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Impeachment

fest gains
favor in U.S.

By William Theis
" Chief Examiner Washington Bureau

. American grassroots leaders generally now favor the

- impeachment process as the right way to determine Presi-
dent Nixon’s Watergate guilt or innocence and are disdain-
fuh of the resignation alternative that he also rejects.,

“All but a very few of the opinion makers contacted in a
national Hearst Newspapers survey predicted that inflation
and the economy will top Watergate as an issue in this
year’s elections.

. That feeling was reflected from the nation’s goVernors,
“convening today in Seattle for their anmual conference,
“down to local leaders of both parties and representative
business and labor spokesmen.

 Most of those interviewed want the impeachment in-
quiry to go ahead full throttle. Some view the investigation
“now in the House Judiciary Committee as a “cleansing”
for the body politic as well as a judgment of the President.
-And they regard a pressured resignation as a bad preced-
“ent for the office and the country. :

This “political pulse” survéy provided mixed .opinion
- on how badly Republican candidates would be hurt by Wa-
tergate. Texas Republicans reported a “demoralizing” set-

back in their-drive to build a two-party. system there and
. were “perhaps hardest hit by the shock of the Watergate

| transcripts.

- The reports came from Hearst newspapers in ;Bosto'nﬂ,
‘Baltimore, Albany, Seattle, San Antonio, San Francisco

-and Los Angeles, and from special correspondents in De- |

.troit nad Atlanta. They follow:

:‘By David Ahern .

*  BALTIMORE — Leaders in Maryland, which iiade
rscandal a household word in 1973, want impeachment pro-
iceedings against President Nixon to be pushed ahead full
“throttle. N R
; They don’t think the President should resign and they

. are not sure what effects Watergate will have on the 1974
election races in the area.
%

. ' Democratic Gov. Marvin Mandel said he favors isn-
tpeachment. '

f,?l'I‘homas Jr., said he hoped the constitutional process would
»get the facts out as soon as possible and the government
tcould ‘“‘get on with the business of r‘m}ning the country.”

State Republican party llead,%%state Sen. Edward P.
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\ere, s0. favors ]aet g;mpeachmem processrunamd
)pposes aprggld a}#, f‘, gnation.

¢ But Evans’ Repubhcan colleague across the Columbia
guver, Oregon Gov. Tom McCall, hasn’t changedhismind

since March ‘when he became the nation’s first govemor to
¢a11 for the President’s resignation.

“The President shouldn’t. put us through the agony of
impeachment and trial,” MecCall said. ““If he is not going to
open up, he should resign.” -

© TIdaho Gov. Cecil Andrus ai ﬁemocrat agreed mth
McCa]l

° : Yor 2 ot
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By Sharon Watkins

. SAN ANTONIO — Texas Repubugams ust gaimng a
foothold after years of efforts to bmld a two-party state,




are plainly discouraged in the wake of the Watergate tran-

seripts. ‘ ; »

;w n a state where two housewives spent their own money

for newspaper ads and collected 12;000 pro-Nixon “cou-

pons” in a scrapbook for the President, congressmen re-

port they still receive about as much pro-Nixon;as, anti-
Xon mail, Sy

ut for Republican workers and officeholders Who must
translate public sentiment into votes there is tacit agree-
ment that Watergate has weakened the state party and
slowed its hard-won momentum,

. ‘Mrs. Nancy Palm, Republican chairman for Houston’s
Hpqrgs County, says the transcripts were “demoralizing
ahdggevastaﬁng to the morale of the average Republican
worker.”, , h

i %sexas Democratic congressmen make strong state-
ments about the President’s handling of Watergate, but
there is' almost total unanimity against demanding the
Ptesggent’s resignation. S

