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Was Cut From Transcript

By Carl Bernstein and Beb Woodware’i
Washington Post Staff Writers
President Nixon, during a meeting in
the Oval Office on Sept. 15, 1972, threat-
ened economic retaliation against The
Washington Post for its coverage of the
Watergate affair, according to a com-
plete transcript of the session.
- Mr. Nixon also threatened in the same -
conversation to “Fix the son-of-a-bitch,”
Edward Bennett Williams, who was coun-
sel for the Democratic National Commit-
tee and also principal attorney for The
Post.

These disclosures are contained in por-/ -

tions of the transeript that Mr. Nixon
withheld when he made it public I6
days ago.

The full transcript shows that Mr.
Nixon said: “The main thing is The Post
is going to have damnable, damnable
problems out of this one. They have a
television station ... And theyre gomg
to have to get it renewed &

Mr. Nixon’s explicit threat that action
would be taken to challenge renewal of
thée license held by The Post Company
occurred during a meeting with his coun-
sel, John W. Dean III, and H. R. Halde-
man, then the White House chief of staff.

Aecordmg to the full transcript, Mr.
Nixon first suggested that retaliatory
actiop be taken ‘against the newspaper,
when-he was informed by Dean that The
Post had assigned “a real large team” to
investigate Watergate.

At the time, two television stations
owned by Post-Newsweek Stations, Inc.,
weré -about: to' séek. renewal of: their li-
censes from the Federal Communications
Commission. Challenges to The Post
Company’s ownership of broadecast prop-
erties were filed by persons closely asso-
ciated with Mr! Nixon and his re-election
campaign.

“They’ve got a radio station ‘too » Hal-
deman added, according to the full trans-
cript of the' Sept. 15 meeting. To which
Mr. Nixon replied:

“Does that come up too?”

A ‘moment later in the conversation,
the President added: “And it’s going to
be God damn active here (in the license
renewal area) ... Well, the game has to
’be played awfully rough.”

The full transcript of the Sept. 15, 1972,

meeting was made by the staff of the.

House Judiciary Committee, which is in-
vestigating the possible impeachment of
Myr. Nixon. A copy of the transcript was
obtained yesterday by The Washington

Post.
Ziegler last night called the leak of the

transeript “a total breach of the rules of |
the commlttee as set forth by the chairman -

See TAPES A10;:Col. 1

White House tape transcripts vary in
several instances with transcripts made
by the House Judiciary Committee.
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White House -press secretary ~Ronald

and ‘vice chaxrman n their,
opening statement ‘and’ absox
lutely contrary to the sligges-
tion that the House committee
tas involved in a fair and dis-
ciplined proceedings.”

. Ziegler said that although he
\_vas not familar with discus-
gions relating to thé Washington
Post, “the Washington Post has
dot and in reality is not facing
any threats from the admxms-
t1 ation.” N

- The Sept. 15 meeting: took
&ace on the same day that
the Watergate grand jury re-
urned its initial indictment
against the seven Watergate
burglars. The discussion of!
the Post occurs durmg a por-:
tion of the meeting in which
various options for dealing
with administration “enemies”
are discussed by the Presi-|
dent, his chief of staff and|
young counsel.

" The discussion about retali-
ation against The Post came
gbout a month and a half
after The Post reported *hat
Nizon campaign contributions
had gone to a Watergate bur-|
glar and several weeks hefore
the paper reported that a
w1despread campaign of po-|:
litical sabotagesand espionage
had been directed by a White |
House aide against the Demo-
crats
" Some members of the House

tened to the D ;
variously descrlbed its' con-
tents as “revolting,” ‘“sickén-
ing,” devastating,” and said
it could damage further the|
President’s fight against. im-}
peachment

¢ The* White House-prepared
transempt of the same Sept. 15
meeting does not include most
of the conversation in which’
Mr. Nixon and his aides dis-
cuss retaliation against those
perceived as enemies of the

-administration. Instead the
‘White House transeript con-
‘tains « the ' notation, “further

cqnvei*saftion following unre-
lated to. Watergate,” at that
mnt in the dialogue.

+A comparison of the House.
Cgmmittee transcript with the,
oné« ‘prepared by the Wlute‘
se also shows that the be-
‘g»of the Sept. 15 meet-
ing, "was ‘eliminated -in the
Wkute House version, which
states‘ “This ‘opens.:just as
De&n ‘comes in'the door.”
‘The dfuller- transeript pre-
ived. by the House Commit-
tee, rhowever;includes - three|
pdges of convérsation between

Haldeman ,and President .
beforg Dean'enters the room.
It opens with Haldeman oh: {i
servig of Dean: “He is one'
of the quiet guys that gets a1
lot done. That was a good
'move too, bringing Dean

” To W-hiC’h the President
replies, “Yeah.”

The discussion of The Post
occurs near the end of the|
meeting on Sept. 15.

