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'Magruder's New Story

Washington

~ Convicted Watergate con-
spirator Jeb Stuart Magru
der says he suspects Presi-
dent Nixon demanded and
received the full story of the
Watergate break - in imme-
diately after it occurred and
then kept ““in close personal
touch” with the coverup.

: Magmder ‘deputy director
. of Mr. Nixon’s re election
"f;;‘gampaign, who was sen-

¥

" tenced to a mm1mrmn of ten
months’ imprisonment Tues-
day for his role in planning
and concealing the
break in, says he based his
suspicion on “my knowledge
of how the White House op-
erated.”

He makes the comments
in his soon - to - be pub-
lished book, “An American
Life: One Man’s Road to
Watergate ”

of the President, Magruder
served as a special assistant

to Mr. Nixon and deputy "

director for communications
in the executive branch
from October, 1969, to May,
1971.

Gerald L. Warren, deputy
White House press secre-
tary, said yesterday in re-
sponse to Magruder’s state-
ment that Mr. Nixon has re-
peatedly said he first

 learned of the coverup on
“March 21, 1973 nine months

after the break in at Demo-
cratic headquarters at the
Watergate.

Magruder writes that for-
N. Mitchell and ex - White
House chief of staff H. R.
Haldeman possibly kept the
truth about the operation
from Mr. Nixon, ‘“‘either to
shield him from involvement
or cut of fear of his wrath.”

He adds, however, “I
think it much more hkely
that he. would demand the
truth and they would pro-
vide it.”

Magruder’s statements go
well beyond his Senate Wat-
ergate committee testimony

last June 14 when he said he
had “no knowledge of any
input from the President”
on the coverup.

Magruder also expands in
the book on Haldeman’s al-
leged early knowledge.of the
coverup, which Haldeman
has denied.

He tells of a January,
198, meeting with Halde-

. man where Magruder says

he told him of the planning
of the break-in, the coverup
and the perjury to keep it
concealed.

Frank Strnckler, Halde-
terday that Haldeman’s
White House appointment
logs show he held no . meet-
ing with Xagruder in Janu-
ary, 1973, and that in a sub-
sequent, tape-recorded tele-
phone conversation with a
Haldeman aide, Lawrence
Higby, Magruder denied he
could implicate Haldeman.

Magruder’s book covers
his pre-Watergate experi -
ences in the administration
as well. Some of the sca-
thing comments he makes
about aides close to Mt. Nix-
on perhaps explain w

Whlte ‘House comment on

the day of his sentencmg
was so icy.

Press Secretary Ronald
Ziegler, Magruder says, was
““stubborn, unpleasant, bare-
ly competent and power
hungry.”

Magruder described
-Charles W. Colson, the for-
mer: special counsel to the
President who is a defend-
ant .in both the Watergate
co "p and “plumbers’’
cases,-as “‘an evil genius.
His brilliance was undenia-
ble, but it too often applied
to encouraging Nixon’s dar-
ker side, his desire to lash
out at hls enemies, his in-

t for the jugular.”
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