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Political Information

Washington

The White House obtained
some political information
about President Nixon’s op-
ponents but no evidence of

“national security’**leaks
from 17 secret wiretaps in
1969 on government officials
and news reportersgmem-
bers of the House Judlmany

Commitiee dlsclosed yester
day. #

The committee members
said that in one case elec-
tronic surveillance of a for-
mer White House aide who
had become an advisar to a
Democratiec presmen'ual
contender continued for 19
months, after the FBJ con-

cluded the wiretap “‘pro-
“duced nothing significant
from ‘the standpoint of dis-
covered legks.”

In addition, President Nix-
on was said by several
members to have passed on
to subordinates the discov-
ery, lrom wirelap informa-
uon supplied by the KBI,

that former Secretary oi Ue-
- fense"Clark M. Clifford was
rreparving - to criticize Mr,
Nixon’s Vietnam policies ﬁl
1970.

The disclosures emerged
from a day-long, closed im-
peachment hearing centered
on: the issue of whether clan-
destine domestic  surveil-
lance activities of the Nixon
administration had been le-
gitimate nationa! security
onerations or illegal viola-
tions of the rights of citizens
to be protected from govern-
ment eavesdropping.

Some committee members
described the evidence as a
combination of national se-
curity 'ventures and efforts
that produced political intel-
ligence.

The panel heard a 12-
minute segment of a volun-
teered White House tape
recording of a July 24, 1971,
meeting at which Mr. Nixon
voiced alarm to aides that
the New York Times had

hat V

_ constant,
~ lance’ of Senatof Edward M.

published a news_account
,giving details of the U.S.
plans for strategic arms lim-
itation talks with the Soviet

Union.
Representative Waltér
Flowers (Dem-Ala.) said

the matter seemed to. him
to have been a case of lecflt-
1mate securlty concern. But
Flowers also said that the
administration had obtained
some information from do-
mestic wiretaps “that ap-
pargmlv was used in connec-
tion *;vith political act1v1ty 2

n §@ddltion to the 17 wire-
taps — 13 on government.of-
fic1als‘; and four on newsmen
— the Judiciary Committee
ezamined evidence dealing
with .the following clandes-

" tine activities:

» Undercover investiga-
‘":ns. conducted on behalf of
the White House beginning
in 1970 by two former New

“ork City policemen, John
J. Caulfield and Anthony T,
Ulagsewicz, Committee
sources said evidence- indi-
cated a proposal by H. R.
Haldeman, the former White
House chief of staff, w0 get
-24-hour _ surveil- #

Kennedy (DeméMass.) was |
rejected by Caulfield be-
e risks of de

e The dovelopment in J'Q@O
of the so-called ‘‘Huston
plan” to spv on suspected
domestig.adicals by using
B = specified in

an as
— asvburglary and wiretap-

ning. Committee membegs i

said they had no evideiice {o
support. ‘the “White House
contention the plan was
abandoned after five days.

' ® The formation in 1971 of
the White House special in-
vestigations unit, dubbed
‘“‘the” Plumbers’’ because of
its mission to plug security
Inaks. It was the “Phimb-
er,s” unit that allmfed‘y
“~oke into the office 0" g
dlifornia  psychiatrist in
Sentember. 1971, jn search
of files on Daniel Flisherg, a
former patient of the ps yc*}n-
atvist.
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