U. S. District Gourt Judge
John J. Sirica yesterday flatly
rejected a White, House bid
for the Watergate grand jury’s |
secret evidence against Presi- |
dent Nixon, 3 |

In a terse tln'ee-paragraph[
order, Sirica said M, Nixon’s!
lawyers had failed' to show
“any need or basis for lifting
the traditional secrecy  of |
grand jury proceedings.” ‘ ;

The President’s chief de-
fense lawyer, James D. St. |
Clair, had asked that Mr.
Nixon be furnished all of the
evidence that led to the grand
jury’s naming of the President |
as an unindicted ‘co-conspira-
tor in the Watergate cover-up.

The White House asked that |
the evidence .be “submitted to
the Supreme Court, ‘where the
President has already chal-
Ienged the grand jury’s action
4s an  unconstitutional en-
croachment on the?impeach-
ment powers of the House of
Representatives: 5

Siriea, however, agreed with |
Watergate Special Prosecutor
Leon Jaworski that!the only
issue before the high courf]
was the legality of the grand
jury’s decision,~ and- not “the |-

-merits of the evidence on
which it was based. Sirica said
the evidentiary grounds for
the grand jury’s’ acti(')h‘
“probably could not be at- ,
tacked in any eventi

Shortlyrafter the judge is-
sued his"f‘:'uling, St. 7 Clair; ap- |

- parently unaware of it, filed|
an eight-page memo again ask-f
g the judge to- release the|
evidence. The “White House‘]
lawyer charged that the Presi- |
cent would be denied due |
process: if the evidence were |
kept from him: N

Jaworski has maintained|
that the proper forurs for M. |
Nixon to attack-the' evidenge |
is at the House impeacl11ne;£§
inquiry. %

A spokesmarn; for-Sirica saig:
St. Clair’s. mémg would be in-'
cluded'in the record, but indf.,
cated that the judge would’

“stand on his ruling. ,
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