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Report on Haldeman Aide’s Testimony

‘Secret

By Bob Woodward
and Carl Bernstein

W ashington Post

Washington

President Nixon last year
told his White House Chief of
Staff H.R. Haldeman that
money from a secret fund
woull be made available for
Haldeman’s legal defense in
the Watergate: case, accord-
ing to accounts of secret tes-
timony given to the Senate
Watergate cominittee.

The President told Halde-
man that the money was
kept by Charles G. (Bebe)
Rebozo, the sources said,
and included as much as
$400,000.

Under normal circumstan-
ces, there is nothing illegal
about the payment by any-

one of legal fees for criminal
defemdants.

However the office of the
special Watergate prosecu-
tor has charged in the Wat-
ergate: coverup, indictment
fhat payments made in 1972
and 1973 to the seven origi-
nal Watergate defendants
were illegal because the
money was allegedly pail to
buy the silence of the de-
fendants.

The coverup
against the President’s for-
mer aides, including Halde-
man and John D. Ehrlich-
man, charged that the al-
leged purchase  of silence
constituted an obstruction of

. justice.

- The information on the de-
fense fund was supplied to
the Senate committee last

indictment

month by Lawrence M. Hig-
by, who was previously one

of Haldeman’s chief assist-

ants in the White House. the
sources said.

According to the accounts

of Highby’s testimony, the:

President made the offer to
Haldeman about April 30,

1973, the day Haldeman re-’

signed. from the White House
staff.

The sources said that Hig-
by told Senate investigators
that money [rom .the fund
also was going to be made
available to Ehrlichman.

Asked about the allega-
tions, Deputy White House
Press Secretary Gerald
Warren declined to confirm
or deny them. He, however,
issued the following state-
ment: .

“"This pattern of contrived
and selected leaks from the
Senate Watergate secret tes-
timony is becoming outra-

. geous. Once again the testi-

mony -given in private has
been selectively leaked in an
obvious attempt to prejudice
public opinion agaisnt the
President. Eventuallym em-
bers of the commiitee will
see how the staff has mis- -
usedt hec omymitiee, violated
due process and made a
mockery of congressional in-
vestigate authorityv.”

John .J Wilson, the atlor-
ney for Haldeman.s aid that
he was unaware of anv such
arrangement to pay the le-
gal fees through a secret
fund by Rebozo or anyone.
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