KISINGER QUOTED
(N ORDERING TAPS

Memo by Aide to Judic'iar.y‘
Panel Cites Testimony to - \
. Senate Unit Last Fall |

' Speclal {o The New Yok Times

WASHINGTON, June 19—
Secretary of State Kissinger is
said to have told the Senate For-
eifn Relations Committee in se-!
cret testimony last fall that
either he or H.R. Haldeman,
President Nixon's former chirf
of staff, must have Initiai.d
wiretaps on 17 Government of-
ficjals and reporters.

According to'a memorandum
prepared by a lawyer on the
House Judiciary Committee
staff, the Senate’ committee
asked Mr. Kissinger whethet’
Gen. Alexander M, Haig Jr.,
his former deputy who is now
White House chief of -staff,
“might have initlated - these
taps on his own.” .

Mr, Kissinger, the memoran-
dum relates, replied, “It would
be. inconceivable to me that
Haig would go off on his
own, so it would have.to be
they are on instructions from
me or Mr, Haldeman.”

The memorandum goes on to
note, however, that Mr, Kis-
singer was asked later in his
classified testimony whether he
had personally approved the
wiretaps, and the Secretary re-
plied:

“Now, I would not have re-
membered that I personally—
that it was at my personal
direction and 1 think again
this may well have been an
F.B.I, euphemism.”

Mr, Kissinger was apparent-
ly ,referring to memorandums
written by the late J. Edgar
Hopver, the former director of!
the_ Federal Bureau of Investi-
gafion, and other bureay offi-
cials that state outright that
Mr, Kissinger had requested
the*wiretaps, - .

. The heretofore secret “testi-
mony by Mr. Kissinger came
duting confirmation hearings
onrhis nomination_to be Sec-
retgry of State.

‘Kigsinger’s Public Testimony-

I his testimony to the coms|
mil_?fee made public at the time
and-in subsequent statements,
Mr. Kissinger has insisted that
he did not originate the wiretap
-program, ‘but-“carried out a
White House decision’ and sup-
pligd the names of.those who
weke' Lo be wiretapped, ...

‘{One of‘those: whose el

phones were tapped, Morton

Hfiperin, a former National

Security Council aide, lost.

on atlempt in Federal Dis-

triet Court . Wedgesday. to.
hgve a court ordet lifted-so
that he could speak publicly
agout the taps, The: Asso-
ciated Press reported.] ,




When asked about the:ap-
paflent discrepancy between Mr.
l(i&inger’s assertions and F.B.L.
reforts that said Mr. Kissinger
had initiated the taps, William
D.%Ruckeishaus, former acting
F.B.L director, said on Sunday:

“In the sense that he supplied
the names that were tapped,-he
initiated it, but his_ definition
of4initiation is that .it wasn't
hii‘. idea to tap; he simply com-
pldined about the leaks.”

The Judiciary Committee
staff memorandum’ was pre-
pated June 12 by William P.
Digon, - a .Demogratic  staff|
mdmber, at the request of
Daimocratic members, -

ther memorandums written
by"Mr. Dixon were covertly re-
ledsed to the press, and the
Juge 12 document was ap-
parently the last one he wrote.
Her began it by stating: “In this
mdrhing's newspaper, there is
pripted a memorandum I pre-
pafed for certain members- of
thi committee which the re-
porter stated was obtained
frdim a member of a Congress-

's personal staff. For that
regson, please treat this as
highly confidential”

Sapplled by G.O.P. Member

Fhe June 12 memorandum
wqs made available to The
Nogv York Times by a Repub-
lican committee member who
hag generally supported the
Prasident in the.impeachment
infuiry. White House officials
have attempted: to discredit the
comittee in recent -days be-
camse of leaks of confidential

infprmation. '
he wiretaps on the home
telgphiones of the Government
ofticials and newsmen began
intMay, 1969, and were dis-
cohtinued two years later,
President Nixon has asserted
lhat he “authorized this entire
prigram” in an_effort to piug
leaks -of classified mational
sepurity information. .
The Judiciary Committee,

" however, has teceived evidence

that some of the taps were

- tee.

placed on the teiephones of of-
ficials who did not deal with
national sécurity material and

_that others remained in place

jong after the officials had left
the Government and had gone
to work for Senator Edmund
S, Muskie of Maine, a
Democratic Presidential candi-
date in 1972

The wiretap -controversy
reached major proportions last
week when some Judiciary
Committee Democrats said that
they had heard evidence sug-
zesting that Mr, Kissinger had
initlated the wiretaps, and thus
might have lied to the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
In an emotional news con-
ference in Salzburg, Austria,
last week,. Mr, Kissinger ac-
knowledged that he was con-

" cerned about security leaks

and stated that he had dis-
cussed the matter with Mr.

" Hoaver and the President. But

he said he had never “ini-
tiated” the taps and had- told
the full truth to the Foreign
Relations Committee.

Mr), Kissinger then " threat-
ened to resign if s name was
noticleared.




