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BIKE ROBBERIES UP
IN CENTRAL PARK|

131 Seized so Far in 1974,
Compared With 40 in 1973

! By LINDA GREENHOUSE
Bicycle robberies in Central
Park, like the atiack:there last
week that led to the death of
Roger Hane, a magazine illus-|
.trator, have more than tripled| .
over the last year, the police
'said yesterday. : .
¢ Now the police are debating
‘whether the thefts are simply
[the latest form of mugging or
whether they form part of a
sophisticated black market in
stolen bicycles. !
So far this year, according
to Lieut. Carl Jonasch of the
Central Park Precinct, there
have been 131 bicycle robberies
in the park, 83 in June alone.
At this time last year, there
had been 40 bicycle robberies.
Robbery means the forcible tak-
ing of the bicycle from its rider,
as distinguished from stealing|-
a bicycle from a stand. .

‘Supply and Demand’

“It’s a supply and demand
business—there are more bikes
than ever, and people want
them, said Lieut. James Gallag-
her, commanding officer of the
Fourth Homicide Squad, where
a six-day investigation led to
the arrest Thusday of-the six|;
youths charged with Mr. Hane’s :
murder. He was. attacked on|
the East Drive neat 85th Street. |

“It’s an easy crime: you go
and take the bicycle, you have
an immediate mode of trans-
portation away from the crime,
and there’s a ready _market |-
right in the street,” he said.
Lieutenant Gallagher said he ‘
had seen no evidence of organ-
ized bicyce-stealing rings at
work in the city. “There’s no
Fagin,” he said, referring to the
character tn Charles Dickens’s
“Oliver Twist” who trained
young boys to steal.

- Youngsters have little trouble
finding customers- willing to
pay the going rate of $30 to
$50 for stolen bicycles. M.
Hane’s new 10-speed Lejeune,
which the -police have not re.
covered, retails for about $160. |

Luis Colon and Ivan Gon- |
zalez, both 16 years old, were|
arraigned in Manhattan Crim.
inal - Court yesterday and
charged with Mr. Hane’s murd-
er. Four other youths, two
aged 15, one 13, and oine 12,
have been referred to Family
Court as juvenile offenders,

Suicide Watch

The two 16-year-olds were
placed under an around-the-
clock suicide watch . at" the
Adolescent Remand Shelter on
Rikers Island yestreday in what
one detective described as an
“unusual move taken only when |
a. prisoner appears greatly up-
set. They were ordered held
without bail. .

At Intermediate School 29,
Park Avenue and 94th Street,
saddened teachers and guidance
counselors who had known
both boys for the last three
years described them vesterday
as ‘“very disturbed’ ‘and “ex-
tremely immature.” v

“Luis couldn’t miake connec-
tionis between what he, did and
the consequences of what he
did,” said Stuart - Greenbaum,
one of the school's two guid-
ance counselors. Leathia Vana-

dore, who taught the Gonzalez
youth in a special class for
two years ago, described him
as having a “tremendous, un-
believable need for attention.
and, affection.”

After the Gonzalez boy
learned English, school officials
jtried to transfer him to reégular
.classes. But he refused to leave,
1saying that if ﬁe coudl not be
‘taguht by Miss Vanadore he
‘would not come to school. This
year, as a ninth grader, he
barely spent a mnth in class.|

After the attack on Mr. Hane
on June 13, the Central Park
iPrecinct increased its plain-
clothes patrols. So far this year,
precinct officers has made 35
arrests for bicycle robberies,
compared with two in 1973.




