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" Nuclear power plants the
size of those pledged to
Egypt by the United States
produce enough plutonium
every year to manufacture
about 20 atomic bombs, ac-
cording to a California Insti-
tute of Technology expert on
nuclear technology.

And - although Egypt
claims the nuclear plants
will be used only for the gen-
eration of electricity, Egypt
already has far more elec-
tricity available from hy-
droelectric facilities than it
can use, according to Milton
Plesset, a nuclear engineer .
who has worked as an atom-
ic energy consultant to many
groups.

“That makes me some-
what suspicious,” Plesset
said. ‘It makes one wonder

~why.”

Many statements coming
out of Washington on the
heels of the announcement
are reportedly in conflict
with nearly all the literature
on nuclear power.

For example, Senator
George D. Aiken (Rep-Vt.),
‘senior minority member of
the Joint Committee on
Atomic Energy, said in a na- .
tionally televised statement
that a 1000 - megawatt nu-
clear power plant would
have to run for 15 years to
produce enough plutenium
to make one bomb.

But literature on the sub-
ject — plus testimony before
Aiken’s own committee— re-
veals that such a reactor
produces, about 200 kilo--
grams of plutonium in one
year's operation, and it
takes less than ten Kkilo-
grams to make an atomic
bomb.

And although federal au-
thorities insist that adequate
safeguards will be imposed
to keep Egypt from using its
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reactors for weapons pur-

poses, experts like Plesset .
fear this may not be possi-

ble.

The United States could

cut off. Egypt’s supply of en- -
riched uranium if Egypt di- "

verts its plutonium to milita-

Ty uses, but the worldwide -

nuclear picture is changing

so rapidly that it may not be
possible for this nation to -
keep Egypt from getting the -

fuel it will need to run its i

U.S.-built reactors.

France already produces
enriched uranium, and Eng-

land, Holland and West
Germany have indicated

plans to get into the enrich- -

ing business, according fo
recent Atomic Energy Com-
mission reports.
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Tallest Dam

Washington

The world’s tallest dam,

at 1017 feet, is the Nurek
Dam of Russia’s Vakhsh
River. i
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