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ALXON INTERVENED
N OFFIGE DETALS

Testimony Leads Some on
Panel to Think President
Knew About Cover-Up

ThRS

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM
Speclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 2—The
House Judiciary Committee re-
portedly heard today testimony
that President Nixon paid close
attention not only to grave pol-
icy matters but also to the
most minute details of White
House business. {
The testimony came from
Alexander P. Butterfield, staff
Isecretary at the White House
jin Mr. Nixon’s first term, who
Iwas the first witness to appear
before the panel since the hear-
ings on Mr. Nixon’s possible
impeachment hegan May 9.
" The hearings were closed to
the public, and the accounts of|
the testimony and the interpre-
tations given it may have been
colored by the predilections of
the committee members.
Republicans Disagree
Some Democrats who are in-
clined toward impeachment
concluded that the President
had been so concerned about

he must have known that his
|staff was trying to cover up|
the facts of the Watergate bur-!
glary and that it was involved,
in other improprieties. ;

But Republican members,
after hearing Mr. Butterfield's
testimony, said that it was
wrong to draw such an infer-|
ence. They said it was entirely
possible that the President’s
former chief of staff; H. R.
Haldeman, had shielded him
from-the facts. :

Meanwhile, in Fedéral Dis-
trict Court here, David R. Young
Jr., another former White House
aide, testified that he believed
John D.- Ehrlichman, a former
top adviser to the President,
had specifically authorized “the
examination” of Dr. Daniel Ells-
berg’s psychiatric records in
1971 without the knowledge or
consent of Dr. Ellsberg’s former
psychiatrist. [Page 12.]

Mr. Butterfield, who'is now
head of the Federal Aviation
Administration, was said to
have been .unable to tie Mr.
Nixon directly to the Watergate

_himself had-been in complete

fvinsky, Democrat of Iowa, who

‘is expectéd to. wvote. for..im-
!peachment, said that he.had
\got the impressiori from Mr.
[Butterfield’s testimony that
\“the President ran the gpera-
t*ai«*m" in the White House!

but had not been -called before
the Judiciary Commiittee to tes-
tify. about those matters.
An Insider’s Viewpoint
Rather, he was asked to pro-
vide an insider's view of the

day-to-day workings of the| | ‘Very Much Aware’
White House chain of command,’ | Asked whether Mr. Halde-
land, by all accounts, he did so. |man and others had been per-
. Mr. Butterfield was exten- S&L@e’s{ " to alg\t mdepenc(i{ently,
[ . Mr. Mezvinsky answered:
isively questioned by the spe- i Y £

icial impeachment counsel, John You have 2 President who

| . (seems very much aware of
M. Doar, and the Republican |what was happening. He was
counsel, Albert E. Jenner Jr.,

very: much aware of what Mr.
as ‘well as by Mr. Nixon’s de- |Haldeman was doing and
fense attorney, James D. Wanted to be kept aware of!
St. Clair. Some committee |WNat went on in the White
|members also posed direct

House.”

|questions, - although mbst’ sub- |ever, that Mr. Butterfield was
‘ not'n a position to say wheth-
er ithe normal procedures had
been followed in the Watergate

case.
Representative Edward Hut-
‘chinson of Michigan, the com-

\Continued on Page 12, Column 3

Continuad;@rm;raw, Col. 4’
mitted their questionstin ;‘writ’t

Mr. Mezvinsky said, h:ow-‘

mittee’s ranking Republican,
who is a stanch supporter of!
the President, said that he “got!
the impression that [the Presi-:
dent] probably didn’t know.
anything that Mr. Haldeman
didn’t deliver to him.” .
Another senior Republican,
Representative Robert McClory
of Illinois, who is reportedly
wavering on the question of
impeachment, reported that
Mr. Butterfield knew “nothing
of the politics or the sub-
Stange? of White- House opera-
tionsg: ;
‘Kept Track of People

. What Mr. Butterfield did,
Mr. McClory and others said,

ing to the committee counsel.’

Information, Mr. Butterfield
‘|reportédly said, flowed :from
subordinates through Mr;.Hal-
demah ' to. Mr. Nixon. ''Con-
versely, he said, order flowed,
from the President through Mr.
Haldeman to ether aides.

- Committee members said they
had been told that, while Mr.
Haldeman had served.as a buf-
ber between Mr, Nixon and the
rest of his staff, the President’

.command of virtually all oper- |
.ation. '

i

He was “a man who paid!

what went on around him that| |

case or any other wrongdoing,|!

enormous attention to detail,
a man whose relaxation was
this work,” said Representative
Hamilton Fish Jr., a Republican
from upstate New York who

to vote for impechment.

kept tabe on, Mr. Fish told re-
porters: “The table setting in
the dining room, approving a
gift for certain guests, b’l:sv-his
office was decorated and the
Rose Garden.” :

‘That’s the Big Question’

Mr. Fish ' was aked 'if it
was possible that Mr. Nizon
would not have known ‘of al-

leged crimes committed by his|

subordinates.

