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Probation for
Kleindienst

Washington

Former Attorney General
Richard G. Kleindienst,
weeping openly, received a
suspended sentence yester-
day for misleading a Senate
committee that was investi-
gating the Intern‘ational Te-
lephone and Telegraph Corp.
case.

Chief U.S. District "hudge
George L. Hart Jr. ordered
. the suspended sentence and
placed him on one month’s
unsupervised probation, say-
ing Kleindienst was a man
of ‘highest integrity” but
one who has “a heart that is
too loyal.”

Kleindienst ' turned = from
the judge, his face contorted
with grief and his eyes wet,
and left the courtroom im-
mediately. ‘

He later told reporters
outside the courthouse that
he had never lied to the Sen-
ate Judiciary ~Committee
and that the ITT matter had
been properly handled by
the Justice Department.

“As I stand here today, I
never felt in my heart that I
perjured myself,’*'% Klein-
dienst said, his eyes still
red.

He pleaded guilty May 16
to a misdemeanor charge of
refusing to answer questions
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put m. by members of
the "Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee in March and April,
1972. »

Kleindienst didy#in fact,
answer the quesfions in-
volved in his indictment,
However, subsequent events
indicated he had failed to
tellithe truth.

The logic of the charge
drawn by Special Prosecutor
Leon Jaworski was that be-
cause he had failed to an-
swer “accurately” he had
failed to answer the ques-
tions.

Jaworski, after negotiat-
ingiwith Kleindienst, appar-
ent‘fy decided not to bring
pegjury charges, although
members of the committee
staif have drawn up a list of
four possible perjuries and
two ' instances where it ap-
peared information was
wit;]%held.

fgworsld’s move, which
hejdiscussed with former
Special prosecutor Archi-
+bald Cox, has brought him
considerablel criticism and
ignited the first major inter-
nal.explosion on the special
prosecutor’s wtaff. Three
lawyers working on the ITT
investigation quit. =

Appearing with | is law-
ver, Herbert J. er Jr.,
Kleindlenst told Hart, ‘I
will abide by and accept
your judgment.” .

Hart said Kigindienst
would, have brought. “great
credit” on himself had he

answered questions aceur--

‘ately" but that such aetion

might have brought “dis-"

credit-on another *individ-
ual.”fa. L

TheJudge said Klein-
dienst’s action was  “not
based ‘on deception but on 2
heart {too loyal and consid-
erate 'of the feelings of oth-
ers.”. ' :

He *spoke of Kleindienst’s
persgnal life as above re-
proach, of his Teputation as
a man of ‘‘highest integrity
and loyalty threughiis Iife’
and said he was “universal-
ly respected and admired.”

e judge then sentenced
n'to' one’month in prison,
088100 %ine . and suspended
" thefsentence. He placed him
!on a month’s ‘unsupervised
. probation. . '

Speaking to reporters la-
ter, Kleindienst said he was
‘‘very humbled and very

- flatered” at Hart’s, re-

| marks.

“It was a very emotional
experience,” he said. ;
He said he had .done his

duty as he saw it “and here
I am today.” ;

Pressed by reporters on
why he had not told the sen-
ators the truth about his tel-
ephone call from President
Nixon ordering him to- drop
the"appeal of an ITT anti.
trust case, he stated:

“The direct question wag
never put to me. -

On March 8, 1972, in re-
sponse to a question from
Senator Edward M. Kenne-
dy (Dem-Mass.) Kleindienst
stated:

“In the discharge of my
responsibilities ags the acting
attorney general in these
(IT:;;) cases, I was notinter-
fered with by anybody 3t the

; White House. I wag not im--
portuned. I was not ‘pres-
. sured. I was not directed.”

Kleindienst, 50, is the first
former member of g Presi-
dent’s cabinet to he indicted
on criminal charges growing
from his official acts since
Secretary of the Interior Al-

. bert Fall was convicted in
~ the Teapot Dome scandals
of the 1920s.

Kleindienst still faces the
possibility " of disharment.
Officials of the bar ‘associa-
tion . in Washington have
launched preliminary in-
quiries to decide whether he
should be prevented from
practicing law. w B
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