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By Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward
Washington Post Staff Writers

The House Judiciary Committee’s tran-
script of the recorded White House

Watergate conversations reveals that, as
early as March 13; 1973, President Nixon
apparently took the initiative in conceal-
ing the facts of Watergate from govern-
ment investigators.

On March 13—eight days before Mr.
Nixon has, insisted he first learned of
the Watprgate cover-up—the President
engaged in the following dialogue with
then White House counsel John W. Dean
ITI, according to the transcript released
by the Judiciary Committee yesterday.

“Well, what about the hang-out thing?”
Mr. Nixon asked Dean, employing the
“hang-out” euphemism used synonymous-
ly in the White House with “letting it
all hang out” or telling the truth

The President, who moments earlier
had been told Iby Dean that White House
aide Gordon Strachan had known about

the Watergate bugging operation in ad-

vance, continued:

“Uh, is it too late to, to, frankly, go
the hang-out road? Yes 1t is,” Mr. Nixon
stated in answer to his own question.
The earlier White House transcript of
this same conversation did not include
Mr. Nixon’s phrase “Yes, it is;}.and in-
stead showed John Dean—not the Presi-
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By Lawrence Meyer
Washington Post Staff Writer

The House Judiciary Committee’s tran-
script of the critical March 21, 1973, meet-
ing between President Nixon and White
House counsel John W, Dean III appears
to provide the most damagmg version yet
made public of Mr. Nixon’§ attitude toward
the payment of “hush money” to Water-
gate conspirator E. Howard Hunt Jr.

The Judlc1a1y Committee transcript,
which differs in significant respects {from
the edited White House transeript’ of the
March 21 meeting, shows Mr. Nixon as
more of an advocate of makmg the pay-
ment to Hunt. :

The Judiciary Commlttee transcrlpt
shows President Nixon, when\ -discussing
the possibility of meetmg Hunt’s, demand
for money, as saying, “ . hisgprice is
pretty high, but at least, u.h we should, we
should buy the time on that uh, as I point-
ed out to John” (emphasis added)

In the White House version of the same
conversation, Mr. Nixon was quoted as say-
ing “. . . his price is pretty high, but at
least we can buy the time on that.

At another point, the Judiciary: Commm
tee transcript shows Mr. Nixon returning

the discussion to the subject of the money:

“But let’s now come backto the'money, a
million dollars, and so forthiandso on. Let
me say that I think you co¥ld get' that in
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President’s words “Yes, it
is” were followed by this
dialogue . in which Dean
agreed it was too late for
the hang-out road and the
President again ruled out
the idea even more explicit-
ly: k-
'yDean: “T think it is. I
think — Here’s  the — The
hantfout road—--"

PreSIdent “The hang-out -

road’s going to have to be
rejected. I,-some, I under-
stand it was- reJected ?

In the White House version
of the:.same conversation,
the President’s last state-
ment is characterized as “in- -
audible” after the words
“The hang-out road . . .”

The difference could prove
significant in the Judiciary

Committee’s impeachment
inquiry because the Com-
mittee’s version implies the
‘President already /knew as
of March 13, 1973, that the
option of cooperating with
federal investigators had
been foreclosed. There is no
clear indication in either the
White ‘House or the Comh-
mittee’s version of ‘who

might have earlier rejected

the option of full disclosure.

For the past 15 months,
Mr. Nixon has consistently
maintained that he first
learned of the Watergate

cover-up on March 21, 1973,
when he and Dean discussed

the matter in the Oval Of-

fice for almost two hours.
The White House version -

of the Marcn'13 conversa-

tion had already under-
minéd"Mr. Nixon’s position
becz of its chsc]osure p
old the }‘reeldent@{
late of Strachan’s’
reknowladge of
the Wa&ergate bugging, oper-
ation.

But, until yesterday’s re-
lease of the Judiciary Com-
mittee’s . franscript, there '
had been no stmnff indica-
tion that the President
might have alrzady tal\en an "
active, decision-making role
in the Watergaie coverup-as.
early as Maren 13,

The March 13 corversa-
tion took place against the
backdrop of White House
plans, involving Mr. Nixon,
for a then-upcominz investi-
gation by the Senate Water-
gate Commitiee and an in-
tensified inquiry by FBI and
Justice Degpartment investi-
gators.

Both "“'versions of the
March 13 meeting show the

? ;

Ples1dent as observmg, |
suppose w;g: can’t ~call that
justice, can 'we?” when' told .
by Dean that Strachan had
already lied twice to feclel al’
1nvest1gators
nfwever in the Judluary
mittee version Dean

tells the President ‘,"oi‘I

Strachan: “He’ll go in and
stonewall it and say, ‘I don’t
know. anything about what
you are talking about.’ He
has already done it twice, as
you know, in 1nterv1ews
(with federal investigators).”

In the White House ver-
sion.of the same statement,

li Dean presents Strachans

possible future, “stonewall-

in
thi:
and does not S0 clearly, indi
cate that Mr. Nixon might
have already known of earlier
“alleged lying by Strachan. The
White House version quotes
Dean as follows:

““He can go in and stone-
wall, and say, T don’t know
anythmg about what you are
talking about’ He has al-
readv done it twice you know,
in interviews.”

