought it
was, uh, very, uh, very cruel

thing as it turned out—al-

though at the time I had to
tell [unintelligible] — what
happenéd to Adams. I don’t
want it to happen with
Watergate — the Watergate
matter, I think he made a,
made a mistake, but he
shouldn’t have been sacked,
he shouldn’t have been—And,
uh, for that reason, I am
perfectly willing to—I don’t
give a shit ‘what happens.

I want you all to stonewall
it, let them plead the Fifth
Amendment, cover-up or any-
thing else, if it'll save it—
save the plan. That's the
whole point. On the other
hand, uh, uh, I would prefer,
as I said to you, that you do
it the other way. And I would
particularly prefer to do it

' that other way if it's going to

come out that way anyway.
And that my view, that, uh,
with the number of jackass
people that they’'ve got that
they can call, they’re going
to—The story they get out
through leaks, charges and
so forth, and innuendos, will
be a hell of a lot worse than
the story they’re going to get
out by just letting it out
there. i
MITCHELL: Well—
PRESIDENT: I don’t know.
But that’s, uh, you know, up
to' this point, the whole
theory has been containment,
as you know, John.
MITCHELL: Yeah.

PRESIDENT: And now, now
we're shifting. As far as I'm
concerned, actually from a
personal’ standpoint, if you
weren’t making a personal
sacrifice — it’s unfair — Hal-
deman and Dean. That’s what
Eisenhower — that’s all he
cared about. He only cared
about — Christ, “Be sure he
was clean.” Both in the fund
thing and the Adams thing.
But I don’t look at it that
way. And I just — that’s the
thing I am really concerned
with. We're going to protect
our people, if we can.

MITCHELL: Well, the im-

‘portant thing is to get you up

above it for this first opera-
tion. And then to see where
the chips fall and, uh, and,
uh, get through this Grand
Jury thing up here. Uh, then
the Committee is another
question. [Telephone rings]
What we ought to have is a
reading as to what is [tele-
phone rings] coming out of
this Committee and we, if we
handle the cards as it pro-
gresses. [Telephone rings)
PRESIDENT: Yeah. But
anyway, we’ll go on. And,
uh, I think in order — it’ll
probably turn just as well,
getting them in the position
of, even though it hurts for a /
little while. )
MITCHELL: Yeah.

PRESIDENT: You know
what I mean. People say,
“Well, the President’s [unin-
telligible],” and so forth.
Nothing is lasting. You know
people get so disturbed about,
[unintelligible]. Now, when we
do move [pn!nto_alligiple] we
can move, in a, in a, in a, in
the proper way.

MITCHELL: If you can do
it in a controlled way it
would help and good, but,
but, but the other thing you
have to remember is that this
stuff is going to come out of
that Committee, whether—

PRESIDENT: That’s right.

MITCHELL: And it’s going
to come out no matter what.

PRESIDENT: As if, as if I,
and then it looks like I tried
to keep it from coming out.



MITCHELL: That’s why it's
important that that statement
go up to the Committee,

PRESIDENT: [Picks up
phone.] Hello. I don’t want
to talk. Sure. [Hangs up.]
Christ. Sure, we'll—

MITCHELL: It’s like these
Gray, Gray hearings. They
had it five days running that
the files were turned over to
John Dean, just five days
running—the same story.

PRESIDENT: Same story.

MITCHELL: Right. '

PRESIDENT: The files
should have been turned over.

MITCHELL:. Just should
have, should have demanded
them. You should have de-
manded all of them, -

PRESIDENT: (Unintelli-
gible) what the hell was he
doing as counsel to the
President withoyt getting
them? He ws—I told him to
conduct an investigation, and
he did.

MITCHELL: I know.

PRESIDENT: Well, it’s like
everything else.

MITCHELL: Anything else
for us to—

PRESIDENT: Get on that

other thing. If Baker can—
Baker is not proving much
of a need up to this point.
He’s smart enough.

MITCHELL: Howard is
smart enough, but, uh, we've
got to carry-him. Uh, I think
he has and I've been puzzling
over a way to have a liaison
with him and, and, uh—

PRESIDENT: He won't talk
on the phone with anybody,
according to Kleindienst. He
thinks his phone is ‘tapped.

MITCHELL: He does?

PRESIDENT: Who’s ' tap-
ping his phone?

