Authorized Watergate

WASHINGTON, May. 23
(AP)—A convicted Watergate
conspirator, James W. Mec-
Cord Jr., says in a book re-
leased today that he believes
President Nixon set in motion
both the Watergate break-in
and the subsequent cover-up.,

“I believe that the Presi-
dent knew of ‘the cover-up
long before March 21, 1973,”
Mr, McCord says in the book,
“A Piece of Tape—The Wa.
tergate 'story:- Fact and Fic-
tion.” Mr, Nixon has said he
first learned of the cover-up
from. the then White House
legal -counsel, John W. Dean
3d, on March 21, 1973.

“T' ‘believe he set it [the

cover-up] in motion in June |

1972;.“Mr. McCord says, ‘“just
as I believe he had set the
original operations in motion
in the spring of 1972 by ap-
Proving-ite, e

_



