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Blﬂ'er Debate on

“An Impeach Rule

Washington

The House became e
broiled in bitter debate ygs
terday over the impea
ment inquiry.

The growing partisan frie-/

tion errupted as House J
ciary Committee chairn
Peter. W. Rodino (Dem:-
agreed, in an apparent
ture of conciliation, to!;
mon all of the witness
posed by President
defense lawyer for t
peachment hearings
start today.

The House, reje
pleas from Rodino a
leaders of both partie
fused to adopt a prq
that would have expedif
the hearings by suspé i
a House rule giving
the 38 committee mem
the - right to ques
witnesses.

gain the two-thirds majority
necessary for waiver (%f
rule. ‘Representatives &

-House Republican le
endorsed the propos
120 of his Republica
leggues voted against

I;ig&er yesterday, following
rancorous debate, the Judi-
ciary Committee split nearly
along partisan lines again in}
voting, 23 to 15, to examme

the w1tnesseswbeh1nd closed

doors:® !

All but two of the 17 Re-
publicans on the panel op-
posed the motion to seal the
h}i 'ings from public view.

Presidential counselor
Dean Burch called the com-
mittee’s decision “deplora-
ble,” saying the panel “ha
preserved an unblemi
record of locking out
Amencan people from
nnpeachment inquiry.” %

Elemental due proc

and so is
ght to know,"”
in a statement.

the, public?s
tirch said

’ Last week, in dec1dmg the
course ‘of the. fi
, e committeg’s
‘members re-
Republican demanids

‘ Bmk Page Col. 1
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nesses recommended by
James D. St. Clair, the Pres-
ident’s chief defense coun-
sel.

Instedd, the commlttee
ma;ontyWoted last week to
call two! withesses recom-
mended by St. Clair — John
W. Dean III, the ousted
‘White ‘House legal counsel,
and Frederick C. LaRue, a

former official of the Presi-;

dent’s 1972 re-election cam-
paign.

Yesterday, Rodino suggest-
ed that all six be heard, but
his peace gesture failed fo
stem the acrimony.

It was not clear last night

K »-all six  witnesses
of 207 for to 140 agamg;, . whether i

‘ces,tlnrn(my‘vv,e s
St Clair wert fo aVe heen
/interviewed by fbhe inqmry
| staff before a decision would
be made whether to sum-
mon them.

They are H.R.Haldeman,
the former White House
chief of staff;
Mitchell, the former attor-
ney general; Paul O’Brien,
a former lawyer for the re-

. election committee; and
William O. Bittman, a law-
yer who had represented E.
Howard Hunt Jr., one of the
convicted Watergate bur-
glars.

When the

‘waive the rule governing in-

terrogation o f Wlh},gsses

reéached the House floor
shortly after mnoon yester-

proposal to

~day, Rodino announceq that
"it was “‘the chalrman § in-

tentmn followmg inter-

3 ;nuefws to recommend that
- witnesses be summoned: He’
gave no further explanation

, for the.change in position.

six of the White Houise

The committee’s second-

inal stages, of !

t summon all six of the w1t« |
; i port of the House mniorlty

John N..

. ranking Republican, Repre-
- sentative Robert McClory of

Illinois, told reporters .that
Rodino had contacted him to
say he would make the an-
nouncement as a “‘conces-
sion” ‘to the Republicans.

* Another committee mem-
ber, a Democrat, sajd. pri-
vately that he understood
Republican leaders wotuld in
turn ‘agree to seek the*sup

for a plan to limit quéstions
of witnesses to the commit-
tee’s lawyers, thus expedit-
ing the hearings.

But the plan to lnmt ques—
tions foundered on the oppo-
sition of Republicans, léd by
Representative David W.
Dennis of Indiana. (]

_ Shouting from the House
floor, Dennis declared th%
Would be ‘“‘parliamen Ly
suicide” for members
Congress to yield their rig
to question witnesses.

“Why should an invest;
tion jof this magnitude
conducted entirely by !
hired help?” Dennis as
rhetm ically. ]

A few Republicans
himf in the debate.

Repl esentative Trent L
Mississippi. “I admit you
may want to gag some of us
on both sides of the aisle,
but is this the way to do lt"”

Rodino and others, includ-
ing House speaker Carl. Al-
bert of Oklahoma, and Rep-
resentative Edward Huteh-
inson of Michigan, the Judi-
ciary committee’s senior Re-
publican, countered that the
hearings would bog down'if
the rule were not waiveds

Under the waiver propos-
al,- the 38 committee mem-
bers would have been per-
mitted to submit, written
questions to the paﬁel’s two
senior lawyers. The ques-
tions would have been asked
if they were relevant and
not repetitive.

Following the-defeat of the
proposal, some Democrats
and Republicans on the com-
mittee said that they would
voluntarily wave their right
to ask questions. But most
members said they will wait
until the witnesses appeared
before deciding Whether to
join the mterrogatwn
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