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2 Judiciary
Members on
The- Leaks

Washington

Two House Judiciary
Committee members, a Re-
publican and a Democrat,
agreed yesterday that im-
peachment hearings should
be opened to the public to
‘prevent news leaks. But
they said White House criti-
cism of such leaks was
“hypocritical.”

Representatives Wayne
Owens (Dem-Utah) and Wil-
liam 8. Cohen (Rep-Maine)
also said the 1300 page
White House-edited tran-
script of President Nixon’s
taped Watergate conversa-
tions was inadequate for
their inquiry because of
~deletions and ambiguities.

The two men were inter-
viewed on CBS’ “Face the
Nation.”

They said that because
some information presented
in closed session has been
leaked to the news media,
they would support a propos-
al to open the hearings to
the public and television
cameras.

Cohen said it was a “de-
plorable act” for any com-
mittee or staff member to
leak information. But, he
added, “If is somewhat in-
consistent, if not ‘hypoeriti-
cal, of the White House to
complain with moral out-
rage- about selected leaking
when thére appears to be
some selected editing” of
the transcripts released by
the White House.

Owens indicated he agreed
and added that the Judiciary
Committee has gained little
new information during 19
hours of closed hearings.
Any well-informed reader
would know “90 per cent” of
what ' the committee has
iearned, he said.
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