The Judiciarv Commlr‘reo
version of the March 13 con-
versation contains other ex-
amples of key statements ej-
‘ther not contained in the
White House transcript or
showing the President in a
less favorable light than his

t.
1%.me according

to' the Judiciary. Co

version, Dean toldi the
Preszdent “A lot oftipeovle
around here had knowledqe
that something was going on
over there,” referring to the
President’s re-election com-

an optlon-—not some-

ready dec1ded upon—

mittee. The statement is -

missing entirely from the
edited White House tran
script.

Later in the conversatlon

the President asked Dean if -

any information was ob-
tained from the Watergate
bugging operation.

In the White House ver-
sion, the President replied,
that H.R. Haldeman, then
the Whlte House chief of
staff, “one time said some-
thmCI to me about’ 1 some-
thing, tms or that or Some-
thing.” !

In the Judiciary Commit-

tee version), the President
says that Haldeman “one
time said something  about
the fagt: we got some“infor-
mation about this . . .”—.ap~
parently indicating some
knowledge of cover—infor-
mation-gathering efforts.

At another point 'in the
Judiciary committes tran-
script, the President said
that Haldeman “must have
known about” Donaid H.
Segretti, a California attor-

Jas id-pelitical!
“on “behalf of the
Premdent S re-eiection.

There is no comparable sta-
tement in the White House
transcript.

Other portions not con-
tained in the White ™ouse
transeripts indicate that the
President might have
thought former Atforney
General John WN. Mitchell
knew about the Watergate

. bugging in advance.

In both versions, Dean
says in reference to Mit-

H !
—

chell, “I don’t think he knew

it was there.”

ut only in the szdtmary
&omml‘ctee version does the
President  repiy:  “You

kigding?”

In the White House ver-
sion, the President said, “I
don’t think that Mitchell
knew about this sort of
thing.”

But in the Judiciarv Com-
mittee version, the Presi-
dent seems ineredulous
when Dean, suggects Mit-
chell didn’t know, and states:
“You don’t think Mitchell
knew about this thing?”

In an earlier conversation
between Dean and the Presi-
dent on Feb. 28, 1973, there
is-.also a significant differ-
ence between the White
House and Judlmary Com-

- mittee versions.

It was at this meetlng that
the . subject of ~executive
clemency for the Watergate )

The two transc Ipt ver-.
sions are almost it nti
the President’s question
about clemency. In the Judi-
ciary Committee version it
is: “What the hell do they
expect, though? Do they ex-
pect that they will get clem-
engy. within a reasonable
time?”

But the White House ver-
sion shows no response by
Dean. In the Judiciary Com-
mittee version, . Dean re-
sponds: “I think they do.
(Unintelligible) going to do.”
This is an indication that the
President was aware of such
expectations by the Water-
gate burglars.

Only the President is em-
powered by law to grant ex- .
ecutive clemency, but in .

neither version does he in- .
quire how the burglars came
to expect such grants of
clemency

N
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m but there are ways.”
i.[‘he White House transcmpt
quoted Mr. Nixon as saying,
“L just have a feeling on it.
ﬁgl it sounds like a lot of
foney, a million dollars. Let

my. (sic) say that I think we
could get that. I know money

is ‘hard to raise.”

The March 21 meeting be-
tween Dean and Mr. Nixon
‘was the first time, according
to both Dean and Mr. Nixon,
that Mr. Nixon was given a
full account of tHe Watergate
coverup Mr. Nixon has pro-
vided a number of different,
and sometimes conflicting, ac-
-counts of/what Dean told hlm
dl)arme thiat meeting.

M1 Nixon said in a formal
statement released . Aug. 15,
1%73 that, “I was only told

(on Malch 21) that the money .
had been used for attorney’s -

fees and family support, not
that it had beeryr paid to pro-
cure;.silence f_\i%ym the . re01p1-

‘M

‘@}1 March' 6, 1974, du:rmg a
p@ss conference Mr. Nixon
contradicted his earlier state-
lent. “And for the: flI‘St
tigle,” Mr. Nixon said]

arch 21 he (Dean) told me
, that payments had been made
‘tg; ‘defendants for the purpose
;o@ keeping them quiet, not
simply for their defense.”
Vhen. Mr. Nixon .was

n the contradiction, he
eplied ‘that' his March 6
statement “was incorrect in-
sofar as it said that I

v, and I know money is !

