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Governors
Urge Nixon |
To Give Data

By David S. Broder

Washington Post
Seattle -

A bipartisan group of lead-
ing governors urged Presi-
dent Nixon yesterday to sub-
mit all White House tape

recordings and other im- °

peachment evidence the Su-
preme Court and Congress
order him to turn over — or
face the consequences.

In a joint interview pre-
ceding today’s opening of
the annual governors confer-
ence, four Democratic and
two Republican state execu-
tives agreed that any refusal
on Mr. Nixon’s part might
cost the President his office.

With one exceptw,n-—Ore—
gon’s maverick¥Republican
Tom McCall — they said
that impeachment would
leave fewer questions and
doubts in the public mind
than a Nixon resignation.

McCall, who disclosed that
he has been discussing a
possible 1976 ‘‘third force”
presidential movement with
such diverse figures as Eu-
gene J. McCarthy and
George Romney, argued
that impeachment is “‘a ludi-
crous procedure” which
“will prove nothing at all de-
finiti

He impeachment
" the “least awful” of the
“terrlble alternatives.”

Wh.ﬂe 1m{peachmen’c ques-
tions dommated» the ques-
tioning of the
on NBC’s “Meet
yesterday, the sta
tives are making a deliber-
ate effort to demonstrate
durmg their session here
that the state capitals have

escaped the taint of Wash—_

ington’s scandals.
For the first time in many

years, neither the President

nor the vice president is ap-
pearing on the conference
program, and the chlalrman
and host, Washington Re-

turmoil, the states and their
laaders may very well be

Lt

sort of the bedrock of the po-
htlcal"' tem.” L

1ng' from the cus-

. tom of focusing on the prob-

lems in their relationship
with the «national govern-
ment, Evans has designed
the conference to showcase
“the state of the states”—a
condition which he said yes-
terday is characterized by
both fiscal prosperity and
political stability.
Yesterday, however, the
governors let reporters lead
them into the Watergate
questions and found agree-
ment on the proposition that
Mr. Nixon must reverse his
stated intention to refuse to
comply with any further re-
quests for evidence from
Congress or the courts.
Asked if Mr. Nixon should
comply - with subpoenas or

+ court orders for tapes and

other documents, Evans,
McLCall and the four Demo-
crats on the panel — Wen-
dell Anderson of Minnesota,
Jiné;ymy Carter of Georgia,
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Wendell Ford of Kentucky
and Daniel Walker of Illinois
— gave a unanimous ‘‘yes.”’

Carter, however, added
that he did not think the
President would release sny
more evidence, because *‘I
personally think that the
President is guilty and I
think that the release of evi-
dence will prove it.”

Carter, the head of the

' 1974 Democratic campaign

committee, said he believes
Mr. Nixon “has made a de-
cision that the best grounds
on which to face an im-

. peachment charge .is on the

failure to release evidence,
even if demanded by the Su-
preme Court or the Senate
it88lf during the impeach-
ment trial.”

. But the Georgia governor

prédicted that stand would .
cost the President the sup-
port of “most of the South-
ern senators who are con-

Mr. Nixon’s policies.”
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All the governors: but
McCall agreed that the,im-
peachment process is pref- .
erable to a presidnetial res-
ignation.

Ford, who is opposing Sen-
ator Marlow Cook (Rep-Ky.) .
in November, said he had -
originally favored resigna-
tion, but switched his stand
when many Republicans —-
including Cook — started
calling for the President to -
step down.

He conceded that there
might be a political advan-
tage for Democrats like him-
self in having Mr. Nixon in
office through November,
but said the sudden Republi-
can demand for a resigna-
tion made people think “that
they were ftrying to hide
something, to sweep it under