MITCHELL: I don’t know.

PRESIDENT: Who would
he -think would tap his
phone? I guess maybe that we
would.

MITCHELL: I don’t doubt
that.

PRESIDENT: He must think
that Ervin —

MITCHELL: Maybe.

PRESIDENT: Or, or a news-
paper.

MITCHELL: Newspaper, or,
or the Democratic party, or
somebody. There’s got to be
somebody to liaison with
Kleindienst to get in a posi-
tion where—1It’s all right
from foreknowledge through
Kleindienst.

PRESIDENT: You really
wonder if you take Wally
Johnson and, uh—He’s a
pretty good boy, isn’t he?

MITCHELL: Yeah. [Unin-
telligible]

PRESIDENT: You might,
you might throw that out io
Dean. Dean says he doesn’t
want to be in such a, such a
public position. He talked to
the Attorney General [unin-

telligible] Wally Johnson. And’

. he said that — ) .
MITCHELL: Well, he will
be in the Department.
PRESIDENT: Yeah.
MITCHELL: Talking to the
Department.
PRESIDENT: (Unintelligible)
Mansfield’s down there—
MITCHELL: Everything else
under control? ‘

PRESIDENT: Yeah, we're
all doing fine. I think, though,
that as long as, uh, everyone
and so forth, is a , uh—(un-
%)nt:;lligible) still (unintelligi-

le

MITCHELL: All of Wash-
ington—the public interest in
this thing, you know.

PRESIDENT: Isn’t Nash,
(unintelligible) Earl Nash
worries the shit out of us
here in.regard, regarding (un-
intelligible)

MITCHELL: Just in time.

PRESIDENT: But the point
is that, uh, I don’t—There’s
no need for him to testify, I
have nothing but intuition,
but hell, I don’t know. I, but
—Again you really have to
protect the Presidency, too.
That’s the point.

MITCHELL: Well this does
no violence to the Presidency
at all, this concept—

PRESIDENT: The whole
scenario.

.MITCHELL: Yeah. )

PRESIDENT: No, it, uh, uh,
d—, that’s what I mean. The
purpose of this scenario is
to clean the Presidency. (Un-
intelligible) what they say
“All right. Here’s the report,
we’re going to cooperate with
the Committee,” and so forth
and so on. The main thing is
to answer (unintelligible) and
that should be a God damned

© satisfactory answer, John.

MITCHELL: It should be.

PRESIDENT: Shouldn’t it.

MITCHELL: It answers all
of their complaints they’ve
had to date, :

PRESIDENT: That's right.
They get cross-examination.

MITCHELL: Right. They
get everything but the public
spectacle.

PRESIDENT: Public spec-
tacle. And the reason we don’t
have that is because you
have to argue -

MITCHELL: They have to
argue and—

PRESIDENT: on a legal and
you don’t want them to be,
uh, used as a, uh, uh, for un-
fairly, to, to have somebedy
charged. P

MITCHELL: It’s our fault
that you have somebody
charged with not answering
the Committee’s - questions
(unintelligible) to John, make
sure you put it in, make sure
that you put it again in the
argument, the clean record,
and that’s the reason why
you have an executive ses-
sion. Because the record that
comes out of it is clean. But,
uh, in areas of dispute—

PRESIDENT: I'd rather
think, though, that all of
their yakking about this, uh,
we often said, John—we’ve
got problems,

MITCHELL: [Unintelligible]

PRESIDENT: Might cost
them [unintelligible]. Think
of their problems. They,
those bastards are really—
they’re just really some-
thing. Where is their leader-
ship?

MITCHELL: They don't
have any leadership, and
they’re leaping on every new
issue.

[NOTE: At this point a
portion of the discussion has
been deleted.]
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(Page 195)

PRESIDENT: But, you had
knowledge; Haldeman had a
lot of knowledge; and Ehr-
lichman had knowledge.

DEAN: Right.

. PRESIDENT: And I sup-
pose I did. I mean, I am plan-
ning to assume some culpab-
ility on that [unintelligible].

DEAN: I don’t think so.

PRESIDENT: Why not?

