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DANEL HINTNIXON |

KNEW OFCOVER

REFORE DAY ITED:

yv

ternationaliTelephone and Tele-
graph Corporation.

He also failed: to respond” to
'the committee’s subpaena for
‘a number of additional taﬁes
‘about the Watergate case,. 'ljhe
tdeadline set by the committee
~for answering the subpoena: *js
ftomorrow.

The March 21 conyersation
had been con31dered the most

Rodmoﬁhees POSSIbIlIty That‘l crucial of the Watergate tapes

Pertmenl‘ Material Was
Déleted in Transcript

Nlllmes \
WHITE HOUSE IS SILENT.

Doar. Ordered. to Apbroeich
St. Clair for Clarification -
—No Subpoena Reply. -

MAY 2-2—13M—
By JAMES M. NAUGHTON .
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON May 21—
The Housé J\udicxary Committee:
raised tonight the possibility
that President Nixon may have

and 1t generated new gontro-

o versy today. One committeg

.{member said tha;' in.a key
passage in the CODV&I’SH!UOH on

“IMarch 21, Mr. Nixon said that

the White House “should buy

'time,” as the President’s’ tran-
scripts - show—by meeting the
money demands of E. Howard.
Hunt Jr., a convicted" Water-
" gate burglar ¢
Other’ committee sources said
that an explebed deleted from
the White! House | transcript
sould have' a bearmg on -the.
,entral issue of whether Mr.

,ontmued on Page 28, Column- l

known of White House involve- -

'ment in the alleged Watergate
cover-up before March 21 of
last year.'

The suggestion, if confirmed

by the impeachment inquiry,
would refute the President’s

frequent assertion that he first -

learned . of - the scope of the
cover—up attempt at a meeting
on March 21,1973, with John
W. Dean 3d, the former White
House legal counsel. _

The chairman, Representative
Peter W. Rodino Jr,, Democrat
af:New Jersey, speaking for the
é'ommittee, rajsed the possi-
bility tonight, after -the-panel

heard the one-hour-and-43-min- |

ute ‘recording of the- March 21
meeting.

Mr. Rodino said that the key .

conversation may have taken

place on March 17—four days '

earlier—and that, if so, the
pertinent part of ‘the discussion
'had ‘been omitted from the
edited ' March 17 transcript
made’ public three weeks ago
by the White House. 1
The committee directed John
M. Doar, the special courisel on
impeachment .to “confer as
soon!

“as possible” on ‘the issue
with-James D. St. Cldir,Mr.
|Nixon’s chief defense ‘counsel,
“to ‘seek clarification” of the
matter, Mr. Rodino- said ‘at an
eveping news briefing

‘Meanwhile, Stass

Clair

withheld once more‘any re-

sponse to the committee’s re-
quest for tapes of Presidenfial
conversations that
concerned contributions from

allegedly’

dairy cooperatives and the In-

aNixon -approved:“the- payment

\time”—rather - than ‘“can buy.

g‘lﬁ*ﬁer that same day.™
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of more hush money that day
to Mr. Hunt.

Committee sources dlsclosed
'meantim-e, that in the March
21 conversation, one of the ex-
pletives deleted by the White
House appeared to have a bear-
ing on the crucial 'issue. of
whether Mr. Nixon had ap-
proved the payment of “hush”
money that day to E. Howard
Hunt Jr., one of the convicted
Wateigate burglars. * -

.As recounted in - the edited
White House transcripts, "Mf.
Nixon told Mr. Dean on March
21 that he apparently had “no
choice” but to come up with
the $120,000 that Mr. Dean
said Mr. Hunt was demanding
to continue his silence about
the involvement of White House
officials in “seamy” activities.

The transcript provides this
continuation of the discussion:

© Mr. Nixon: Would you
-agree that that’s the prime
‘thing that you damn well
- better get that done?

Mr. Dean: Obviously [Mr.
Hunt] ought to be given
some signal anyway.

Mr. Nixon: (Expletive de-
feted), get it .

The ‘committee sources said
that the missing expletive was
an emphatic “God damn it,”
apparently, as the sources in-
terpreted it,: encouraging Mr.
Dean to carry out some pay-
ment to Mr. Hunt.

‘The Watergate grand jury,
in a cover-up  conspiracy in-
dictment returned March 1, al-

Jdgged that a payment of, $75-
j0° to Mr. Hunt was: arranged\

Nixon-ziegler Talk Cited

Mr. Rodino said the issue of
Mr. Nixon's-possible awareness
of the Watergdte cover-up prior|
to the March 21 meeting arose
in connection with a discus-
sion between the President and
his press. secretary, Ronald L.
Ziegler; on June- 4, 1873. =

. According to Mr. Rodino, the
Judiciary Committee has in its
files the recording of that
meeting. The chairman said
that it showed that Mr. Nixon
had spent “a number of hours”
on June 4 listening to various
Watergate recordings and that
he then ‘“described those con-
versations to Ronald Ziegler
and others.”

"Mr. Rodino said that; based ity
" on the June 4 tape, it appeared

that one of the meetings Mr.
Nixon described that day was;

Jprint and did not contain any

of a session on Ma.rch 17 With
Mr: Dean X

Efforts” made by Tlie New
York Times to seek ' comment
from the White House.. .about.
Mr. Rodino’s remarks were un-
avaihng night. - :

- Althotigh the Judiciary Com- .
mittee subpoenaed the March
17 recording, along with 41
others, the President refused to}
surrender all 42 conversations
and instead made public edited
transcripts.

“Mr. Rodino satd that’ the
March 17 transcript “consists
of a little over three pages” of

mention of the “potential lia-
bility of White  House and
Nixon re-election:campaign of-
ficials in the Watergate affair.

