Court Test

I mp‘each me"jnt |

By Bob Kuttner .
| Washington Post Staff Wrxter

Vice President Ford yester-
day predicted that the House
probably would 1mpeachrPres1
dent Nixon if he refused to
follow a Supreme Court order
to' give subpoenaed tapes to|
Watergate Special Prosecutor ]
Leon Jaworski. i

“The Vice President

that he hopes Mr. Nix :
comply with the Supreme I

pected before the HouSe im-
peachment vote, but ﬁe de-
fended the President’s refusal
to pledge in advance to" follow '
‘whatever ruling the ’ court
'miakes.

| Ford’s comments came in an
‘interview with columnist Wil-
‘liam F. Buckley Jr.-taped for
‘telecast Sunday evening on|
|the IPubhc Broadcast Serv1ce

Court’s decision, which is ex-|.

‘lany of the direct Watergate

| with. Mr. Nixon’s reluctance to
‘| turn over more tapes. iHe de-
‘| scribed the House Judiciary

preme Court outcom€ ‘

said, “there aren’t ermugh
votes in the House to 1mpeach
the Presdent.” But if ' Mr.
Nixon were to flout the Su-
preme Court he said, “Then
it’s: a totally dlffeTent ball
game 2

“It then becomes an 1nst1tu-
tional conflict,” Ford said, and
the ;House would be more
likely to vote for impeach-
ment. But, he contended, “I
don’t think there is sufficient
evidence” for impeachment on

charges.
. Ford said he sympé*thlzed

Commlttee as “th.e *ieaklest
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“As of the moment,” Ford ,

e

et Ay e Tn et

committee /in#the’ hi’@ﬁry of
the U.S. Congress.”*

In response to ogh
tions, Ford declined
stand on presidenti
for White House:
who might be cof ;
criminal acts they v1ewed as
proper delegations of vresi-
dential authorlty

“Any President under his
constitutional authority as
commander in chief can order

er' ques-
a

- certain rather drastic ations,”

Ford said, “including a break-
in.” But he said he doubted
whether the burglary: of Dr.
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s
office fitted that definition.




