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House Judiciary Committee members listened yester-
day to a taped conversation:in which President N1xon
decided on a 1971 increase in milk price supports and
generally agreed it prov1ded no evidence that he acted
in response to.a pr om1sed $2 mllhon campaign contribu-

“stion.

~Several .Republicans = said |
it ‘the decision, wotth -
eraln hundred million dollars
to the dairy industry, ap-
peared to be a political one
‘based, as the President has
conceded on the belief that
Congress. would force the, in-
crease and that-he mlght as
well act first to reap the polit-
ical benefits.

But most of the President’s| i

severest critics said that noth-
ing' said in that March 23,
1971, White House meetlng

hnked the price-support in-| |

crease and the promised cam-
paign money as part of the
deal. - ‘

Some members said other
documentary evidence assem-
bled by the impeachment in-
quiry staff went further to-
ward. showing a link between
the two events. The committee

has obtained records of the|.

Senate. Watergate committee,
which has received sworn tes-
timony that reaffirmation of
the $2 million pledge was de-
manded by John D. Ehrlich-
man, then a top White House
| aide, before the price mcrease
was announced.

The committee has re-
quested but not obtained 46
other tapes of White House
conversations  that
‘would shed light on'the chain
of events set off by the Presi-
dent’s milk price-support’ deci-
|sion — between the time :he
made it on the afternoon .of
March 23 and fhe time it was
publicly announced two days
later.

The inconclusive plcture the
committee now  has of the

milk matter may cause it to
icall as a- witness Charles. W.
iColson who was the Whlte
House ¢

Daniel Ellsberg case ‘an 'has
e*(pressed a willingness to co-
operate’with prosecutors.”

it ‘hoped |,

sev- |’

Several members said that

|

| what Colson was to do with

1974

des

JUN 6

rduring the final two minutes
!l of the 30 minute tapqueonver
sano : 8,

the ‘was. present and.‘heard
them and.did not d;saﬁprove
‘Whether the President knew

the information is not clear,
The -committee staff has
said it has information of ‘this

© 'said,
crease was announced. The in- |

sequence of events
See IMPEACH Al7 Col. 1

IMPEACH From Al

In 1970, Assomated - Milk
Producers,dInc,, a big dlary co-
operative, pledged $2.;mililon
through Colson for' the Presi-
dent’s 1972 re-election cam-
paign. The President knew
this when he set aside an Agri-
culture Department action
and ordered the higher prlce-
support levels.

Immediately after the meet-
ing where Mr. Nixon made his
decision, the staff said in a
memo to committee members,
Ehrlichman contacted Colscn
who immediately contacted

Murray Chotiner, former close.

political associate of the Presi-
dent and then attorney, for the
dairy interests. Chotiner"
now dead.

During the next two days,
the staff said, dairy represent-
atives held a series of meet-
ings around the country, reaf-

J firmed their campaign pledge

and raised $25,000 of it. After
this occurred, the staff memo
the price- support

‘paign contributions.”

in- i

«dustry later contrlbuted sev-
‘eralhundred thousand dollarsf
to the campaign.: .

The - committee yesterday
hearnd three tapes of presiden-
tial ‘conversations, all occur-|
ring  on. March 23 1971. The:
first'was a telephone call from
then Secretary of the Treas-
ury John B. Connally who, ac-
cording to the staff memo,
stressed the. dairy 1ndustrys
political po\"/ver d potential’
for making;, arﬁp:ffgn ‘contribu-
‘_Comm1ttee members
said this tape gave them little
help because they could hear
only the Pre51dent’s responses
to whatever’ Conally was say-
ing.

The second tape was of a 50-|
minute meeting that mormng
between the President and
dairymen, in which he report-
edly thanked them for past po-
litical support but made no
mention of money.

. The third was. the 30:minute
afternoon meeting of the Pres-
ident and seven top aides
when he made his decision.

Rep. Charles Rangel (D-|

NY), one of the. Pre’s1dents[

Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman (D-
N.Y.) said, however, that the
tape made‘f“a fa1r1y damaging
case.” W

Rep. Harold V. Froehlich (R-
Wis.) conservative supporter
of the' President, said: “You
can read into it anything you
want.”’

Reﬁ Jerome Waldie (D-
Calif.), who favors impeach-.
ment ‘now, told one reporter
that “the tape is open to interp-
retation both way,” but told
another it reinforced his belief
that “price “supports were in-
creased in response to cam-

Rep. John Conyers (D-
Mich.), another strong critic of
the President, told one re.

_porter “it’s not clear” whether |

|there was a connection be-
tween,pmce supports and cam-
paign:money, but told another
the tape was “very damning.”
Rep. James Mann (D-S.C.)
said: “There was a discussion

ITT

of evidence he hasheard at the

of what  ‘political benefits

money P

Rep. Lwrence J., Hoga
Md.) said; as others ‘have, that:
he didn’t ‘think the milk or
cases would prowde
grounds for impeachment
it [a committee recommenda-
tion to impeach] comes; it will
be in the area of Watergate
and the cover-up,” said-Hogan.

' James D. St. Clair,-the Pres-
ident’s counsel, sa1d ‘yesterday-
morning he considered it
“very doubtful’”

closed committee seeions that .
the committee would vote for '
impachment. But Ronald L.
Ziegler, Mr. Nixon’s press sec-
retary, 'said last week he
would not be surprised if the
committee did recommend im-
The committee moves on to-
peachment.

day to examine behind closed
closed committee sessions that
doors staff evidence‘on other |.
by the White -House “plumb-
ers” and other act
tie surveillance.




