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1KEY IMPACT FORESEEN

Defense Aide Says Court Is
Likely -to Admit More

Tapes as Evidence
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Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, June 6—
President Nixon was named last
'r‘ebruary by a Watergate grand
jury as an' unindicted co-con-

spirator in the alleged attempt.

to cover up,the Watergate
burglary, his lawyer, James D,
St. Clair, confirmed today.

The disclosure, which had’

been- closely guarded in secret

y;

i

court hearings on the case,

compiletes the circle of conspir-
acy alleged in the indictment
handed up March 1 by the grand
jury and explains what was
contained in the mysterious
briefcase handed to the.judge
at that time,

nificant impact on the upcom-
ing trials, tying in the Presi-
dent’s remarks and meetings
with. aides in the Watergate
matter as possible evidence in
the case, rather than excluding
them as merely comments of
an outsider whose aides were
conspiring.
Effect of the Action

“If they tie him into' these
crucial meetings, this ‘means
there’s an umbilical between
him and us,” said one defense

attorney for the six men
charged in the ,cover-up com-
spiracy“*‘\?"‘Thwt” hat troubles

me.

The report of the grand
jury’s action regarding the
President was first published
today in the Los Angeles Times
— although numerous other
news articles had suggested
iwhat the jury had done. Mr.
iSt. Clair confirmed the report
when ‘newsmen asked him
about the Los Angeles article.

The news is expected to have
a political impact on the Pres-
ident and on his chances both
at the impeachment hearings in

It is expected to have a sig-

rthe House and in his etfort§fto

7 resist turning over further tape-
‘ recorded conversations sought

_in the case.
“It is going to have a hell of

an impact on the Hill,” said an-
ther defense attorney speak-
ing of impeachment efforts on
Capito! Hill.

«What it means in terms of _

our defense is that a lot of
those conversations that they
held are admissible in evidence.
And it makes the White House
position far weaker in resist-
ing tapes requests.”
Surprise for Committee

House Judiciary Committee
members were caught by sur-
prise by the disclosure. Though

{committee staff members ap-
' parently knew of Mr. Nixon's
lstatus as an unindicted co-con-
‘| spirator, they had not yet in-
formed the committee members.

Severa] members asked about
it said it had little bearing on
their duty to judge the evidence
for'".impeachment. However,
some said it might hurt the

President politically.

Defense attorneys who have
seen the list of unindicted co-
conspirators said today that
there were “no big surprises”
on it. It is believed that the
other names include those who
have already pleaded guilty in

" |the case and agreed to coop-

erate with the special Water-
gate prosecutor, Leon Jaworski.
St. Clair late today ‘asked
Judge John J. Sirica to make
the list-of co-conspirators pub-
lic, arguing that since the mat-
ter of the President’s role had’
already been published. there |
seemed no need fOr further sec-
recy.
Judge Sirica had issued a pro-
tective order sealmg the names
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4of co-conspiractors. He said he
Would discuss the matter to-
‘morrow in Federal District

Court at an. open hearing with|

lawyers for both sides.

Mr. St. Clair, who spoke to
reporters this morning as he
Wwas entering the Judiciary Com-
mittee room for the impeach-
ment hearings, said;Mr. Nixon
had been informed of ‘the grand

jury’saction three or four weeks
‘ago,
The President, he said, “re-

;gretted” the grand Jurys action
.and considered it
prlate ”

© He also said the President
.thought the grand jury did not
_have all the evidence in the
icase and had come to a wrong

" rconclusion.

‘, Gerald L. Warren, the Presi-
. dent’s deputy press secretary,
'said at a news briefing that
“all the evidence taken together

mappro-'

proves the President’s inno-

‘cdice.”

# s«In a meeting April 17, 1973,
ith Henry E. Petersen, head
.the Criminal Division of the

‘Justice Department, Mr. Nixon

discussed the possibility of his

aides being named 'unindicted
co-conspirators and said that if

‘this occurred they “would then

be immediately put on leave.”

The remark is in the edited

transcripts of tapes released by

the White House.
«Mr. Warren was asked if the

President might be considering|

such action for himself.

“I'm not going to accept’
'questions such as that relating |

to the President of the United
States,” he said, obviously
‘1rr1tated

_The possibility that the Presi-- »

dent ﬁt, actually: be a co-
consp;rator though unindicted
was underscored May 24 when
‘Mr. Jaworski asked the United
States ‘Supreme Court for ac-
cess to tapes of 64 conversa-
tions, all. but one of them
including Mr. Nixon as a par-
ticipant.

At that time Mr. Jaworski
said that the 64 conversations
‘had occurred in the course of
“the criminal conspiracy.”

The defendants in the cover-
up case are John N. Mitchell,
former Attorney General; H. R.
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlichman
and Gordon C. Strachan, for-
‘mer White House aides; Robert
'C. Mardian, a former aide fo
' Mr. Mitchell, and Kenneth Wells
Parkinson, lawyer for the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President.

Colson Off the List

Associated Press

James D. St. Clair, Presi-

dent Nixon’s lawyer, dis-

cussing action of the
Watergate grand jury.

Charles W. Colson also
named in the original indict-
ment, was dropped following
his plea of guilty Monday to
charges in another Watergate-
related case Mr. Colson is to
be sentenced later this month
and has agreed to work with
the special prosecutor.

The Watergate grand jury,
‘empaneled on June 5,°1972, and
still going, brought the first
indictments against seven men
for the burglary June 17, 1972,
of the Democratic national
'headquarters at the Watergate
office building.

On March 1, the grand jury
handed wup indictments to
‘Judge ' Sirica along with the
sealed: briefcase that the jury
instructed should go to the
House . impeachment investi-
gators.

Judge Sirica, after a court
hearing, agreed to turn it over.

The grand jurors at the time
were reported to have voted

unanimously to send the mate-
rial to the House.

It appeared from the indict-
ment itself, that a, central flg-
ure was missing.

In counts 40 through 44, the
alleged payment of hush money
to E. Howard Hunt Jr. was
discussed, then apparently acted
upon. Although some of the
discussion took place in the
President’s office, there is no
mention of it.

However, at that meeting,|
according to the White House!
transcripts, Mr. Nixon, talkmg'
about the payment of money to!
Mr. Hunt, said, “Would you:
agree  that’ that’s the prime;
thing that you damn well bet-|
ter get that done?”

" “Obviously,” Mr.
rephed )

Mr. Jaworski has said public-
ly that he does not believe a
sitting President can be indicted

Dean |

in a crxmmal action.