"DEAN: Uh —

PRESIDENT: I plan to be
tough on myself as I am on
the other thing, though, I, I
must say I didn’t really give
it a thought at the time be-
cause I didn’t know, uh —

DEAN: No one gave it a

thought. .
PRESIDENT: You did. You

did.
Page 199
PRESIDENT: What got Ma-
gruder to talk? _
DEAN: Uh— :
PRESIDENT: T would like
tu take the credit. -
DEAN: Because,

because,

well, uh, [laughs] he knew

that—

PRESIDENT: I thought~— I
was hoping that you had seen
him, because, uh—

DEAN: There was— Well,
he was, he wag told, he was
told that, you know, there
was going to be no chance—

PRESIDENT: You remem-
ber, though, when you made
the statement about, uh, just
making a note here about
drawing - the

based uh, Dbasically you
thought the primary [unintel-
ligible]— this was talking
about pre-

DEAN: Pre—

PRESIDENT: knowledge — .

was all in the Committee.
Right?

DEAN: That's right. Where -

it is.

PRESIDENT: That’s right.
But on Magruder, come again.
What's the deal, deal there?

[Pages 200-201]

PRESIDENT: I'm sure. On
Liddy, I wanted to .be sure
that I, that you recall, on our
conversation, I, uh — You
asked me to do something.
I've left it with Petersen now.
He said he’d handle it. Uh,
that’s the proper place —

DEAN: That’s right.

PRESIDENT: You see, when
Liddy says he can’t talk un-
less he hears from higher au-
thority——I am not his higher
authority. '

DEAN: No.

WHITE HOUSE
(Page 798)

‘D, But you had knowledge;
Haldeman had knowledge;
Ehrlichman had - knowledge
and I suppose I did that

" night. That assumes culpabil-
' ity on that, doesn’t it?

D. I don’t think so.

P. Why not? I plan to be
tough on myself so I can
handle the other thing. 'I
must say I'did not even give
it a thought at ‘the .time.

. No one gave it .a
thought at the time.

[PAGE 804]

P. What got Magruder to
talk? I would like to take
the credit.

D. Well.

P. I was hoping you had
seen him because—

D. He was told, one, that
there was no chance.

P. As a matter of fact, he
made a statement about (in-
audible) around -the White

. House. I guess this was pre-

primaries—it was all com-
mitted. But on Magruder,
come again.

_wagons - up . -
around the White House. Uh,"

(Page 805-06)

On Liddy I wanted to be
sure. You recall'our conver-
sation. You asked me to do
something. I have left it with

Petersen now and he said he-

would handle it. That’s the
proper place. :

" When Liddy says he can-
not talk with peers it must
be higher authority, I am not
his higher authority. It is
Mitchell.

HOUSE JUDICIARY
PRESIDENT: It’s Mitchell.
DEAN: Well, but I ‘hink

he’s looking for the ulti-
mate —
PRESIDENT: What do you
think he’s thinking about?
DEAN: I think he’s think-
ing about teh President.
PRESIDENT: Clemency?
DEAN: He thinks—he has
the impression that you and
Mitchell probably talk on the
telephone daily about this.
PRESIDENT: You know
we've never talked about it.
DEAN: I understand that.
PRESIDENT: I have never
talked to Mitchell about this.
Oh, - except about when,
whether. we go, uh, the ex-
ecutive privilege thing.
DEAN: Right.

WHITE HOUSE

D. Well, he obviously is
looking for the ultimate, but
I think-he is looking for the
ultimate.

He has the impression
that you and Mitchell prob-
ably talk on the telephone
daily about this.

P.. You know we have
never talked about this,

D. I understand that.

P. I have never talked to
Mitchell about  this except
when whether we go the ex-

- ecutive p?rivilege thing,

D. Right

April 16,1973
=:07 to 4:35 P.M.
E.O.B. Office
The President and John Dean

HOUSE JUDICIARY
'~ PRESIDENT: And that goes
out ahead of, frankly the
Magruder-Mitchell head-chop
business.

DEAN: That’s right: what’s’

the timing on. that? Do you
know?

Pages 215-218

DEAN: Can't [unintelligible]
—7Yes, I said, “No abuse.”

PRESIDENT: Right.

DEAN: [Unintelligible]

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligi-
ble] Magruder [unintelligible]

DEAN: They're taking him
into court to do this.

PRESIDENT: Huh? .

DEAN: They’re going to
take Magru—

PRESIDENT: I know.
DEAN:—der into court to
do this.

PRESIDENT: Lou Lavelle
went. [Unintelligible]

-DEAN: I know.

