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By Robert G. Kaiser

Washington Post Foreign Service

da, the official Soviet Com-

day published an unusual arti-
cle on relations with the
United States which séemed
to: contain a subtle warning
that President Nixon may not
survive in office.

signs that the Soviet authori-
ties are trying to prepare the
public-for a possible.change of
presidents in Washington. Un-
til recently, Soviet propaganda
organs. virtually ignored
Watergate, and! have never
ispeculated on its possible con-
sequences. T )

(In Warsaw- the Polish Com-
munist Party newspaper Poli-
tyka came out with a strong
editorial supporting Mr. Nixon
but telling its readers, “The
President who could have
gone down in history as the
President of peace is'at bay.”)

The speculation now is opa-
quely worded, but analert So-
viet reader will understand
the new message. G

The main theme of Pravda’s

. article today is" that despite
the difficult domestic political
situation, and the activities of
opponents of detente, the
main lines of Mr. Nixon’s for-
eign policies are supported by
politicians of both parties and
a majority of the public.
“Pyecisely this allows the
ruling circles in America to
follow the course setygin the
two Soviet-American summit
meetings . | . despite. all the
complications and contradic.
t;ons of the internal politiéal
situation existing in the coun-
try,” Pravda said, 1
Ins other worgs, “those
“ruling circles” — a1 Upower-
ful In the Marxist worlg view
— will stick to the path Presi-
de_nt,Nixon and Soviet' Party
chtlef Leonid I. Brezhney have
set. =
) Pravda also describes ag
fantasies” suggestions® that
the Soviet Union would try
“to. use the internal difficul-
ties Oof the American adminis.
tyatmn to get some conces-
sions from it.” = %
Pravda’s article is signed. by
R. Vasilyev and V. Slavin, nei-
ther staff writters on the pa-
per; Such unfamiliar bylines
on a major commentary. give
them added weight.
There was another example
of the shifting: Soviet position
onyMr., Nixon'sesurvival pros.
pects’ on tele
Yuri Zhukov,

MOSCOW, May 18 — Prav-.

munist Party newspaper, to- | lid when' another

Pravda’s carefully worded .
article is the latest of several |

nr

Soviet Union will rémain va-
resident
takes office in America.

Of course, Zhukov replied,
Mr. Nixon signed for the U.S.
government, and the signa-
tures remain valid. Zhukov
implied. he was talking-about
the President who will take of-
fice "after the 1976 eglections,
but this formality +did not
change *‘

According to reporﬁs““ circulat-

ests Vi

& message. s
ing in Moscow, closed meet-||

ings of branches of the Com-
munistBagtyrare beingread a.
newrepobl on:ithetWatergate
affair tl
embassy. in Washingt Ac:
cording™o unconfirmable’ re-
ports,this document is‘aifrank
evaluation of the seriousness
of the President’s current dif-
ficulties. g
Yet the Sonviet Unifon has
shown' no interest in postpon-
ing or canceling the' Presi-
dent’s planned visitf next
month, or in risking any open
insult to Mr. Nixon. “As long
1as he is the President we will
treat him like a President,”
one Soviet official observed
recently. G
Pravda’s only referentces to
Mr. Nixon’s visit were guota-
tions from Sens. Mike Mans-
field (D-Mont.) and . Hugh
{Scott (R:-Pa.) that the Presi-
dent must go to Moscow
“enjoying the full support of
|the  American people.” '
here Pravda avoided usi
Nixon’s name. = 9
~ Diplomats here generally
agrée the Soviets have no
other choice. The men in the
Kremlin do not want to jeop-
ardize improved relations with
the™United States so they will
do’nothing that could be inter-
preted as exploiting = Water-
gate. !

Mr.

SQI}}g r(;iipl'anlgat's:;yfhgre‘ feel,
'that the ‘Soviet pregeciipation |
with maintaining 'dé enite actu-
ally strenghtens Mr‘ 'Nixon’s!
hand,  déspite his “domestic|
problems, since the’ Soyietsl
will be anxious to avoid any
‘impression that they' are tak-
ing advantage of a 'weakened |
‘President.

Taking short term advan-
-tage now, these diplomats rea-
-son, would damage 'Soviet in-
| terests in the long Ttin, when a

" new and :stronger President is

vision recently. :
Pravda’s chief|!
o, —--"
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| in the White House.

prepared: by ‘the,Soviet |
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Polish P¥ise Nizian,
Criticize U.S. Press

Agence France-Presse

WARSAW, . Mayi'-18—The
| Polish Communist Party news-
! paper Polityka today came out
‘With a strong editorial sup-
porting President Nixon and
castigating the U.S. press for
tormenting him with the
“juicy” sensations of Water-
gate ‘

Giving the United States cri-
sis of conscience over Water-
gate a great amount of ‘space
for the first "timejin Poland,
Polityka said Mr. Nixon ap-
peared hunted down by the

‘press, Democrats and the ene-
mies of the East-West 'detente.
Thé article'is signed by Pol-
ish journalist Daniel Passent.
Previously Polish newspapers,
like other Eastern bloc coun-
tries have handled the story
very discreetly and quietly.
Polityka did not challenge
the accusations against Presi-
dent Nixon. But it said,
“urgent internal and foreign

affairs are waiting. This "is
why what began as a cheap]
burglary in a hotel does not!
interest only the American
people.”

! Polityka said Mr. Nixon was

blackmail” from his col-
leagues. ““He is more and more
obliged to save his own skin |
which progressively limits his!
possible achievements as Pres-
ident.” .

The newspaper noted that
Congress would deal with im-
peachment. But it said so far
Nixon had not been proved
guilty. -+

Polityka outlined Mr. Nix-
on’s successes in foreign af-i
fairs by contrast with the inter-
nal -affair of Watergate. His
presidency had brought about
an“improvement in East-West
relations, concrete results in
the limitation of strategic

|

arms, the development of
trade,the Vietnam- ceasefire
and hopes of an end toythe im-
passe in the Middle Easf, Poli-
tyka said. % it

As for the Democrats, the
newspaper suggested = that
lacking a leader around ‘whom
they could rally they had
united “in their aversion to
Richard Nixon.” g, =

Polityka accused thet U.S,
press and the enemies of the
detente of having lain in.wait
for just such an opportunity
as Watergate presented. i#

For the press Watergaté was

Lven: under “pressure and threat of “a very tasty tit-bit”, the paper

said. This “juicy” sensation al-
lowed the press to “torment”
Mr. Nixon with impunity. :

Polityka’s editorialist "~ de-
scribed the two Washington
Post journalists who had first
uncovered the affair as having
found the-goose that laid the
golden egg. He noted they had
made several thousand dollars
from Playboy magazine. = . .

Polityka’s editorial ended
with a question mark as to
whether  President  Nixon
would survive. It told the Pol-
ish ~people: “The President
who could have gone down in
history as the President of
beace is at bay.”
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