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- Of Hunt's Money Demand
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! Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 3—A for-
mer lawyer for President Nix-
on’s re-election campaign com-
mittee described for the House
Judiciary .Committee today.the
early stages of a scheme that
led to a $75,000;cash payment
last year te oneof the original
Watergate: defendants. |

.. The lawyer,. Payl. L,. O’Brien,
was one of two figures involved
“in the payment who testified
today in the-induiry .into’ the
possible impeachment of Mr.
Nixon,

According to committee mem-
bers, neithgx' answered the ul-
timate' question: Whether Mr.
Nixon had' ordered ‘or acqui-
esced in, the payment and, if
so, whether he had intended
the money to be used to keep
E. Howard Hunt Jr. from. testi-

[him. Mr. O’Brien then walked
across the -street-to Mr. Bitt-
man's office and saw Mr. Hunt.
" Mr- Hunt, who was scheduled
tto be sentenced the next week
1

after 'pleading guilty - in the
roriginal Watergate conspiracy|-
rcase, asked Mr. O’Brien for
'$130,000 for legal fees and
family support while he was
in prison.

Disclosures Threatened

If he did not get the money,
Mr. Hunt told Mr. O’Brien, he
would disclose the ‘“seamy
things” he had done for the
’White House and might be
iforced to ‘“re-examine” his
“options.” =

Mr. O’Brien then reported the
conversation to John W, Dean
3d, then Mr! Nixon’s'legal
counsel, and had no further
dealings in the case. ;

At lunchtime. today, Repub-
lican members made the “point
that Mr. O’Brien had believed

«fying freely.
* Mr. O'Brien and Frederick C.

paign aide, were ‘summoned be-
fore the committee at“the re-
quest of James D. St. Clair, Mr.
Nixon’s, defense attorney.
_Mr: St. Clalr and. many. Re-
\publicans on the commifte
|lieve that if .Mr.. Nixon i
'exonerated '6f ¢rimi
city in the hush money, scheme
he shou
Most ©
see ithe P

emocrats, . however,
ment to Mr. "Hunt

as’only one element in a broad|

range of Presidential abuses.
' Mr. O'Brien, Jike Mr. Nixon,
was named an’ unindicted. co-

conspirator in the Watergate
cover-up case”for his alleged)

role in the payment.*Today he

told the committee, which is|
‘headed by Representative Peter|

‘W. ‘Rodino Jr, Democrat. of
New Jersey, about-the events

: . jand that no bl
LaRue, a former ranking cam-f

a,be- 1

uld ot be impeached. |

the money was legitimately
for legal fees and sustenance
ackmail wag i

Ivolved. P
I Thus, these Républicans
tended that Mr. Dean was. em-
bellishing on the facts when he
'told: the President on March 21
that Mr. Hunt'was blackmailing

{the White House..
Find Nixon Case Aided
After lunch, however, under
close’ questioning from Demo-
cratic - members, Mr. O’Brien |
reportedly acknowledged” that

sentence has been deferred
while he is cooperating with
the authorities. 3,
He has ‘"acknowledged thatf
he collected the $75,000 in
campaign money that was
given to ‘Mr. Hunt and had
made the arrangements for the
payment. 2
Two Hours Before Panel

In the two hours he was be-
fore the committee today, how-| .
ever, Mr. LaRue was asked{’
only ‘background questions;|’
and not about the March 21
payment. ’

He is schetduled to return
to the witness table Monday.

Mr. St. Clair has told the|i
committee that the critical
question for Mr. LaRue is
whether he received his au-
ithorization from the campaign
'director, John N. Mitchell,: to
make -the payment before, or
after,the March 21 conversa-
tion between the President and
Mr. Dean at which Mr. Hunt’s
demand was discussed. = -

Mri;St. Clair hopes to sho
that the scheme was set in nto-

tion before the President even ,

‘knew: about it.

Mr. “O’Brien and Mr. LaRue
were tehe first of six key fig-
ures proposed as witnesses b
Mr. St. Clair.

