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ing the mast 51x weeks, Members said St. Clair ad-

As'the'closed meetlng began vised the committee that ke
yesterday morning, a- resolu-/ wished to question these six
‘tion was offered for the Demo- about the events of March 21,

J udlcmry
To Limit
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By Richard L. Lyons
and Bradley Graham
‘Washington Post Staff Writers

House Judiciary Comm1t-
tee Democrats lost. thelr
first vote of the 1mpeach-
ment inquiry yesterday but
quickly reversed it under
party pressure and voted a
tighter limit on witnesses to
be called than Republicans
wanted.

All day and into the" eve-
ning the committee wrangled
over whether President. Nix-
on’s lawyer, - James D; St.
Clair, should be permitted to
call six’ witnesses he Hhad re-
quested or be limited to two
for eertain and the other four
possibly after committee law-
yers interview them. !

Four Democrats then: _]omed
all 17 Reapubucans on a pre-
liminary motion that was vot-
ed 21 to 17 in St. Clair’s fa-
vor| Cha1rman Peter 'W. Ro-
dino (D:N.J.) promptly recessed | -
the meeting for a half-hour
caucus of committee Demo-
‘crats €0 regroup his forces.
Rodino wants to limit the
number of witnesses to: those
needed to fill gaps in the evi-
dence in order to get a com-
mittee vote before the end of
July on recommending wheth-
er Mr. Nixon should he im-
peached,

When the committee re-
sumed meeting, Republicans|
moved to have A0 witnesses|"
called, but lost ‘on a 19to-19
tie. They lost “again on an at-|-
tempt to call seven witnesses,
22 to 19, by which time Ro-
dino had all committee Demo-
crats back in the fold except

for Rep. Wayne Owens of
Utah

crats by Rep. Ray Thornton
(D Ark.) which provided for

ling five witnesses to tes-
tl y" ext week and the week

followmg and listed another their conversation reveale\_l
‘five persons to be interviewed | that the President several
by staff and to testify if Ro-| times: suggested that the

dino and the senior Republi-| -
can, Rep. Edward Hutchinson
of Michigan, decided their tes. |
timony was needed.

"Six of the 10 names were re-|
quested by St. Clair. But only
two of those six were on the
list to be definitely called: The
other four were tentative.

Republicans  angrily . de-
nounced the proposal as un-
{fair. Rep. Tom Raﬂsback (R-
“IIL) said St. Clair’s request
Wwas reasonable and that if it
were not granted the effect on
committee efforts to proceed
inta plpartlsan manner would
be. “drsgstrous 2

‘Iisay: that as one who may
impeach him,” said

Vot
Railsback.

St. Clalr requested that the
committee call the followmg

® John W. Dean'III, former
Whlte “"House counsel ‘who
pleaded guilty to conspiring to
obstruct Just1ce in the Water-

who

been damagmg to the
dent

‘o F’redenck C. LaR\e

pay. out hush money toyW ter-
gate defendants !
N\ - H R: (Bob) Haldeman, or
mer White House * chi

_staff, under 1ndlctment for
conspiracy, perjury jand:
struction of justice charges in
‘the Watergate cover-up, sched-
uled for trial in- September

ob-

® John N; Mitchell, forrner

Atto:,ney General and former '
chalr;man of the re-elect;mn
_committee,
“with Haltfleman and others in
the cqvel -up. :

indicted °along

‘0 William O. Bittman, law-

ver for Watergate defendant

( The committee then voteq &L- Howard Hunt who report-

33 to 5 to do what Redino
wanted, which ‘was to agree to!
hear flve witnesses and to de-
cide later on five others, The
committee adjourneq | shortly
before 8 p.m. and will meet in
closed . session today to hear
St. Clair respond to staff evi-
dence bresented to the  com-
mittee in closed session. dur-

‘edly had threatened to black-

mail White House officiais

and was allegedly be1n paid
the’ hush money. !

® Paul L. O’Brien, laWyer

for the re-election committee’
who, allegedly was contacted
by Bittman',
Hunt and’¢onveyed that mes-
sage to the Whitye House. - |

for money for

| Bittman. St. Clair has repeat-

' of the game is Watergate,”

‘tentative list ‘Charles W. Col-

1973. That is the date that
President Nixon says :Dean
first told him of the payment
of hush money. Tranécripts of

money should be raised and
“paid.‘That evening $75, 000 'al-
legedly was turned over o
| legedly - was turned. over to

edly said he believes, ‘the name

that this is the only sqmouls
1mpeaohmem allegation again-
st the President. He evmlentlv
is attempting - .to knock 'holes
in the allegation that the Pre-
sident knew- of the cover-up
and if he did mot join in« 1t at
least did nothing to stop 1t

“‘Obvmuslv, hush money l’?i
‘where he’s squirming most,”
said Rep.. Edward Mezvmsky
D- Iowa) ]

Thornton’s motion listed

Dean-and LaRue as certain

witnesses, but put the other
four on the tentative list.

Thornton 'also proposed |

n
Cdl'h }%erber’r W. Kalmbach, the
President’s former personal
Jawyer who helped raise husb
money/ and has bheen sen-
tenced fo 6 to 18 mctiths in
prison after pleading guilty to
a violation of the corrupt prac-
‘tices act and to promlsmg an
ambassadorship in exchange
101 campaign donations.

o Henry E. Petersen, assist-
ant attorney general in chavge
of the criminal. division who
headed the 1nveqt3ffat10n of -
fhe Watergate cover-up and
probably would be asked what
the President knew of the
cover-up.

e Alexander P. DByfter-
field; now head of the Fed-
eral Aviation . Adminisiration
and g former assistant to Mr.
Nixon, who' first told the na-
"tion that the. Oval Office
was bngged.. He wouid be
asked about the staff organiza-|
tion of the White House. 7

Thornton also put on 'his

son, former White House spe-
cial ~ counsel who p‘eaded
guilty to an obstruction of jus-
tice charge in the break- in of
the office of Damel Elisher
psychiatrist. The fact

tentative even though commit-
tee gpecial-counsel John Doar
interviewed him for an entire
day’ suggests they have doubts
of his value.

(R-

vl‘at
Democrats still list Colson as |

- Rep. Charles Sandman
N.J.) offered an’ amendment
vesterday afternoon adding
‘Colson, *Mitchell and' Halde-
man to the list of definite wit-
nesses.

Rep. Lawrence J. Hogan (R-‘

Md.) then moved to amend |
Sandman’s amendment by
adding Bittman and O’Brien,

|
|

-pf California, Wayne Owens of

. deadline was defeated 19 to
18, But the cummittee ap-

thus granting St. Clalr s full re-
quest.

Hogan’s amendmﬂnt won 21
to 17 as four Democrats yoted
with . the Republicans: . The
four were.- Reps. Don Edwards

Utah, James Mann of ‘South
Carolina and Walter Flowers
of Alahama.

The' Thornton motion pro-
vided that the committee con-’
clude questioning witnesses by
July 12. This would permit
keeping to a schedule 'that
calls' for a House vote on im-
peachment before the end of
August.

An attempt to knock out the

proved an amendment ac-
knowledging that it could ex-
tend the deadline later.

-An  amendment by Rep.
John Conyers (D.-Mich.) that
would ‘have required all testi-
mony from witnesses to be
taken in closed session was Te-
jected. The decision will be
made each day.




