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Nixon Country--the

By Andrew H. Malcolm

New York Times

Holdrege, Neb.

" In 1972 President Nixon
tallied more than 82 per cent
of the vote in this bustling
south-central Nebraska com-
munity. That was even bet-
ter than Leland Swenson did
in his bid for a position on

the Phelps county Weed

Control Commission.

Today, however, after all
the Watergate disclosures,
the transcripts, the income
tax difficulties, the court
cases and the unresolved
charges, local residents say
they now believe if another
election were held this
month, Mr. Nixon might do
just a bit better here.

Why? '

It is not just that they love ,

Mr. Nixon, although many
here do. It is not just that
they dislike George McGov-
ern, although many here do.

It’s a combination of di-
verse reasons — a strong
Republican tradition in the
nation’s historically most
Republican state, too many

charges that touch onbutdo .

not clearly implicate Mr.
Nixon, a fear of the un-
known aftermath of im-
peachment ~proceedings, a
certain feeling that proprie-
ty and good taste have been
exceeded in attacks on ““our
President,” and an intense
dislike for and distrust of
the President’s eastern ene-
mies who, it is believed, are
applying a double standard
in gleeful attempts to settle
old political grudges against
him.

“Out here,” said Ralph
Misko, the Republican party
county chairman, “you don’t
hear the bitching about Nix-
on that you do back east.
It’s Congress that’s lost its
credibility here.”

“I can’t believe there’s
one dirty thing wrong with
Richard Nixon,” says Nellie
Johnston, who saw television
for the first time on the
night of Mr. Nixon’s 1952
Checkers speech.

“Some people did some
awful wrong things at Wa-
tergate,” she continued, ‘‘but
you’ll never convince me
that Nixon knew of them.
Now you talk about dishon-
esty. What about all those
votes the Democrats always
steal in Chicago? And Presi-
dents Wilson and Johnson
talking about their going to
keep us out of war?

“And immorality? What
about that Wilson running
around with another wom-

Voters Talk

an until his wife died of a
broken heart? And LBJ took
the same tax deductions for
his papers. But you don’t

hear about that much. No,
sir.”

“If Nixon had been a
Democrat,” she concluded,
“we’d never have heard of
any of this.”

“I'm just not going to be-
lieve the President is wrong
until he’s convicted,” said
Harley Lofton. “I don’t have
that much faith in the news
media any more. They keep
talking and writing and talk-
ing and writing about Water-
gate.

“Why don’t they get off
the poor man’s back? Why,
Nixon shouldn’t be thrown
out of office any more than
Johnson was over Bobby
Baker or Kennedy was over
the Bay of Pigs.”

“And about those tapes,”
added his wife, Neva,
“they’re private, for one
thing. And if there’s nothing
wrong on them, then they
shouldn’t matter to that
House committee. And if
there is, then why should
Nixon have to incriminate
himself? What about the
Fifth Amendment?”’

Both said they sensed a

Clark Noble, a 42-year-old
lawyer, says the adverse re-
porting is so bad it seems

- like ““a reverse McCarthy

era.”

Almost from the start, this
area has voted Republican.
The first local voting
records were stolen by Swan
Miller in a dispute over
where the. county seat was
to be (Holdrege won). But in
1896, existing records show,
the Republican party got
7673 votes, the Socialist La-
bor Party got 1211, the Pro-
hibition .Party 172 and the
Democrats 117.

There are many fewer

Phelps county residents
now, hut the political bal-
ance i.s about the same.

“The President’s enemies
have generated so much un-
favorable news about him,”
Noble says, ‘“‘some people
believe it must be true. Any-
way, I can’t understand why
some people suddenly expect
politics to be conducted in a
churchlike atmosphere. It
never has been before, hut
they can only talk about it
now because they can get at
Nixon.”

“Those eastern liberals,”
said Louis Mulliner, an art

surge of sympathy for Nixon
among their friends, thanks
to what they felt was nega-
tive news coverage.

“Watergate news has bhe-
come a real fad,” said [of-
ton. “If it gouges Nixon, it’s
news. If it doesn’t, it’s ig-
nored. That Senator (}d-
ward) Brooke knocks {he
President and the (Omaha)
World-Herald puts it on page
one. Qur Senator (Carl) Cur-
tis defends him, and it’s on
Page 32.7

“You can see the gleam in
those ‘TV reporters’ e ves
when they have bad news,”
added Mrs. Lofton.

féaéher, “try to mzke their
political beliefs seem so so-

phisticated
they’re liberal.

just because
But they

blast and nit-pick so much it

sounds

like propaganda

now.”

“The President puts his
life on the line,” she contin-

ued.

pay

“Why should he have to
any taxes? And why

weren’t all those critics
complaining about the Presi-
dent’s language back with
Truman and Kennedy and
Johnson?”’

“I don’t want America to
become one of those banana
countries kicking its presi-
dent out when he perhaps
does something wrong,”* she

says.

“T’ll bet those House com-
mittee members have just
as many skeletons in their
closets,” said Laura Simp-
son. “These so-called critics

never

mention the good

things Mr. Nixon has done,
ending the war, and those
college riots. Why it’s a dis-
grace to treat him this way.
He’s got such a fine family
and he’s taken all this
abuse.”

-New York Times
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‘I can’t believe there’s one dirty thing wrong with Richard Nixon’



