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Sen. Percy

arning
To Nixon

Boston

Republican Senator
Charles H. Percy of Illinois
said yesterday he will vote
to convict President Nixon
in any future impeachment

trial #f ‘‘he places himself
clearly above the law and’

the Supreme Court.”

“We cannot have anation
-of constitutional law if any-
one places himself above

the Constitution,” Percy said’

at a news conference. “‘And
I feel it only fair to advise
the White House of this posi-
tion because I feel it very
deeply and strongly. Be-
cause in a sense the Presi-

dent has said the Constitu- .

tion applies to everyon but
the President.” :

Percy
reference to Mr. Nixon's re-
fusal to turn over more
White House tapes of Water-
gate-related  conversations

made no specific .
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Release of
Evidence Delayed

Washington

‘Chairman Peter W. Rodi-
no of the. House Judiciary
Committee decided yester-
day to keep the preliminary
impeachment evidence se-
cret at least until the hear-
ings are opened to the public
in two weeks or more.

White House counselor
Dean Burch promptly as-
sailed the decision and said
the President is not being
treated fairly.

‘“For three weeks we've
had secret proceedings, in-
terrupted by spasmodic

“leaks,” he told an informal

press conference on the
White House lawn.

“The time is going to
come when the committee is
going to have to call wit-
nesses.”

According to the cbmmi.t-
tee, that time may still be at

least two weeks in the fu-
ture. < O Ay
The <committee voted

Thursday.) against opening
the hearings until the staff
review of evidence for the
members is completed in
private, and yesterday Rodi-
no dropped consideration of
whether to make public the
material the committee: re-
ceived during the firstei
days.

The committee has m3
tained that Mg
closed sessions to awd
jeopardizing judicial px o-
ceedings against Water
de‘fendants but Burch s d
the interests of the Prg‘
dent should prevail.- &

United Press

to the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. But he said, “I think
the House power is absolute

impeach
United Press

in the
process.’




