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Charles W. Colson, the repentant
Christian, is going to prison al pcace
with himself and he does not wish to
join those who are casting stones at
his old boss, the accused President.

“I do not.intend to be an-advocate,”

Colson explained. “I’m not going to try

to frame a case. I'm ‘sure there are
guys in the -White House sweating, but
I'm not going to testify that way. I've
made.a commitment to Christ and I
really belicve the .only commandment
I have to follow is to tell truth. I will
tell the truth.” N

But the “truth,” as Colson tells it,
may be damaging enough to Mr. Nix-
on’s case. Colson was there at so many
crucial points in the long and tangled
saga of Watergate that even a neutral
retelling of ‘events scems certain to
deepen Lthe cvidence of presidential
dereliction.

Yesterday, when he was given a

-prison sentence of one to three years,

Colson offered a glimpse through one
of several doors he can open for im-
peachment  investigators. The Presi-
dent. he recounted, had personally or-
dered him to smear Daniel Ellsherg
before his Pentagon Papers trial — the
very crime’ to which Colson pleaded
guilly. If ‘Colson is guilly of that of-
fense, then what will the louse .Judici-
ary Committee conclude ahout the
man who dirccted him to do it?

Sven so. Colson offered a lengthy
explanation in mitigation for the Presi-
dent. “The President, I am convinced,
helieved he was acting in the national
interest.” Colson said.

In a similar manner, Colson talked
sketlchily during an interview hefore
his sentencing about some of the other
crucial areas on which he will testify
for the special prosecutor, the House
impeachment inquiry and other con-

gressional investigators. He does not
sound like a man intent on savaging
Mr. Nixon, the way former White
House counsel John W. Dean 111 did.

He talks like a friend, not an adver-
sary. He offers explanations, not accu-
sations. He tries to put the most chari-
table construction on what otherwise
would be very damaging [acts.

In January and February of 1973, for
instance, Colson on at Icast three occa-
sions personally warned the President
that the Watergate conspiracy went
much higher than the seven men who
were indieted for the break-in. With
varying intensity, he urged the Presi-
dent to force Jeb Aagruder and for-
mer Attorney General John N. Mitch-
ell to come forward and accept the
blame. Mr.”Nixon did not act on those
warnings and it was more than (wo
months before he did anything pub-
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Escorted by Sen. Harold E. Hughes (D-fowa), left, Charles W. Colson leaves Pistrict Court after sentencing.
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subconscxous isn’t affecting you?" .
‘Colson " contends the White House

~was more worried ahout losing voters
‘in: the dairy states than it was about

raising campaign moncy, a descrip-
tion which parallels the official White
House account. But the dairy co-ops of-
fered . campaign money “in a very
heavy-handed unsubtle approach.” he
said. “It’s just an attempt to bribe you,
that's all.”

Whatever his testimony does for the
President or to him, Colson is already
thinking to the days beyond federal
prison. Meanwhile, he will be spending
a lot of time under oath as a witness.

“Nobody likes the idea of having his
freedom restricted.” Colson said. . ..
There was a time when I would have
feared being put in a different envi-
ronment like that. My view of other
people is very different than it was,
Now I see that everyone is the same.”

In addition to all of those questions
which investizators want to ash. Col
son f{inds strangers approaching in



Assoclated Press

After District Court sentencing, Colsen and wife Patricia leave courthouse. At right rear is Sen. Harold Hughes.

pubiic with their own troubled ques- was having a haircul. A woman came
hon--how  can  they  lind  spirttual up ol asked me, clHow do | find
peace? Chrmsg? ™

It happened to me on an mreplane.” Colson weleomes those  questions

he said. T happened Tast week when | and hopes there will he more in the fu-

ture when he returns to Washington as
an ex-conviet.

“It probably helps people.” he said-
“to talk to a puy who has been in (rou-
ble.”



