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WASHINGTON, May 15—The
White House, which disclosed
some of President Nixon’s most
sensitive conversations when it
released recently the transcript
of some Watergate tapes, ap-
peared to be taking an opposite
tack this week and seeking to
remain silent on the entire im-
ipeachment issue. .

The White House would say
‘almost nothing at all, for ex.
;ample, about whether it would
rcomply with two new sub-
poenas for tape recordings is-
sued by the House Judiciary
Committee for its impeachment
inquiry.

At the regular news briefing
this morning, Gerald L. War-
ren, the deputy press secretary,
said that he would not com.
ment on the subpoenas because
of what he said was a White
House policy of not discussing
matters that were in executive
session: :

He said that it would not be
proper to discuss these matters
and would reiterate_only that
“the * President believes the
House Judiciary Committee has
all the evidence it needs to
make.a decision.”

Mr. Warren said that as far
as he knew there was no
change in the policy enunciated
last week by the White House
counsel, James D. St. Clair, that
the White House would provide
no additional materials on the
Watergate issue.

However, Mr. Warren made
it clear that his statement was
not to be taken as a comment
on whether the President would
comply with the new sub-
poenas. .. .

Although ' the White House
would make n6"public comment
on'the ‘subpoenas, Mr."St. Clair
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Mr. Warren and other White
House staff officials -declined
this week to provide informa-
tion on the mechanics of pre-
paring the long transcripts of
the Watergate tapes. When
asked who haqd prepared the
transcripts, how many | secre.
taries had been involved and
how long the task had’ taken,
he replied, “We are not talking
about that.”

When asked why, he respond-
ed, “It was felt that no useful
purpose would be served by it.”
He would say nothing further.,

However, a source .close to
the White House staff said that

silence was being maintained
on this subject because it was
feared that if those who had
worked on the transcripts were
identified, they might be sub-
poenaed by one of
into the Watergate affair,

Asked about this, Mr. Warren
said, “I have not heard any-
thing about that.” J. Fred Buz-
hardt Jr., the White House coun-
sel wh reportedly was in
charge of preparing the tran-
script, could not be reached ali
week for comment.

Meanwhile, the President ap-
peared to be cultivating support.
Last night, he entertained nine
members of Congress aboard
the Presidential Yacht, Sequoia.
One oaf them, Representative
Richard H. Ichord, Democrat of
Missouri, said in a telephone
interview today that the Presi-
dent had emphatically denied
any guilt in the Watergate
break-in or cover-up and assert-
ed to his guests, “I am certain-
ly not that stupid.”

Mr. Ichord said that although
impeachment ‘had been: dis-
-cussed,” the President had not
asked his guests for support in

an impeachment vote. “No
“No pledges were asked- for,
none were  given,”
Ichotd reported.
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