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Mgw@morams_wﬁoém&w Decision on the Merits

A current White House conceit is
that if Mr. Nixon- walked across the
Red Sea on his coming visit to the Mid-
east, the press would cite the miracle
as proof he couldn’t swim. Discount
the paranoia about the press and that
story asserts a measure of truth. 2

The truth is that foreign policy is
not playing a big role in the impeach-

ment proceedings. Despite the diver-

sionary tactics of the President and his
lawyers, the House Judiciary Commit-
tee is finally beginning to show deter-
mination to make a judgment on the
merits.

Abundant evidence shows how little
foreign policy now weighs in the im-
peachment process. The disengage-
ment arranged between Israel and
Syria last week, for example, was a
tremendous achievement. Everybody

acknowledged it—and gave -all the-

credit to Henry Kissinger.

Even the coming visit to the Soviet
Union is being discounted within the
administration as a “no-win summit.”
The H.mmmoism is that the best Mr.
Nixon can get is an agreement mn<m=o.
ing arms control. =

Such an accord would, of course,
evoke widespread praise. But Mr. Nix-
on’s chief hope in beating the impeach-

ment rap lies with the conservative -

Southern’ Democrats and Western Re-
publicans in the Senate. That is the
group in the Congress most apt to be
turned off by an arms control agree-
ment with Russia. .

“The House Judiciary Committee has been
ma#mﬂm? slow to take offense :m&:& t:w
Pdmimi s Ssv\mﬁ

Foreign policy, to be sure, is :we the
only card the President has to play
mm&sm» HvamowSmﬁ Thete is also.the
fight being waged by his special
Watergate counsel, James St. Clair, in
the courts and the Congress. Like any
good -defense- lawyer, Mr. St. Clair is
trying to tie up the case against his
client 'in procedural: conflicts. Last
week it became apparent that abun-
dant difficulties hedged the matter of
the Watergate tapes which are now be-
ing sought by both the Watergate spe-
cial prosecutor and the House .E%B.
ary Committee.

Without exactly @mﬁsw S0, Ea St.
Clair has linked the two um@:mmem. :
case testing -the right of the mvmem;
‘Watergate prasecutor to subpoenia the
tapes was accepted- for early judgment
Friday by the Supreme Court. Though

Mr, St. Clair lost his petition to have:
the case first considered . by an appeals..

court, he is well-placed to make the ar-
gument that, as an employee of the ex-
ecutive branch, the special prosecutor
cannot go against the orders of the
President.

" If he wins that case in the ‘courts,

Mr. St. Clair will be in good position

‘to say that the ruling applies to the
_.subpoenas, issued by -the Judiciary
. .Committee, Thus:

: ;he may ' cast a
shadow over the Judiciary Committee

.with an argument which applies only
.8 the special prosecutor.

The committee has been mxﬁmsmq
slow to take the offensive against St.
Clair. Chairman Peter Rodino and
chief counsel John Doar have tended
to give the President the cmsmme of all

procedural doubts.

At a meeting last week, for mmeBm

: Jerome Waldie—a . California. Demo-

crat who has mozmg to- force the pace

" ‘Ztried to get an opinion from the com-

mittee counsel on whether Mr. Nixon’s

- refusal to turn over the tapes was not

in contempt of Congress. Chairman
Rodino gaveled him down.

‘When Mr. Waldie 'moved that the

‘committee vote on the contempt issue,

his motion was put down by a vote of
27-11, with all 17 Republicans and 10
UmEoS.m_“m. including Chairman wo.
dino, voting against him.

But the 11 members who in effect
voted to hold Mr. Nixon in contempt
should be compared against the five on
the last similar vote. One who went
along with the majority, the Missouri
Democrat William Hungate, literally

" held his nose as he voted.

Moreover, the committee did vote,
20-10, to warn the President that con-
tinued refusal to produce the tapes
could be considered grounds for im-
peachment. The letter to the President
expressing that view was a tough, no-
nonsense note written by the commit-
tee in open session after a more obse-
quious staff version had been rejected.

Finally, various members are begin-
nins to assert themselves. For exam-
ple, Ray Thornton, a Democrat from
Pine Bluff, Ark., delivered a truly elo-
quent statement on the supremacy of
the House in impeachment matters,
which helped beat back an effort to
refer the demand for the tapes to a:w
courts.

To be sure, the committee seems 8
have reacted with excessive caution to
the evidence of the Watergate cover-
up. But the punctilious forbearance
fostered by Mr. Rodino and Mr. Doar
is being worn down by Mr. Nixon’s
continued defiance. More and more
there is emerging the question: How
many times does the President have to
streak before the Congress says he has
no clothes?
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