“Oh, yes, sure, if Haldeman
didn’t tell him,” Mr. Fish re-
plied. '

Mr, Fish was then asked if it

asw likely that Mr, Haldeman|,
would not have told Mr. Nixon.|;

€

The two men spent so tuch
time with each other each day,”
Mr, Fish réponded, his voice
trailing off. 'Then he added,
“That's the big question.’®
Mr. Haldeman has been in-
‘dicted for” conspiring to. .ob-
;struc justice in the Watergate
case’and for perjury before the
‘Senate Watergate committes.
Mr. Nixon was named by the
lgrand jury as a co-conspirator
(in the case hut was.not in-
dicted.
_Representative Edward Mez-

sasy he is undecided whether|

Asked for examples of thei
kinds of detail the President.

was to keep track of "what
people and- what paper went
nto:and out of the President’s
office. He also wds in charge
of seeing that the White House
staff operated smoothly.

. Mr. Butterfield was also in
i |charge of the President’s Sys-
i |tem for tape-recording his
meetings and telephone con-
versations, It was his testimony

before the Senate Watergate
committee last July that re-
vealed the gxistence of the tap-|
Ing system and changed the|
entire course of Watergate in-|
vestigations. f

The Judiciary Committee re-'

[var,tg,gﬂywsiid,, not question, Mr.
Butterfield extensively about
the taping apparatus but .con-
centrated on his knowledge of
the innérworkings of the White

He'provided what Represent-
ative Charles B. Rangel, Dem-
" locrat of Manhattan, called a|
|“backdrop” for the more sub
stantive testimony to come,

O’Brien Next Witness -
| Tomorrow, the panel. is.
‘scheduled to hear testimony|
from Paul L.-O’Brien, who was
a lawyer for President Nixon’s
re-election committee and who
allegeq}y served as an inter-
(mediary.ifi the negotiations that
{led to the payment of $75,000
ito E. Howard Hunt Jr., the con-
'victed Watergate conspirator.
. - As the.committee moved into
a new phase of its hearings,

|

‘extraordinary precautions were

House. ' ! ]

iconsequential,

taken to keep information from
becoming public.

©* Mr. - Rodino. was reportedly
reluctant to give the other!
jcommittee members copies of;
an outline of the scope of the]
evidence sought from Mr. But-,
terfield and did so only at the
insistence of some Republican
members,  Even then, the mem-
bers were required to leave
their outlines in the committee
prevent unauthorized
disclosure.

‘Theories Withheld

' Moreover, Mr. Doar was said
to have told members that he
could not provide them today
with a series to theories, pre-
pared by the staff, as to how
the evidence that had been
compiled could possible fit into
articles if impeachment. :
Mr. Doar said at the public
meeting yesterday that he
hoped to have the theories,
ready for the members by to-
day. But a committee official
said. 'this morning that they
still ‘had not been prepared and
that they probably would not
bﬁnade ‘available to the Rep-
resentatives until next week
soa. as to -prevent leaks over
the long weekend.
(. Originally, the plans were for
the committee to publish today]|
the trafiscripts it made of eight]
bers said that these would not

of President Nixon's tape-re
corded’ conversations relating
to”Watérgate, but staff mem-

. {be released until next week.

Mr. Rodino was said to be
‘undecided about whether to
publish! a detailed comparison
of . discrepancies between the
transcripts made by the com-
mittee ‘and those made by the
White House, Persons who have
seent. bbth sets of transcripts
jreport that there are thousands.
‘of -differences in the--wording,
I[some important and other in-'

. The committee voted last
week to make public nearly all
the approximately 8,000 pages
of evidence that was presented
to the committee in closed ses-.
sions in the first seven weeks
of hearings. _

All indications are that most
of this information will now be
withheld, at the instructions of
Mr. Rodino and Mr. Hutchinson, |
until just before the committee|
begins debate on articles of im-|
peachment.

Meanwhile, in an. effort to
get a better grasp on the evi-
dence, the committee’s Demo-
crats and Republicans have di-
vided. themselves into separate
groups, “with each assigned a
segment” of the evidence for
careful - study.

Retired From Air Force

Mr. Butterfield, who is 48
years ald, is a retired Air Force
colonel. He was a friend of Mr.
Haldeman at the University of
California, Los Angeles, and’
Mr. Haldeman persuaded him to
take early retirement from the

| service to join the White House
|staff at’ the beginning of the

Nixon Administration. ]
One’ Judiciary Committee

|member said at "l_q‘rnchxti_mé to-

’d-ay that. Mr.. Buttertield was
“thotoughly military” in his de-
meanor-at the morning session,

interrogated’ at length by the
Senate Watergate committee or

6
1ra

b >>00 |its staff, but the Senate com-
man who sees everything in 'mittee reportedly did not ques-

jterms of the staff system.”

| Most .ofi'the other witnesses |
|schediiled to appear before the |
|Judiciary Committee have been |

tion Mr. Butterfield in detail
aboyt anything but the White|
House tgping apparatus. |




