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The House Judiciary Com-
* mittee reportedly heard ex-
tensive evidence vesterday
of efforts by high-level
White House officials to use
the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice for President Nixon’s po-
litical benefit.

Committee members said
that in most instances the
IRS refused to cooperate
with thWhite House aides,

And, while the members
said that there was no evi-
dence showing that Presi-
dent Nixon ordered manipu-

lation of the IRS, they said

that they. received docu-
ments : and testimony indi-
cating .that Mf. Nixon was
aware .of what his assistants
were doing.

At the close of the day,
Representative Peter W..Ro-
dino siJr, . (Dem-N..J), the
committee chairman, re-
- marked that the questions
raiséd went “to the heart of
_whether theré have been se-
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rious abuses of power by the
President or members of his
official family.”

Among hte matters that

were considered in the
closed session were the fol-
lowing:

e®LEvidence that the TRS
acting under pressure from
White House aides, institut-
ed an audit of the tax re-
turns of Lawrence F. (’B-
rien, chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee,
in 1972

e Efforts by presidential
assistants to place two polit-
ical aides, John W. Caulfield
and C. Gordon Liddy, in
high-level positions in the
IRS.

®The compilation of a Jist
of more than 600 alleged en-
emies of the Nixon adminis-
tration, allegedly so that re-
tribution could be taken
against them after the Pres-
ident’s re-election. ,

e The question of whether
Special steps were taken to
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obtain favorable treatmeént
from the IRS for the Presi-
dent’s political supporters. -

In an effort to secure
more evidence of the Presi-
dent’s participation in these
activities, t he panel has
sought the tape of an addi-
tional 17 minutes of conver-
sation on Sept. 15, 1972, that
Mr. Nixon had with John W.
Dean III, his former coun-
sel, and H. R. Haldeman, his
former chief of staff. 4

The White House thug far
has declined to supplythe
committee with the tape of
that part of the conyersa-
tion.
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The Senate Finance Com-
mittee yesterday approveda
$24.3 billion increase in the
national debt ceiling.
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