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- NTXONSOVIET TRIP
 KPROBLEM FORTY

- Could Overlap Coverage of
Impeachment Hearings

By LES BROWN ;
President Nixon’s visit to the:
‘ Soviet Union late ths month,)
- which is likely to receive sub-
. stantial live television coverage
, in the United States, may over-
"lap the single portion of the
" House Judiciary Committee’s
: impeachment hearings open to
- television cameras.
If that should occur, network
: news officials have observed,
‘there might be the odd jux-
taposition of impeachment hear
ings on one network and the
" President in Mowcow concur-
; rently on the other two.
‘ Under the - rotating plan
cagreed to by ABC, CBS and
NBC, one of the three, in turn,
" would be responsible for carry-
ing the hearings each day. The|- o R

. others would exercise their ow . >
" news judgment on whether t|yesterday that the sessions that|worth of coverage, They cite unanimously to allow coverage.

' carry it simultaneously or pres-|might be open—those involving|the swirl of questions that still Considering such a vote un-
,ent regular programing. ~The|the testimony of witnesses, the|t.;uple the committee regard-|likely, certain network news
substantive significance of each|committee’s subsequent debate ing television coverage. Those|official beli h :
day’s session of the hearings|and possibly also the voting by’ Bls clalg now belleve that tele-
would determine whether there|the 38 members—would not be-|include concern that confiden-|vision access to the hearings
would be singular or multiple|gin until the latter part of June|tial material may be interlaced|will be scant and sporadic. One
coverage, according to the new|because of the committee’s de-\with the public material pre-|news division chief said he ex-
. executives. cision to conduct the entirelsented to the committee and|pected television coverage to
President Nixon’s arrival in|Phase on evidence in closed|that the televising of witnesses|be only “an in-and-out thing,
Mowscow is scheduled for June|sessions. Since Mr. Rodino stilll who are under indictment|limited to an occasional session
27. The phases of the Judiciary|intends to conclude the hear-lmay be prejudicial to their|of a token nature.”
{ Committee’s hearings open to|ings by mid-July, the aide said,|forthcoming trials. Representatives of all three
television would begin a few|that would leave television with| Furthermore, they observe,|networks have complained that|
days earlief, or possibly the|two or three weeks of access.|the final debate and voting on|the information from the Ro-
preceding week, according t| Some network officlals have|the articles of impeachment to|dino committee on what they:
‘an unofficial agenda of the|begun to doubt that television|be recommended to the House|/may cover and when has been
* committee. . will have even that much ac-|of Representatives will be held hazy and tentative. “It is an|:
. An aide to the panel’s chair-|cess to the Rodino hearings,|as a committee meeting, which|ad hoc committee whose mem-
. man, Peter W. Rodino Jr,lafter they were initially given|would be closed to television|bers make up their minds as
i Democrat of New Jersey, said/to expect some two months’'unless the 38 members vote they go along,” one said. .
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