" SFGhronicle

JUN 17 1974

Emw\_g

er E tribute to moH.Bmf sra-

eli “Prime Minister Golda-

eir at a state banquet last

ht but Mrs. Meir, through

Anadvertant parase near-

1 csz“ down the house in

tHe:, press room. if no! the
EE# hall.-

wz:. Nixon told Israeli
Emnﬁ.m assembled in the
Knesset (parliament) recep-

,@E hall, “No leader Thave .

mr 1o president, no king,
‘prime minister or any
oﬁgﬁ. leader,
m in the meetings that
_,E<o had with that leader
eater courage, greater in-
Emmzom greater staminz,
mpmmnﬂ. -determination and
greater dedication to her
country than E.:sm Minister
Meir.”

/aﬁ:m that. . ::m smm the
first state cm:@:oe in the
"Knesset completed under
T1er, regime, Mr. Nixon invit-
ed her to join him on the po-
dium, .

xU

has demon-

Mrs. Meir's
Dnnims_ﬁ_
h._o@ af z_%@.-,

v:m. did so, but the first re-

mark she made seemed to
be an unwitting, humorous
cut at the President’s Water-
gate troubles. .
" “As President Nixon said,
presidents can do almost
anything and President Nix-
on has done many things
that nobody would have
thought of doing,”” she said.

There were a few chuckles
in the banquet hall but most
of .the Israelis present were
too polite or simply too un-
familiar
laugh.

But in* a

\

nearhy :owmr

‘where Washington news per-

sonnel traveling with the
President listened to the
speech, there were gales of
laughter.

Mrs. Meir saved the day, .

however, by continuing:
“All T can say, Mr. Presi-

dent, ‘as friends and as an

Israeli’ citizen to 'a great
American  president, is
thank you.” .
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Earlier yesterday, before the incident at the state vm_._n_cmﬂ Mr. Nixen paid a non_“mmmv‘ call upen Mrs. Meir
in Jerusalem -




