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President Nixon’s lawyer
began his rebuttal yester-
day, presenting evidence to
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee designed to. show
that the President had no
advance knowledge of the

involvement in its cover-up.
Attorney James D. St. Clair

this is the only issue which
could possibly serve as the
basis - for an impeachment
recommendation by the com-
mittee,

His statement of evidence at
yesterday’s closed session and
the witnesses he asked to be
called focused on March 21,
1973, the day on which Mr
N1xon says his then-counsel,
John W. Dean III first told
him of hush money being paid
to - Watergate defendant E.
Howard Hunt Jr.

St. Clair reportedly at-
tempted to show that Mr.
Nixon had not approved or or-
dered the payment of hush

money ‘in his conversation
with Dean.

idently relying heavily on the
fact that only $75,000 was paid
to Hunt’s lawyer on March 21
rather than the $120 000 Hunt
had asked for.

i source, the White House in ef-
ifect is contending that if the
President had approved the
blackmail to keep Hunt quiet,
Hunt would have. been glven
the entire $120,000. .

St. Clair has told the com-
mittee he believes that wit-
'nesses he wants called will

Watergate break-in and no -

has stated repeatedly he feels -

state that:a, telephone call by
Dean that se 1 motion events
,that led to'-the $75,000. pay-
ment was made "the morning
‘of March 21 before Dean
talked with the President. If
true, that might sqggest that
the President played no role
in the payment of the $75,000
that’evenmg

St.Clair told the commlttee ?

his requested witngsses would|
testify that Hunt’s demand for
more money was ir. smitted
by his lawyer, Willi'al%% . Bi
man, to Paul O’Brien,a
at the Committee for

passed it on to De
White House counsel.
St. Clair has not i

viewed Dean, but he told the
committee he believes* that
Dean will testify that' he made
a telephone call in the morn-
ing of March 21, 1973 before
his meetmg w1th th

money op-
eration in motion. ' St. Clair
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White House lawyers are ev-

According.to one informed |,

. “The time such caH» was
made may be 1mportant » St.
Calir told the committee in ex-
plaining why he wanted Dean
and. LaRue called to testify.

. 8t. Clair’s aceount of Dean’s!
expected testimony ‘was that!
*Dean“told LaRue the money!
was wanted not to keep Hunt|

quiet but for legal and' living
expenses. LaRue reportedly
called John N. Mitchell, then
head of the committee, who

cleared payment of the $75 000}

when told it was for legal and
living expenses. St. Claif said
LaRue will testify that no

-other authorization was given|

by any White House personnel
for this payment.

The Watergate’ grand jury
which indicted Mitchell, for-
mer White House chlef of
staff*H.R. (Bob) Haldeman and
others on consplracy charges
in the Watergate -cover-up
gave a different account of the
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tarts’
ebuttal

quiry -

phone calls:

The indictment, ated that |

.after Dean and JHalc leman met |.

with Mr Nixon on March 91,
1973,

LaRue and authorized the'
i $75,000 payment.

*dld not discuss payment of
fhush money during their con:j
“versation. St. Clair called
fHaldeman s testimony “critical

i ,to estabhsh that the President !

-did not direct ‘hush money’

{ payments to E. Howard Hun’c’

»on March 21, 1973, or at"any
; other:time.”

‘At yesterday’s closed ses-
sion, Clair also. stressed
Sena éstlmony b¥ Dean st
June; before . the . Wate

/that’ “the money. Matter was
left vggry much hanging? at
‘the meetmg when Mr Nixon

Qaken‘}on at least one key
‘tion ot' that testlmony He s

to theiaaPresident on March-
The Whltev House tape record-
ings Subsequently showed -that
“blackmail . demands

Mahy Democratlc commxttee
members . protested yesteldav

‘because St Clair several times |

‘cited asTevidence taped coh
iversations which Mr. Nixon
hgd refused to turn .over’to
:the~eommittee. An example
wds reference to an April 4,
1972 vpresidential conversa-
‘ton This was five days after
Mltc'hell approved an intelli-
Lvence-gathermg plan which
sTed to the Watergate break-in
wJune 17, 1972. The committee
fwanted thlS tape to determine
nwhether Mitchell had dis-

“cussed the plan with the Presi- _

;’dent St Cl'alr‘r“rep
fstated there . had ’been ]

~1drawmg . conclusmns

" Haldeman telephoned i {
Mlteheﬁ ‘who then talked with| -

St. Clair said Haldeman and|
i Mitchell will testify that they!

hg was resolved ” Dean ’
d under questmmng by ;

xat the March 21 meet- ;

,‘cusswn of it.-

Sh

icomnuttee staff and putt ':g'
fthe Watergate issue :in pér-‘
pectlve uDemocrats 3

rather
than presenting evidence.

“8t. Clair also presented evi-
dence yesterday on the Inter-
national Telephone and Tele-
graph-Corp., matter and will
finish -his initial presentation
of evidence today.

The , Judiciary Committee’s
interest in the ITT case was
'said to be focusing in part on
{the question of whether Mr.
Nixon knew that Attorney
|General Richard G. Klein-
dienst had lied to the Senate|
Judiciary Committee. Klein-
dienst testified at his confir-
mation hearings in 1972 that
“I was not importuned with by
anybody at the White House”
on the :handling of ITT ‘anti-
|trust litigation. “T was’ not im-
iportuned I was not pressured
I was not directed.”

Last fall, however, it was
-disclosed that- President Nixon
‘had ordered Kleindienst to
drop an’ appeal to the Su-
preme Court on one of the
{ITT cases.

In his presentation yester-
day, St. Clair pointed to a pub-
lic statement Kleindienst is-
sued last Oct. 31 aftet ‘the dis- !
closure that..Mr, Nixon' 'had
given him orders after all. In
that statement, the former At-
torney General 1n51sted that
he had denied any. White
House pressures “in the con-
text” of questions about his
dealings on the ITT case with
former White House aide Pe-
ter Flanigan rather than with
Mr. Nixon. As a consequence, i
Kleindienst argued then, his
testimony had been “com-
pletely accurate.”

Committee members did not
appear to be particularly im-
pressed.

“That’s his (Kleindienst’s)
ratlopahzatlon ” said Rep.
Charles Wiggins (R-Calif. B
“but his guilty plea somewhat
undefcuts.that.” .

Kledndwnst pleaded gullty
to a:-misdemeanor charge of
failiz g to testify accurately at

,enate hearing. - |7,