PRESIDENT: [Unintelligible] _

DEAN: I don’t think we’re
going to have many leaks
out of the grand jury or, or
the [unintelligible] court. Lo-
cal’court et cetera.

PRESIDENT: Uh, but uh,
what do you think John [un-
intelligible] ~operating too
short—by a day.

. DEAN: What about Hunt,
00.

PRESIDENT: You, Halde-
man and Ehrlichman. Magru-
der knows. I'd like to follow
that. [Unintelligible]

DEAN: What—How can he
respond to that? I don’t un-
derstand that.

PRESIDENT: Uh huh.

Cont’d on Following Page

WHITE HOUSE
. (Page 959)
P. (unintélligible) I don’t
know that the letter (inau-
dible) and that goes out

ahead, frankly, of the Ma-

gtl:,uder-Mitchell hitch doesn’t
l P

D. That's right. I wasn’t

counting on that—
(Pages 963-965)

D. Something about Magru-
der—they are going to take
him to the courts,

P. I know—he has agreed
to (inaudible)

Cont’d on Followinz Pacze

AR
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. HOUSE JUDICIARY
DEAN: [Unintelligible] his
testimony before the grand

jury. .
PRESIDENT: This testi-
mony makes a statement [un-
intelligible] .
DEAN:

Cont’d From Preceding Page -

I can’t in public

statement without- naming.

any individuals.
gible] the rights of that in-
dividual. That’s why I don’t
think that I, I can’t foresee

[unintelli- -

what he’s going to say. [Un- .

intelligible] naming any, any
individual.

PRESIDENT: You see, I
think my own [umntelhg1ble]

I requested that the U. S. At--
torney call before the grand .

jury.

DEAN: [Unlntelhglble] all,

all your staff.

PRESIDENT: I am to coop~
erate.

DEAN: Um huh.

PRESIDENT: How about
trying that for a littte {unin- -

telhglble] if the White House

staff gets called before the’
grand jury and questioned. .

DEAN: The prosecution

will

[unintelligible] needed -

somebody to wash.or, or the

like. They may or may .hot
want to Hhear, .and—by the

way, I would, I would bounce

that -one off of Henry, uh—

PRESIDENT: Yeah, Ehrlich-
man and Haldeman and Ma-
gruder.

DEAN: It 1s, it has been? .

Or—
PRESIDENT:. We can al-
ways find reasons. :
‘DEAN: And Hunt’s. .
PRESIDENT: [Unlntelh-

gible] oh, my ‘God, we’ve got
to leave [unmtelhglble] Ehr- .

lichman and Haldeman :pre--

dict, thank God :[unintelli-

glble] world. They were on

top: they’re shot down. .

DEAN: That’s right. [unxn-
telligible]. The: other - thing -

that always worried me is

not getting shot down, but
not giving out enough, ‘and : .

starting a, a chain going that

we didn’t want, because we .

didn’t give - enough
would, uh—[coughs]- [un1ntel~
hglble] unfortunately, the

source of.the problem, and '

it’s just, it’s.mind - bogghng

but you think about it, uh— -

PRESIDENT: And— -

DEAN: He didn’t care—

PRESIDENT: - All across
[unintelligible]

DEAN:. That’s right.: Lord
knows, Lord knows [unmtel-
ligible]

PRESIDENT: And after he
didn’t turn it off— .

DEAN: And then we bailed
him out, and that’s why we
have a problem

PRESIDEN:" [umntelhgxble]

and then you said the whole -

Cont’d From Preceding Page
WHITE HOUSE

D. I can’t foresee what we-
would want to say about any'

mvestxgatlon —_—

P. “You see I make my-

own.” How about tfying
that? “Let the White - House
Staff (maudlble) o

" | berg?

" HOUSE JUDICIARY -
White House at least, uh, up
to. you, and Ehrlichman.
Haldeman after regretfully
dealing with the fact. We've
got to.keep the thing from
going upstairs, to Mitchell,
I mean, your conversation
with Magruder—

DEAN: That’s’ right..

" PRESIDENT: The fact that,
uh, you’re supposed to sup-
port him—everybody—

DEAN: Uh huh.

