JeW ls and

Gold for

';VJ

4 from President Hatez Al-As-
{sad of Syria.
Mrs. Helen Smith, Mrs.

i | Nixon’s press dlrector who
accompamed the leons on

' the trip, said last night that

| the gifts would be delivered

‘to the special White House
' Gifts Unit where they will
be recorded. They will then

o * be sent on to the National
I » v | Archives, Mrs. Smith said,
hE/ NIXOI]S ‘ unless Mrs. Nixon chooses

President and Mrs. Nixon

returned yesterday from
their Middl: Eastern tour
with a cluste: of state gifts
—including pear] and dia-
mond jewelry, a gold medal
in a diamend encrusted gold
case, and silver tea sery-
- ices.

The medal and its case
came from King Faisal of
Saudi Arabia. Other gifts
were two strands of pearls,
a set of pearl and diamond
earrings and a silver tea
service from King Hussein
of Jordan; another silver tea
service (with one two-foot
high pot and four smaller
ones) and a 16th-century
bronze statue of an ancient
Egyptian  goddess  from
Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat.

The Nixons also received
a silver-bound Hebrew-Eng-
lish Bible and an antique
silver, turquoise and 'coral
necklace from Israeli Presi-
dent and Mrs. Ephraim
Katzir; and a mosaic wood
game table,
and other _unspecified items

 and

some brocade

. 74 to have them displayed in
'\ the White House.

. The “Gifts Unit” was set
. up under the Nixon adminis-

. | tration to handle gifts to the

' Nixon family. Its records
. are closed to the publie.

. Under the Foreign Gifts
Decorations Act,
amended in 1966, gifts to all
U.S. officials and their fami-
. lies are deemed public prop-

‘" erty and are to be turned

- over to the State Depart-
. ment’s Protocol Office for
¢ cataloging and eventual dis-
j position. The White House
! has stated that the Chief of
i Protocol has “access” to its
. Gifts Unit records at any
time.
Mrs. Smith said that “Mrs.
| Nixon hadn’t seen any of
| the gifts” received on the
JMldeas‘c trip, but that a
’S,tate Department official
twas sorting them on the
| plane coming back.
L * The Nixons’ gifts to the
» leaders of the countries they
kv151ted included silver-bor-
;‘ dered china plates, a limited
" edition containing reproduc-
tions of Winslow Homer
| paintings, silver Reed and
J‘Barton centerpieces, silver
music boxes, Boehm porce-
lain birds and George Wash-
imgton plates manufactured
i by the Franklin Mint.
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