“We don’t at this time, sug-|
gest that it was' deliberately
withheld,” Mr. Rodino told re-
porters of the apparently miss-
ing portion of the transcript.
Mr. Doar said, in reply to a
question, that it-may have been
releted as an “oversight.”

The committee counsel also
said he had no' independent
knowledge that the implication
contained in the June 4 discus-
sion—that the President was|
aware of cover-up activities be-
fore March 21 of last year—
was. correct.

“There is mo suggestion the
entire meeting -[on March 17]
was devoted  to: Watergate,”
Mr. Doar said. “We just don't
know.”

The March 21 -conversation
itself had the most impact ta
date -on members of the
Judiciary Committee. Several
of them ‘who were interviewed
late today said that ;hearing the
actual voices as Mr. Nixon, Mr.

|Dean and H. R. Haldeman, thel

former ‘White House chief of’!
staff, discussing . Watergate’
hush money and other matters
had been devastating:
Representative Walter, Flow-
érs of Alabama, a conservative

|Democrat, told’ reporters that
" |the March 21 disciission was

the “most important” he had
heard. 0

According to the White House
transcript of that meeting, Mr.
Nixon and the two senior aides
discussed such matters as
whether they might raise $1-
million to pay Mr..Hunt and
other Watergate conspirators
and whether they could justify,
-matter of “national secur-
September 1971,
burglary of the offlce of a
psychiatrist whohdad” treated
Dr. Daniel Ellsberg.




QZ@, ‘Democrat of Californig
and a leading advocate of Mr.
Nixon’s impeachment, said that
the President appeared “im-
perative——in’ command” on the
March 21 tape. /'«

“There was .qio hesitancy in
his voice,y, Mr.i; Waldie said,
characterizing/. the President’s
attitude 'C('lek rd  the hush
money payments.;

The committee’s second-
ranking Republican, Represent-
ative Robert McClory ofillinois,
said that it was possible to
interpret M, Nixon’s comments
on the Magch. 21 tape as those
of a devil’s'zdvocate, “at least
in part.” But he added that he
did “get ai'little bit more from
‘the March 21 tape than from
the others” the panel has heard.

Mr. Roding declined to say
when the ~committee might
act to subpoena the IT.T.
and dairy case tapes and
documents. )

The panel had asked Mr.
St. Clair to.give Mr. Nixon’s
final answer to the request
for the material by yesterday,
but Mr. St. Clair promised yes-
terday” to provide the reply
today. Mr. Rodino said that Mr.
St. Clair had told the commit-
tee this afternoon, however,
that he had.not yet received
his instructions on the matter
from the President.

Mr. Rodino suggested that
the committee might take up
the subpoena- issue some time
next week, if the White House
has not provided the materials
by then. or has refused to say
if Mr. Nixon will.

Tape of Nixon and Dean _

Earlier, at a'closed morning
hearing, committee - members
heard—and drew ‘diametrically
different judgments from—the
tape of a two-hour conversa-
tion involving the President and
Mr. Dean on March 13 of ‘last
year. Ba . .

According . to: the published
White House-edited transcript
of that meeting, Mr. Dean told
the President ‘that Gordon C.
Strachan, a former aide to Mr.
Haldeman, had withheld infor-
mation about the planning
of the Watergate burglary from
Government investigators.

Mr. Deai$ described Mr. Stra-
chan as “tough as nails” and
said that if .called before the
Senate Watergate committee,
Mr. Strachan:could “go in and
stonewall - and - say, “I don’t
know anything abput what you
are talking #hout” He has al-
ready done it “twice, you know

R.
Wal

in interviews.”’
© Mr. Nixon replied, according
to the transcript:

“T guess he should, shouldn’t
he? I suppose we can't call that
justice, can we?" -

Although a number of com-
mittee members said that the
tone, context, voice inflections
and rapidity of answers in.
such discussions could deter-|
mine their substantive meaning
— and, accordingly, the panel
must have tapes and not tran-
scripts—there were wide dif-|
ferences as to the content of
the March ‘13 tape. -

“The truth is there hasn’t
been anything in these tapes
yet implicating the President
in spitting on the street, even,” |
said Representative Charles E.
Wiggins, Republican of Cali-
fornia, after hearing the March
13 discussion. Another Republi-
can, Representative Delbert L.
Latta of Ohio, agreed. !

“It would be a good idea
to play the tapes publicly,
to let the American people,
judge,” Mr. Latta said. “I think,
this March 13 tape was very:
much in favor of .the President!
let [the public] hear his sur-
prise.” ‘

Representative < Charles B.
Rangel, Democrat of Manhat-
tan, told reporters that the
March 13 tape had reaffirmed
his judgment of the transcripts
that’ “we are talking about a
President who makes it very
clear that he doesn’t want to
know the facts.” Mr. Rangel
added:

“You see frightened, scared
people running in absolute panic|
and not dealing with the
morality of the questions but]
trying to sée how they can
prevent the impact from the
immorality that’s happened.”

Most committee = members
withheld comment on the mean-
ing of the recorded conversa-
tions or their bearing on the
inquiry into the President’s
conduct.

But a number, bolstering
their contention that Mr. Nixon
must turn over the tapes of
any discussions relevant to the
inquiry, said there were sharp
differences between . hearing
the words and reading them
in transcript form.

“The difference in my
opinion,” said Representative
George E. Danielson, a Califor-
nia Democrat, “is another 50
per cent, maybe 100 per cent.
The tones of the tapes is alive,
it’s real. A tape has personal-

ity to it. You could really tell
what people meah.”



