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Of Jaworski’s Independent Role

Tells Senate Panel He Will
‘Use Appropriate Means’
 to Protect Prosecutor

By LESLEY OELSNER
Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 23—At-
torney General William B. Saxbe
promised today to ‘use appro-
priate means” to support the
independence of Leon Jaworski,
the special Watergate prosecu-
tor. .«

He gave his pledge to the
Senate  Judiciary Committee,
which had sought assurance
from him after Mr. Jaworski
complained on Monday of im-
proper interference by President

ixon.

He repeated Iz}-nis aisuir&nﬁes -
to reporters, telling them that .
Mr. ,gaworsk,i wasg secure in William B. Saxbe, Attor-
his job. ~ ney General, talking to

Mr. Jaworski is technically reporters in Washington
Mr. Saxbe’s subordinate in the yesterday about position

Department of Justice; as Mr. :
Saxbe told the reporters, the of the special prosecutor.

Attorney General is thus the!
snly official entitled to dismiss Mr. Nixn to undercut the pros-

n Jaworski. . ecutor’s independence in viola-'
“1 have_ no intention to doltion of both the President’s
50,” he said. own statements and the char-

The concern over the POssi-(ter outlining the prosecutor’s
bility ‘that-Mr. Jaworski might|duties.
be dismissed stemmed from the| My, Jaworski, for his part,
disclosure Monday of a dispute|said that the President’s argu-:
between' Mr. Jaworski and the|ment would make a “face” of;
Presidentover the prosecutor’s|hjs role.
authority—and “the fact that| wyr. Saxbe promised the Sen-
Mr. Nixon order the dismissal ate Judiciary Committee during
of Mr, Jaworski's predecessor, his confirmation hearings last
Achibald Cox, after a similar|yintor that he would reject any
dispute over authority, - . |improper orders by the Presi-

Brief Filed by St. Clair  |dent to fire the special prose-

The" cause of the -Jaworski-|cutor. .
Nixon dispute was a legal brief| He also told the committee
that the President’s chief de-that he would not resign, unlike
fense counsel, James D. St.|his predecessor, Elliot L. Rich-
Clair, had filed during closed|ardson, who quit as Attorney
court proceedings before Judge|General rather than carry out
John J. Sirica of Federal Distric/Mr. Nixon’s order to discharge
Court. Mr. Cox.

In the"brief, Mr. St. Clair ar-| The President, Mr, Saxbe
gued in effect that Mr. Jawor-|said, would have to dismiss
ski wasdn employe of Presi-|him. . .
dent Nixon in'the executive| The chairman of the Judiciary
branch and that as a result; he|Committee, James O. Eastland,
could not-pursue in court his Dem:oc-ra_t of Mississippi, wrote
attempts to get evidence that/Mr. Saxbe yesterday on behalf
Mr. Nixon wanted to withold. |of the committee and asked

Judge Sirica found that this|him to reaffirm his promises
argument was an “attempt” by|of last winter,

- 5 | Mr. Saxbe gent his response
to Mr. Eastland this afternoon,
repeating almost verbatim the
relatively mild phrases such as
“appropriate measures” that
Mr. Eastland had used.

Mr. Saxbe, who was blunt
and outspoken in his first few
months as Attorney General, |
haslately toned down his pub-
lic remarks following criticism
directed at him for some of
|them. He has also stopped, at
least for the imoment; the
‘weekly: meetings with: report-
iers at which he made many of |
the remarks that led to «the:
criticism. oz 3 ® ]