.transcrlpt quotes Mr. Ni.

ed on March 19 to ex--

payments had

sho.ld say, since it has’ not
vet been tried—that pa‘y
ments had been' made for
the purpose of keeping der
fendants still. I should have
said they were alleged to
have been made because. as
a matter of fact those who
were alleged to have made
payments to defendants for
their defense fees and for
their support .. . all have
denied that, .that was, theé
case. They, Have said it .was
only for the support of the
defendants and only for
their attorneys’ fees, wlfnch
would . be completely
proper.” "

The Judiciary Committee
transcript, of\the March 2lst
meefing, however, 10WS
Mr. Nixon with an apparent
sense of urgency and:as an
advocate of meeting ﬂunt‘
demand for money, which
Dean reported to him that
day The Judiciary Comimit-
tee transcript contains dif-

ferenges in words an ntire
vassages that give a jarper
fefinition of Mr. Nixon's ‘

so§tlon regarding the - pay-
ment of ‘money - tof) the
Watergate defendantsifi/f ;
'ghe Judiciary Commlttee
ver§1on quotes Mr, Nixon as
referring to the “present.de-
mand” from Hunt, in con-
trast to t he Whlte House
version quoting Mr.
as referrmg to the “preseﬂt
finance” of Hunt. The Judi-
c1ary version thus giveg.t
1m[pressmn that Nr. N;
understood that the m y
Hunt was seeking was black
mail rather than mere fin
uaI{“assmtance
The Judiciary Commit;

as saymg to Dean: “But

‘thetmoment don’t you agree

that youw’d better get thae
Hunt thing? I mean, thaf;'s
vorth it, at the moment.” ko g

THe White House Versn‘m

“But at themoméent don'
you agree it is better to g
'he Hunt thing that’s wher?é

that .
Later when the conversg:
tion returned to meetir

Hunt’s demand. Afor $120, 000
*he  Judiciary: s

" quotes Mr. Nixon” ps saymg

with the White House tran—
seript.

In the Judiciary Commlt-
tee version, KNir. Nixon is
juoted saying, “Wou d:
agre that that’s a b

thing, you better da
eﬁﬁhat don z_tt‘«f_'fas

ommittee :
again reflects a difference -

.omitting the words ‘“but

7 fast” quoted Mr. Nixon as

ying, ' “Would you. .agree

at “that’s the primie thing

'that‘you damn well better

get that done?”

ik Judlclary Committee
vers on also appears to show
that Mr. Nixon was sensmve
to the "difficulties in getetmCr
money to the Watergate. de-
fendants without Ieavmg
any trail.

“Well, the main pomt “now |

is the people who will need
the Jmoney (unmtelhg1ble) ?
Mr. :Nixon is quoted as say
ing 1n the Judiciary Comm1t-
tee version. “Well of course,
you've got the surplus from
the campaign. That we have
to account for. But if there’s
any = other money hangmg
around ?

The Whlte House Versmn
again is different: “Well, of
course you have a surplus
from the campaign. Is there
jany other money hanging
around?” The White House

. version does not contain’the

sentence, “That we have to
account for,” an apparentiref-
erence t\ federal law reduir-
ing, an | acyountind of ._how
money: from the 1972 leon
presidential campaign, »was
spent.

At another point, Mr. Nix-
on is quoted in the Judlclary
Committee transcript as. re-
ferring to the likelihoo g
Hunt will “squeal.’” ®
White House transcrlpt re-
flects no such statement.

In discussing with ﬁDean
what might be revealed the
Judiciary Committee * tran-
scnpt shows Mr. Nixon tak-
ing a stronger posmon than
that' réflected in theWhite
House,transcripts. i

“And that means, wa got
to, we’ve got to keep it off of
you, uh, which I, which T .(un-
intelligible) obstruction of
justice thing,” the Judiciary
Committee transcmpt quotes
Mr. Nixon as saying. i

In the White House ‘ver-
sion, Mr. Nixon was quéted
as saying, “And that me ans
keeping off you.”

At another point, Mr. le-

on discussed the possibility of

using a cover story that a
Cuban committee in Miami
provided funds to the Water-
gate defendants.

The Judiciary Committee
version quotes Mr. Nixon as
assertmg, “As far as what
happened up to this time; our
cover . there is just going to
be the Cuban committee did
this i’or them upthrough the
electlbn i

In the White House ver-
sion, Mr. Nixon' was quoted
as askmg,
though, as far ds what has -
happened un to this time, are
covered on their situation,

“These . fellows

' saying,
. comes down to that, we can-

the “election? 3
In a broader contex lof

the Watergate coverup, the

Judiciary’ Committee’s tran-
wseript also relfects d1ffer-

ences damaging td - Mr.
Nixon, .

At one point, the conver-
sation between Mr. Nixon:
and Dean turned to the pos-
sibility of criminal cases be-
ing deyeloped against White
House' chief of staff H.: R.
(Bob) Haldeman top presh
dential domestic
John D. Ehrlichman or for-
mer Attorney General John
N. Mitchell.

The Judiciary Committee
versmn quotes Mr. Nixon as
“Well if it really

- not; maybe-——we’d have to

. a direction:

shed it in order to contain it
agaz'n.”

In the White House ‘ver-
s1on Mr. Nixon stated, “If it
really comes down to that
we' - would have’ to
(unintelligible) some ‘of the
men.” »

In discussing the appear-
ance of his aides before the
federal grand jury lnvestl-
gating the Watergate affair,
the White House version
quoted Mr. Nixon as advis-
\ing. “But you can say I don’t

gmember.”

n the Judiciary corm;mt-
'tee versio; ‘Mr. Nixon gives
“Just ‘be damned
sure you say I don’t remems-
ber .

adviser |




