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Colson Denies He Talke:
Of Nixon Firing Colby

Washington

Former White House aide
Charles W. Colson denied
yesterday any knowledge of
an allegation attributed to
him that President Nixon
was considering firing Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency
Director William E. Colby.

Colson was responding to
published assertions by
Washington private investi-
gaotor “Richard ‘L. Bast
growing’ out of two lengthy
conversations between the
two men- at Bast’s home last
month.

In the course of those dis-
cussions, according to Bast,
Colson " said the President
had told him he was consid-
ering fi«'ring Colby because of
a suspected CIA involve-
ment in the Watergate
break-in and coverup.

The former White House
aide acknowledged that he
had et with Bast “in confi-
dence in an effort to explore
a possible professional rela-
tionship.”? He said that
.“none '}ﬁthe statements I
made to Mr. Bast were in-
or public consump-

i

said “Mr. Colson was either
lying when he talked to me
last month or he awas lying

7 Bast

. in resBonse to Col*
son’s statement lastnight;
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in his press release” on the
subject of the President’s al-
leged statement about Col-
by.

“I will swear under penal-
ty of law to my veracity,”
Bast said. “After hearing
his (Colson’s) statement this
evening, I doubt that Mr.
Colson will do the same.”
The investigator said the
former Nixon adviser

agreed to release him from .

“any bond of confidentiali-
ty”’ after Colson!s sentene-
ing in U.S. District Court.

, Colson said he talked to
“in a very off-hand
fashion, largely explorimg
theories, for many of which
I had been umnable to obtain
factual support.”

Representative Lucien
Nedzi (Dem-)ich.), chair-

man of a House Armed

Services Intelligence Sub-
committee, saidshis commif-
tee has had for many
months a 25-page CIA docu-
ment* which Colson de-
scribed in hise onversations
with Basf. Nedzi said the
memo written by Eric W.
Eisenstadt, chief of the
CIA!s central cover staff,

“+produced no-conclusive evi-
sdence of -an.undisclosed im-

plication of -the agency in
fhe Watergate scandal.

The document, said Nedzi,

summarized  relationships
between the CIA and the
Washington public relations
firm of Robert R.. Mullen
and Co. The Mullen firm
employed convicted Water-
gate conspirator E. Howard
Hunt after he retired from
the CIA. It also provided a
private cover for CIA opera-
tives at two of its overseas
offices, according to in-
formed officials# :
Senate Watergate commit-
tee sources also denied an
allegation attributed by Bast

to Colson that the committee

had been told of 300 break-
ins by Watergate conspira-
tor Eugenio Martinez.- \

In his statement, Colson
said yesterday that he would

“explain  my views and

whatever facts I know to ap-
propriate -investigative bod-
ies.” ,

o

W ashington Post

Burglary Victim
Long Beach

The body of Louis Martel-
la, 67, apparently slain dur-
ing a burglary, was discov-
ered Sunday in his living
room by neighbors. who,be-
came suspicious when they
Saw a window screen'lying
on the ground in front of the
home. ,
United Press
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