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Washington

U.S. District. Judge John
J. Siriea dismissed*yester-
day “all .defense motions to
dismiss, -delay or move the
Watergate coverup trigl
schieduled to begin ‘Septem-
ber 9. ‘

The action came after two
of the defendants — former
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell ‘ and. Kenneth W
Parkinson, former counsel
to President Nixon’s Te-
election comiittee — asked
the Supreme Court to dis-
qualify Siricaas presiding
judge in the trigl,

Mitchell and ' Parkinson
contend that Sirica has
shown bias toward the pros-
ecution in the case.

The Supreme Court took
the question under advise-
ment. .

Although he rejected other

motions, Siricy schedulad g.

brief private hearing for
July 29 and 30 ¢n plea by
Gordon (., Strachan, who
Was an aide to former White

House . chief of . staff 1, R ‘ P2 o
Haldeman, to dismiss his in- Jury Saminguon,,

dictment.” .
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Sirica heard oral argy-
ments June 11-13 on motions
filed by Mitchell, former
White House aides Halde-
man, trachan and Jokin D.
Ehrlichman ang Nixon re-
election aides Parkinson ang
Robert C. Mardian, Al are
charged with conspiring to
cover up the Watergate
scandal,

In a 21-page order, Siricg
rejected the argument that
the case should be dismissed
because the Senate Water-
gate committtee generated
highly inflammatory publici-
ty. He pointed out that none
of the defendants was under
indictment at the time he
testified at 1ast Summer’s
hearings.

He also said that changing
the location of the trial or
granting each defendant gz
separate trial “woyld be in-

“effective remedjes in this

case.” .

Sirica also said motions
for postponement should not
be granted unti] aﬁer the
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