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Cadillac Brake Failures  Reported

By J ack Anderson

General Motors hasn’'t both-
ered to warn the owners of one
million 1968-72 Cadillacs still on
theroad thata m',\vstenons brake
failure, called “phantom
brakes,” may plunge them into
an accxdent atany time.

Nor has GM notified the fed-
i eral government, which moni-
tors such defects. Yet the
strange brake malady, which
can afflict a Cadillac without
warning and vanish ‘before it

reaches the garage, has been|

'{known to GM since 1968.

There have also been rarer re-
ports of “phantom brake” fail-
ures in Chevrolets and Oldsmo-
| biles.

GM has denied to us that any
of its cars have dangerous |
brakes. Said a spokesman: “The
brakes on the Cadillac ... are
among the most effective in the
industry ... tested thoroughly
under the most exacting condi-
tions for millions of miles..

“Every failuer,” he added has
a specific definable -cause.
Whenever an alleged braking
complaint is filed, Cadillac at-
tempts to determme the cause.”
The same is true, he said, for
| other GM models.

Yet we have had access to doe-
uments, which GM seems to
have hidden in its deepest files.
These reports, which we have
made available to the Center for
Auto Safety, dispute the dis-
claimer from Detroit.

Not only have “phantom
brakes” caused sudden crashes,
according to the documents, but
the GM wizards may not even

'know what causes the terrlfymg
brakefailures.

A typical experience was re-
ported by Ethel Harris who was
driving her Cadillac sedan in
New - Kensmgton, Pa., at about
35 miles péf hour. Ahead she
saw cars stopped ata light.

She pressed on her brake pe-
dal, but to her horror the pedal
sank flat on the floor, Thinking|
quickly; she swerved off the
road to avoid injuring those in
the cars ahead.

Her decision sent her to the
hospital, with a broken nose and
bad bruises. For the Cadillac
crashed into a house, causing
$2,000 damage to the car and $1,-
000 damage to the home.

Police on the scene tested her
brakes and reported the pedal

‘went all the way to the floor.”
Yet afew days later, a GM repre-
sentative found a “good brake
pedal” and full brake cylinder.
The GM man listed the cause of
accident vaguely as “brake pe-
dalfade.”

The GM documents cite

“phantom brake failure” as the | ©
cause of a crash in Colorado in-
volving a new Cadillac. And in
Georgia, a Fleetwood owner re-
ported two “phantom brake fail-
ures” before a third one sent
him jolting into the rearend of a
Pontiac, causing two injuries
and $2,800 worth of damages.

In the limited number of Ca-
dillac documents we were able
to survey, there were 28 “phan-
tom brake” reports. But the doe-f
uments hint of many more cases,
States one Cadillac official: “We
have experienced several of

been able to dlagnose the
cause.”

. The . suppressed facts in the
GM documents is supported by
additional evidence of our own.
‘The Center for Auto Safety has
-also received complamts from

|'Cadillac owners.

“:A military officer wrote, for
example, that he watched in
horror as his wife pumped “the
brakes down to the floor” and
the big Cadillac 'rolled help-
lesslyinto a crash.

There have been complaints,
too, from the owners of other
GM "cars. An Illinois - lawyer
wrote to us about a Chevrolet
Impala whose “brake pedal
went to the floor without any
brakmg action,” causing three
injtiries, Yet mechanies who
checked the car shortly before
the accident found no defect.
"The Auto Safety Center re-
ceived a similar complaint from
a driver whose Oldsmobile
crashed through a store win-
dow,
 GM sent the master cylinders
of “phantom brake” cars to
brake experts at Delca Mor-

documents. But no final solu-
tion to the problem was found.

The center is preparing a
complaint to the Transportation
Department that GM has had
more than five years to find out
the reason  for _‘*“phantom
brakes” and torecallthe 1963-72
Cadﬂlacs for repairs.

If the Transportation Depart-
ment finds that GM. purposely
concealed the “phantom brake"
dangers from the government

these cases and so far have not

raine,'according to the’iriternal |’

will call for federal pmsecu- ’
tion.

Spying on- J ane—Two yearn
ago, we began a series of €xpo-
ses, based on FBI files, 1*of the
federal government's ‘surveil-
lance of prominent Americans.
One of those being spled«upon,

'we révealed, was anti war Sctive
istJane Fonda

5y wu

“The secret FBI fgle 00 ace
tress: Jane Fonda,” we“Wrote,
"would choke a hxppopotamus »
The sletiths had followed Ker to
college campuses and rmhtaryf
bases around the world,-had
confiscated and copied herper-
sonal address book under-cover
of a customs search, had ob-
tained her conﬂdentxal “finan-
cial records, and had faithifully
recorded her conVersatwns on
national television. The-tran-
scripts were then stamped“Top
Secret.” e

Jane Fonda asked us foT her

e

file, and we gave it to her; She

subsequently filed suit, naming
22 defendants, mcludmg Presi-
dent Nixon. The government
has now responded with. an ad-
mission of virtually all ouraccu-
sations.
In addition, however, the Jus-
tice Department dxsclosed"'that
at various times during pe-
riod 1970-1971 some couvérsa-
tions of the plaintiff wererinci-
dentally intercepted and.over-
heard during national security
electronic survelllance o di-
rected atothers.. i

The wiretaps, the government
lawyers. stated, “were..con-
ducted without a prior jutjeial
warrant”but were “authorlzed
bythe President..

i

and Cadillac owners, the cefter |

©1974, Unlted Feature Syndiamln.

,s?:w’