PRESIDENT: And therefore

| Mitchell [unintélligible]

DEAN: Oh, Mitchell,

Mitchell was making heavy
comments about, you know,
if Hunt and Liddy blow, the
White House will have a big-

ger problem than he will,.

sort of things. .
PRESIDENT: Yeah.
DEAN: Whatever they had

done -over here would be:

quite embarrassmg durmg the

election, also.
PRESIDENT: Yeah, '
DEAN: And I

No hard facts. Just [unintel-

ligible] Ellsberg’s office, and .

thinks like that..
PRESIDENT:
ble] that wouldnt have been

B very good. o
DEAN: You: know uh, you
. know, poor Bud Krocvh uh,

is -jus;t miserable, knowing
what he knows.-
PRESIDENT: Meanmg Ells-

DEAN: Yeah, he’s ——

DEAN:" Hopefully  not.

"There’s no reason it should

be. The only evidence that
they have which they ‘must

-—That’s one of the reasons
I have argued against a spe- ..
| cial prosecutor. The special.

" prosecutor is . going to run

| across -
screwy. [umntelhgxble] that -
_picture, "that picture in front”

evidence that’s:

of the doctor’s office.’ [unin~
telligible] can’t get into'that.

PRESIDENT This
their ea— that they’re—

. DEAN:" That’s. not their
“case. It’s ]ust got forced on

them:
PRESIDENT: That's right.

DEAN: When I was. first,

‘you know, first talking, uh,

with regard to [unmtelhglble]
PRESIDENT: - [unintelligi-:
ble]
DEAN: They wanted to
just, just, just the original

“time run these guys through

the grand jury, with immu-

-suppose
" there’s. some truth in that.

[ Umntelhgi— ;

“honest. with - you.

is not

WHITE HOUSE -

_D. Unfortunately it doesn’t
solve; : your problem. - Mine
bother ‘me. but (unintelligi-
ble) Mitchell was making

heavy' comments: that Liddy

and Hunt will. ‘make ‘heavier
problems for. -the: ~"White
House than he w1ll (unmtel-
ligible) .

D. Poor Bud Krogh is so mis-
erable. Knowing what he

: knows—

P. Need any help with him?
“Run these. guys through the’

- Grand Jury—"
.| PRESIDENT: Yeah, well -
'| [unintelligible]. 2 ; _ -]
D. There is no reason that

he ‘should be. The only

“evidence that they. have.(in- .

audible) . It just got forced .

“on him. When ‘I was first

talking .to him—To be. very
I have
-talked ‘about it around here

" before I got in to -see for

_many, many months. Then
I thought I could not let it

- interfere with my work any-
- more seo I thought I mlght

as: well forget it.

nity, and .see what came out. . .

PRESIDENT:
ble]

DEAN: Uh, let us fight our
battle with the Senate.

DEAN: [unmtelhgxble]

PRESIDENT: It won't pull
us down [unintelligible]. We

[unintelligi- v




HOUSE JUDICIARY

: can wait and handle it in the

[unintelligible] court.
DEAN: We never—

. PRESIDENT: ' [unintelligi-

ble) virtually nine months.

 [unintelligible]

DEAN: Dean couldn’t get
there with the facts.

PRESIDENT: [unintelligi-
ble] they’ll ask.

DEAN: I didn’t.have the
power to compel Mitchell or

. Magruder to tell me what

had happened. I just sur-
mised what had happened.

. PRESIDENT: [unintelligi-
le] - -

DEAN: Absolutely.
PRESIDENT: We've been
through this particular [un-

. intelligible]

DEAN: They pulled it out
inch by inch, uh,, and it’'ll
just, uh, it’ll bring you down
with it in this [unintelligible]
committee. -

PRESIDENT:
hurts, as you say.

" .DEAN: I've been, uh, to be

very ‘honest, I've talked
about it aroundhere before
I got in to see you for many,
many months. Uh, I said, you

know; I 'said the contain-

ment theory is not working

anymore so ‘you might "as

well forget it, :
PRESIDENT: Right. That’s

what you came in to see

me? Fine. :

'~ DEAN: Fine. It works. Fi-

nally, I started coming in to

see you and that’s when we
started getting action. .
PRESIDENT: ‘I have no

| right [unintelligible]

DEAN: Then I was told by
all of those after joining this,
that'd be talking surrender.
I'm not talking surrender. I'm
talking reailstically. [Unintell-
igible] investigation -going.
They’ve got subpoena-power,
immunity power, and they’re

going to break somebody up -
there, just as sure—And, uh,..
Ive always said that -it’s a -

domino situation—One, one

- goes — and that’s exactly

what’s happened here; Mr.
President. . - - [ - ;
PRESIDENT: The poor guys.
DEAN: The poor men and
the [unintelligible]- -all the
way around. N :
PRESIDENT:
[unintelligible.]
DEAN: That’s right. = .
PRESIDENT  and DEAN:
(Unintelligible)
DEAN: How do you want
to" handlé it: - Ehrlichman,
Haldeman, and Dean?.

