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“‘Monterey

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford left here last night, -
concluding a 3%-day Califor-
nia tour that got him, at
best, mixed reviews.

Ford began the swing on a
high note, getting full marks
for a San
Diego speech
Thursday in
which he
called for an
end to the
“domestic -

impasse”’ gellelratéd' by Wa-
tergate.

The National Jaycees con-
vention exploded in applause
when Ford said ‘“‘we must
also renew our sense of mo-
rality from the highest lev-
els of gowerhment :to the
most remote corners of in-
ner.city streets.”

The roseate glow lasted
less ‘than 24 hours.

The ‘Tnext morning in Los

Aﬁge;les the vice president
made what quickly became '

known as his “big differ-
enee”’ statement — one he
obyiously wishes ke had not
r‘zade

But he did say it, and in

politics particularly the spo-

ken word is as irrevocable
a§'a haircut.
ag

In commenting on Charles -

Colson’s statement in court
that President Nixon had or-
dered him to spread damag-
ing information about Daniel

Ellsberg, Ford said in a tele-
vision interview: -

“There is a hig difference

- between telling Chuek Col- -

son to smear Ellsherg and
orderi ing, allegedly ordering,
a break-in,”

It was not until ‘almost
four hours later that Ford

© dispatched his -press secre- .
tary to tell the press aboard '
Air Force Two that the vice '

president does not condone

smear taCtICS

Then om Saturday: Ford
held a press conference to
give a “‘clarification” of hIS
comments. :

Here 'again, a poliﬁféél
maxim: “If you have to
“clarify” you shouldn’t have
made the statememt in the
first place.

No one -questioned Ford’s
comment that his own repit
tation - shows he does.spot
stoop to smearing anyone’s
reputation. But that, of
course, is not the point. 4% -

While his decency is ob-
-vious, his naivete is onlv ,
slightly less so. ‘

For example, speakmg of
Mr. Nixon’s gift of a helicop-
ler worth several million
dollars to Egypt’s President
Anwar Sadat, Ford said:
“It’s xadmonal to exchange
gifts.”

And again, during the “big
difference” taping, Ford de-
fended his almost constant
Journeying around the*na-
tion as being beneficial” be-
cause “I get to talk to Amer-
icans face-to-face, hear) iwhat

_they have to say, what mes-

sage -they want to send to
Washington.” vale

But during his Califerna
stay, the only public appear-
ance Ford made was before
the Iavcees The' rest of the
time was spent at -a private '

1 Cocktall receptlon ‘with blgy
‘ money quubhcans in San

Francisco; at a private din-
ner fof ‘35 also in San Fran-
cisco; at'a private luncheon
with more GOP heavy con-
tributors in Los Angeles,
then .at Cypress Point for
two days of golf.

At his Saturday press con-
ference, Ford was obviously
nettled When a reporter, not-
ing the vice president makes
a point of shaking hands at
each airport with the police-
men who served as his mo-
torcade escorts asked:

“Isn’t it true that most of
your time in California has
been spent with checkbook
Republicans and cops at air-
ports?”’

“I must respectfully disa-
gree with both the tenor and
content of your question,”
the vice president said un-
smilingly. .



