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One day last week one of
those mysterious House Ju-
diciary Committee “sources”
who routinely has doled out
tidbits of confidential infor-
mation had some bad news

' for the reporters who gath-

ered daily in his office.

“I've decided,” he said,
“that I just can’t help you
anymore.’

‘He explained that the
news leaks on the commit-
tees impeachment inquiry
had become so numerous
and had been so promi-
nently played in the press

_that the work of the commit-

tee had been endangered.

Another congressman usu- 3

items to the hungry 'press
summoned a reporter to-his
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office and expresséd deep

© concern that the reporter’s

newspaper was preparing to
print 14 confidential com-
mittee memos. “That will
just about blow this whole
thing out of the water,” he
said.

From the start, news leaks
—most of them inspired by
partisan motives—have been
the keys to understanding
what the Judiciary Commit-
tee is doing behind its
closed doors. Many have
been ,inaccurate and mis-
leading. On one day, two
prominent newspapers re-
ported precisely opposite ac-
counts of whether President

" Nixon had been linked to a

payoff in the milk fund in-

. quiry.

“‘But: last week, the leaks

became a flood and even the -

leakt_ars were getting nerv-
ous. Some members vowed
to cut it out with the same
grim determination that
heavy drinkers display in
promising to abandon the
bottle.-“I think we’re a little
embarrassed by what we've
done,” said one member.

It was not' so much contri-
tion as a fear among com-
mittee Democrats that leaks
were turning into political
liabilities. They fit the
Nixon administration’s por-
trayal of a partisan commit-
tee trying to sway the public
toward impeachment before
all the evidence was in.
Such administration sup- -
porters as House Minority
Leader John J. Rhodes (R-
Ariz) warned -that closed

hearings would “degenerate

Flood Level, Then Abate:

mittee evidence that had

into a campaign of smear,
. /béen prepared by a Judici-

innuendo and half-truth.”

vary. Committee staff mem-
~ ber, William P. Dixon. One
of them reported that Presi-
dent Nixon had wurged: for-
mer Attorney General John

“They (the leaks) were be-
ginning to make us all vul
nerable,” said Rep. Edward
Mezvinsky (D-Iowa). The Re*

publican  strategy .against ¥ “Mitchell to “stonewall it”
the 1.mpeachment Inquiryy&iiand to plead the Fifth
he said, always had been § smendment if called to tes-

“the three D’s—delay, divide /; tify.

and discredit.” Leaks were " The Dixon memos pro-
undermining the commit- voked special - antagonism
tee’s credibility to the point: within the committee be-
that “it hurts the committee cause they clearly bore a
more than it does the Presi- ¢ Democratic stamp.

dent,” Mezvinsky said. : ¢ e
The first stream of leaks - The eligt of [hose memios
1 2 - was a decision several weeks
ast week reported that the
committee had 1nformat10n ago among 3 handful of De.
mocrats that the evidence

that,” despite his denials, ;
< el dgainst Mr. Nixon'had to be
ecretarj of State Henry Ay spelled out more . specifical-

Kissinger had a hand in ini- .

tiating wiretaps on' officials. Y- Lhey had concluded that
and newsmen. Kissinger's . ‘e buge volume of papers,
threat to resign was laid.at, MeMOs, and transcripts dis-

the Judiciary Committeo's . Dassionately present by
doorsten by administration Chief Counsel John Boer

sympathizers. ’ was both confusing and de-
A previously obscure ' liberately nonpartisan. They

member of the committee, - asked for, and received, spe-

Rep. Joshua Eilberg (D-Pa. ), cial staff help gnd Dlan
one of,the first to disclose _Set to work arranging certain

the eretap issue, was ele- ., ‘pieces of evidence in a form
vated. to public ogre ‘by g'«'»‘chat ‘suggested Mr. Nixon’s
‘Whlte House counsel Dean ‘gulltin abet’tlng the Water-
Burch who charged the Kis- © 8ate cover-up.

singer affair was a case of =~ The memos at first were
“Eilbergism.” ‘made available only to a

By the end of the week 1 few select Democrats and
'Eilberg was saying to re. . never to Republicans on the

porters, “Nothing. more. is. committee. When they
going to come out of this of- (memos) were leaked, GOP
fice.” : -members exclaimed that

But the most divisive - their worst fears were real-
leaks were those of three : ized—that the committee

memoranda containing com- staff ‘was being used to pre-

~the .House floor

pare and distribute partisan,
pro-impeachment informa-
tion.

Some sources said Dixon
had prepared a total of 14
memos dealing with various
phases of the impeachment
dentiality established when
the committee began its
inquiry and all of them tar-
geted spemﬁcally on ‘the
President’s involvement. One
of them reportedly cites
what" some members con-
tend is the President’s use
of ethnic slurs during con-
versations with aides.

The Dixon memos irritat-
ed Judiciary Committee
Chairman Peter W. Rodino
Jr. (D-N.J.)) who tw1ce last
week admonished members
to heed the rules of confi-
dentiality established’ when

the committee began its
work. )
And, Rodino declared,

there would be no, more
Dixon memos.

The committee 1ntends to
hold at least one more week
of closed sessions that will
Include presentation. of evi-
dence on the f1r1ng by. Presi-
dent Nixon in last fall of
then Watergate Special Pro-
day that some of the ses-
sions will be delayed because
necessitate evening sessions
secutor Archibald Cox.

Rodino told newst gn Fri-

of the commlttee ‘Rodino
said.