Secretaries,

PRESIDENT: That’s a good *

question. (Unintelligible) the

| biggest part of that question
- is when, under the circum-

stances—it’s, uh—

DEAN: Here’s the argu- »
-ment I, I've been meaning

to tell you: First of all,.there

well, it

WHITE HOUSE

P. That's right. That's
when you came in to see me.

D. Finally, that is when I

came in to see you and got
some answers. _ »

Now, they have their full
investigation going — with
subpoena power, investigative
power, etcetera..It is all like
a set of dominoes of one goes
they will all go. . ,

N

g

' P. Secretaries stcetera.

D. I don't know (unintell-

igible) They. are going to
handle ' Ehrlichman and

“have

HOUSE JUDICIARY

is, there’s, there is potential
—There are prima facie sit-
uations right now that are
very difficult in, uh, to prove
in context that—been made
aware of. Uh, does that
thereby make it necessary
for you to make a judgment
that those people should
leave the staf funtil their,
their name is cleared?

PRESIDENT: It makes it
necessary for me to relieve
them of any duty if this
peaks.

DEAN: That’s right.

PRESIDENT: Which I have

done. It makes it necesssary
for me to [unintelligible]
Haldeman turn. it down,
which T end up.

DEAN: But that — I don't
know —

PRESIDENT: I'm happy to
discuss it with him, but
whether, you just say let’s
go all out and tromp their
ass: I do not —

DEAN: That’s the tougher
question, because one, that’s
putting you in- the position
of being the, the judge and
tryer of the facts.

PRESIDENT: Before —

DEAN: Before all the facts

-are in, necessarily.

PRESIDENT: That’s really
my problem on that. I mean,
I—so this fellow says that,
and this fellow says that—
that’s the thing that con-
cerns me.

DEAN: Well, maybe that’s

‘the way this ought to be

handled, publicly. Say, “I
certain information
about — you krow, allega-
tions have been made about
persons, some publicly—some

. have not become public yet

—but I am not in a position
where I can.make any.”

‘PRESIDENT: Yeah..Yeah.

DEAN:  “Judgments, ‘be-’
cause all the facts aren’t in
yet.”

PRESIDENT: But you. real-
ly think, John, don’t
that, uh, you [unintelligible]
in the meantime—

DEAN: Okay. -

PRESIDENT: Your state-
ment, this statement is ter-
ribly important. And, then
frankly, something very
shortly beforehand [unintel-
ligible]. Right?

DEAN: Right.

PRESIDENT: TI'll -talk to
you on Thursday [unintelligi-
ble]. Thank you.

DEAN: Yes, sir.

PRESIDENT: Would you
say that you [unintelligible]

. move, uh [unintelligible] in

this area?
DEAN: Right.
PRESIDENT: And, uh [un-
intelligible]

tial

you, |

WHITE HOUSE
prime facie situation
right now (inaudible) which
thereby makes it necessary
for you to make a judgment
that those people should
leave the staff. ,

P. Make it necessary for me
to relieve them from any
duties at this state.

D. That’s right.

P. I don’t have to discuss

‘it with him—but Just say,

-“You areall out”

D. That is a tougher ques-

tion because one that iz
putting you in the position of
being the judge of the entire
facts before all the facts are
in, necessarily.

P. That is really my prob-
lem in a nutshell. So those
fellows. say that—this fellow
says that— =

~ D. Maybe that is the way
this ought to be handled. You
say, “I have heard informa-
tion about allegations about
(inaudible) some publicly
and some have not become
public yet. I am not in a po-

sition. to judge because all
the faets are not in yet (in-
audible)? oo

P. (Inaudible) But you:
agree, John, don’t you that:

the - statement is
everybody? -And frankly —
Balance
closes.)

inaudible — door.

fair to.

{

Haldeman. There is a poten-