Appearance by Mitchell

One of the others, H. Rl
Haldeman, the President’s for-f
mer, chief of staff, informed
the ‘committee through Mr.: St.
Clair ;yesterday that he would
not testify voluntarily and that
he would invoke his constitu-
tional privilege against self-
incrimination if he was sub-

o1

{poenaed, Committee members| |

of both parties then agreed to|.
forgoiihis testimony.

Theé ' three other men—Mr.
Dean, Mr. Mitchell and :Mr.
Bittman—are expected . to -ap-

there had beeen an “implicit
threat” in Mr. Hunt’s demand.

Nonetheless, the President’s
strongest supporters on the
committee mainained that Mr.-
Nixon’s case had been helped:
by the testimony. “It’s not:l-:
legal ‘to sustain defendants,”
said* Representative Charles; E.,
Wiggins, a' California Republi-|
can. <« & |

However,, one Repu
Representative Hamilton
Jr. ef upstate Né )
is still undecided ‘about hi
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peachment ' vote, complained
wryly that Mr. O'Brien did not
*“*have- total A

Continued From P

leading up to'ithat payment onN
March 21,1973, . i

THe public'/was" " excluded|
from the hearing, and the vary-,
ing interpretations given the:
testimony depended in large
measure on each member’s
viewpoint about impeachment.
But Democrats and Republicans
jagreed on_ 'the gist of Mr.
O’Brien’s statements.

According to the members,]
Mr.. O’Brien gave the following
jaccount:,

1, Col. 2

On March 16, 1973, William:

0. Bittman, Mr. Hunt’s attorney,

- Brooks' an

i hours of- testimony from, & Mr.

|,ca11ed Mr. O’Brien and said that|,
{Mr. Hunt wanted to meet with|.

~And" Rej

‘bara’ Jordan, |
both Texas "Democrats;, said
|that they could not see that
|it made‘any.-difference, , what
Mr..O'Brien thoughtithe.tioney
‘was going torbe. used-for be-
cause in their view, the tran-
scripts.of the President’s tape-
recorded conversations showed
that Mr. Nixon believed ‘black-
mail was involved. R

Mr. O’Brien’s testimony
lasted until midafternoon, -and
the committee heard only" two

LaRue. before breaking for a
Jong holiday weekend. !

* Mr: LaRue-has pleaded guilty
to obstruction of justice in
‘the Watergate case, and his

wi ﬁ be interviewed by the
{impeachment inquiny staff, but
Mr. 'St. Clair-sai&%oday that

he h

pearsbefore the committee next
week. After a serious partisan
jbattke"l,nast week over the wit-

| ness:list, Mr. Rodino, in a con-
ciliatory move, agreed to allow
all of Mr. St. Clair's witnesses
to testify.
VM | Mitchell

P refused = last

ad been assured by Mr.

ton such as birth control pills
Over. all, he said, the use of
he devices' appears; to:ibe nc
azardous than other2widely
1sed methods of comtrdceptior
iuch as birth contr},pilis.’
Last week, the Robins com.
Jany agreed to stop the distrig
oution and sale of the Dalko:
Shield pending the F.D.A. re
view of its safety and-efficac
Earlier, Planned Parenthoodly:
National Medical Committee
rected its 700 affiliated clinics
to call in all patients using that|'
device and warn them of its
potential risk if they became
oregnant. Tt
Planned parenthood “serves|
about 850,000 patients, abut 10’
ver cent of whom use various
levices. ‘

An HEW. spokesman said
‘hat the more' than 3,000 clinics
t helped support served abut
iree and half million women,
ibout 20 per cen of whom usec]
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virth-conrol devices.
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nember of Father Conlon’s con-
grggwpn, and the prosecution
charged that he was “mad at
the church” and wanted to get
back the money he had given
it over the years. .
Justice Bernard Dubin ‘seft
sentencing for Sept. 9. He notecl
or the record that Mr, King
lad threatened him, his cpurt-
ppointed ‘uy yer an‘g a pews-
1an, Loy
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lliness Delays Brasao Trial |
‘The trial of ‘Representative
rank J. Brasco was" recessed
esterday until tomorrow be-