e In San Francisco . . .
BS' S&éney Kossen , ' _ .
i SAN FRANCISCO — Most opinion molders in this area,
uicluding editorials in the San Francisco Examiner, favor
the impeachment route in deciding President Nixon's fate.
But Républican candiddtes wish the impeachmétit process
ould be 'speeded up — reflecting concern about the politi-
cfa.l impact of Watergate dragout. :
| There is nothingso indicate that White Houselefforts to
Knock down resigm talk is responsible for support of
tl}jie impeachment affernative. .
i Gov: Reaganfﬁ'bspectiv *76 GOP presidential candi-
- date, has consistently defended, Nixon onrthe pﬂﬁgle that
one must be presumed innocent until proven othe e,
Reagan opposes Nixon’s resignation - because ‘it will
leave everything unresolved.” = | , = ;
i Conservative State Sen. John L. Harmer, running for |-
:ﬁf Republican nomination for lieutenant governor in the
Luesday primary, says: “I’ve encountered a great deal of
aynicismron the part of the public over Watergate. It is not
sb much ‘anti-Republican as anti-incumbent.”’

e InLos Angeles . . . g
By Jack Brown | *; .
; LOS'ANGELES — Political leaders in Southern Galifor- |

!ll&a generally feel the impeachment ,praoe“ﬁ's;iﬁhould%vé car- | |

ted outto determiné President Nixon's role in the Water-

gate affair and establish “once: and: for all” his suilt or
I Whetl Republican they expres

| Butiithey split oty partisan lines in declaring whether
Jatergdte will be jor-issue in.congressional elections,
ompared with s ketbook problems as il;glaﬁon :

and uneyiploymént.
: opinions came from Charles T. Manat,’South-
nia Democratic chairman and Richard E, Gul-
epublican chairman for Los Angeles Co ty. .

#, an attorney, said the, ‘“fairmess. dbetrine”

h the President his day in court,

4 son said Watergate would have little effect on
giphhe il campaigns, but Manatt felt the affair would give

he Democrats 40 to 50 more seats in the Congress.
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? In“Albany ‘o
By Vie Ostrowidzki

i ALBANY (N.Y.) — The Watergate fallout isn’t ex-
; pected to poison New York’s political atmosphere this fall.

. 1If Watergate does play a role, it will probably: have
nimal effect on statewide candldates

But Republicans running in local races may be hit
rder. by Watergate, especially if their Democratic oppo-
npnts try -to lump Watergate thh pockethook 1ssues in their
c?mpalgn atfacks. Vo 17 et smia

; Repubhcan and Democratlc poht1c1ans now beheve

that Pre31dent Nixon should stlck it out and go through the
imwacMent process

'
Hi

“If he’s guilty we'll get rid of him, X ‘he’s innocent,

‘he’]l be able to govern,” Albany County Repubhcan cha1r-
man Joseph Frangella said i in an interview.

B In Detroit . . .
By Robert L. Pisor .

. DETROIT — “Watergate did us in” decla¥8d Mithigan
GOP Chairman ‘William McLaughlin after the Democrats’

"By Sa.m#lophns

stunning upset victory in Vice President Ford’s old Grand

»

Rapids district.
In the troubled Republican spring of 1974, the GOP
went zero for'three # special elections in the Great Lakes

aréa. Many Democrats have begun to envlsmn a November
sweep similar to the landslide of 196(4 '

Post-election surveys by Market Opinion Research in
Michigan s 5th and 8th districts indicated voters abandoned
their tradtional Republican voting habits for a single rea-
son: to , s%‘ messge of disapproval to Washington.

ss, demands for Mr. Nixon’s resignation are

: e Great Lakes states, and political leaders —
both Democrat and Repubhcan — seem prepared to aceept
the 1mpeachment process now under way in Washington.

° In Atlwnta.. s

» ATLANTA — A survey in the Southeast md1categ-,, 105t
Southerners are still reluctant to lash out pubhcly at Presi-.
dent Nixon over the Watergate scandals even since he re-
1eased his tape transcripts to the House Judxclaf"& Gommit-
tee. B &

In fact, the transcripts seem o have made people more
rded with a silent wait-and-se¢ mood prevailing. -

. Most people see inﬂahon as a bigger issue in electmns
this “year than Watergate

i




