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Weicker '
says Nixon
trod onus

Examiner News Services:

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Nixon .and his chief
aides violated the Constitu-
tien at least 170 times, abus-
ing every one of its principal
provisions, Sen. Lowell P.
Weicker Jr., R-Conn., con-
tended yesterday in a final
summation of Watergate ev-
idence.

“Evidence presented to

1 this committee can and will
demonstrate every major
substantive part of the Con-

stitution was violated,
sbused and undermined-dur- -

ing the Watergate period,”

Weicker said in presenting
his own 145-page report on :
the findings of the Senate i

Watergate committee.

Weicker, a member of the P
Senate Watergate Commit-

tee which goes out of exist-

ence at midnight tonight, i

said in his report:

“Several years age many

Americans were willing to
silently tol_eratg j_l}egal gov-

. extremists

ernment actvity agamst
militants, terrorists or sub-
versives as expeditious way
to circumvent the precise
processes of our jus'ticef‘.‘gyé-
tem, Though quick, it also
proved to be only a short
step to using such fllegal
tactics against any dissent-

ing_ Americans.

“The result was we almost
lost America. Not to subver-
sives, terrorists or extre.
mists of the streets but to
subgg;sives, terrorists and
of the White
Homg.” i

Wg%éker submitted 17 rec-

ommendations to end politi-
cal abuses. :

They include a legal ban
on all forms of domestic

. electronic surveillance | in-

cluding wiretapping. i
Wei?éker also proposed
scrapping the traditional
methoad of nominating presi-
den%l‘ candidates at party
conventions. He would re-
place it with a direct nation-
al primary, and unaffiliated
voters would be free to take

 part in the primary of their

choice.

Weicker devoted one sec-
tion ‘of his report to the so-
called politicization of the
Department of Justice and
recommended that the attor-
ney . general be elected, not
appointed by the President.

He would also subject sen-

. lor White House staff mem.-
: bers to confirmation by the

Senate . and grant the Su-
preme Court original juris-
diction over executive privi-
lege " disputes between the
President and Congress or
law enforcemnt agencies.

Weicker accused White !

House Press Secretary Ron- |

ald-Ziegler, in effect, of con-

tinual lying to the press.
“The official press spokes-

man of the White House con-

“sistently told the press and

the American people “ver-
sions of Watergate that were
not true, when he and those
who prepared him were in a
position to know, or in fact
knew, that his statements
were untrue,” Weicker said.