Less than two months after
Mr. Nixon’s re-election, four
challenges to the Post-News-
week stations in - Jacksonville
(WIXT-TV) and Miami (WPLG-
TV) were on file with the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
;sion. The challenges are still
(pending.

One Jacksonville challenge

was filed by a group headed by
George Champion Jr., Florida|
finance chairman of the Nixon
‘re-election campaign in 1972
Another challenge in Jackson-
ville came-from a group headed |,
by Fitzhugh K. Powell, a sup-
porter of Alabama Gov. George|
Wallace in 1972. A third Jack-
sonville challenge came from a
group of local businessmen.
. The Miami -challenge was
made by a group that included
two law partners of former Sen.
George Smathers (D-Fla.), a
friend of Charles (Bebe) Re-
bozo. Smathers introduced Re-
bozo to Mr. Nixon.

The Champion group in Jack-
sonville received advice on its
challenge from Glenn J. Sedam
Jr., general counsel of the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President in 1972.'Sedam
later said he took an interest
in the matter as a private law-
yer.

The White House Said in
January, 1973, that it had not
encouraged any of the chal-|
lenges. “No, absolutely not,”
press secretary Ronald Ziegler
told reporters when asked
about White House' involve;
ment.

Larry Israel, pre31dent of
The Washington Post, parent
company of Post-Newsweek
Stations, Ine., said he would
have no comment on the ma-
terial in the transcripts until
he had had an opportunity to

study it.

The version of the Sept. 15
meeting released earlier this
month by the White House
‘does. not contain these por-
tions that the White House
said .« were deleted . because
they were “unrelated to Wa-
tergate”’ “or “presu:lentlal ac-
thIlS 4

Earhe1 m the meetmg the
discussion in the Oval Office.




concerned the Watergate civil
suit filed by“the Deriocratic
Party. Edward Bennett K Wil-
liams was acting as attorney
for the Democrats in that suit
at that time.

“You want to remember,
too, he’s an attorney for The
Washlndton Post,” the Presi-
dent said to Dean.

Dean responded:
aware of that.” .

The President said: “I think
we are going to fix the son-of-
a-bitch. Believe me. We are
going to. We've got to, because
he’s:ashad man.”

The President then main-
tained that Williams “misbe-
haved very badly” in a mat-
ter relating to James R. Hoffa,
former Teamster’s union presi-

Tt

“I'm well

dent, who had been impri-
soneoL.on federal chalges Wil-
liams' was-the ' attorney for|
Hoffa. Hoffa was pardoned by
the President in December
1972. .

It was unclear what Mr.
Nixon meant by Williams® al-
leged misbehavior.

Earlier in the meeting,
Haldeman raised Williams’
name dnd suggested that the
FBI tie Williams up with
questioning.

Haldeman specifically said,
“The bureau ought to go mto
Edward Bennet Williams and
let’s:start ques‘uomng that son-
of-a-bitch: <Keep him. tied . up
for couple of weeks.”

“Yeah, I hope they do,” the
Pres1dent responded.

e nvgr§3t1on
and the second'was a' June’ 30,
1972, conversation among Mr
Nixen, Haldeman and former
xAttorney General John N.
‘Mitchell the day before Mitch-
ell resigned as head of the
Committee to Re-elect the
President.
i At the bmeﬂng Rodino said
there were differences be-
tween the tapes and the edited
transcripts, but he said
whether the differences are
‘substantial “each ' member
| must ]udge ? Rodino 'said he
had reached no conclusion on
whether ommissions in the
ed_lted transcrlpts were dehb-
‘erate. :

Committee member Rep Je-

“|were deleted

The tapes are particularly
significant to the  Judiciary
Committee because it was the
first chance ' men‘fbers -have
had to judge the ‘accliracy of
the White House-edited tran-
scripts by listening to the
tapes through the Committee’s
audio equipment that is supe-
rior to the White House’s.

The. equlpment accordmg to
the Commiittee staff, is able to
eliminate background noises
on the tapes that the V’hite
House equipment picked up.

At a briefing after the after-
.noon’s closed presentation of!
‘evidence by Special Counsel
John Doar’s staff, Chairman |
Peter' W. Rodino (D N.J.) said|
the Committee spent about 40r

mirutes listening to two tapes. |

iclear he:thought the omissions
‘were deliberate..

He described the audio qual—
ity of the. Sept. .15 tape as
“‘excellent,” and added,
shabblness of the Ppe51dent
has been exaggerated and en-
hanced by the portions that
.The =tran-
scripts - are cons1derably in-
complete.”

Rep Edward Mezvinsky (D-
Iowa), another Committee

member, said the difference/

“makes clear that the. edited
transcripts are not the best ev-
idence.”

Rep.  Robert Drinan (D-

Mass.) said. there was nothing|.
~|of substance new in the Sept.
15 tape but said “when you ac-! tape.”

“Thei

b ﬂ'ome Waldie (D-Calif.) made it tually hear it in the Presi-

dent’s voice it makes a bigger
impact.”’ He said he was par-
ticularly struek-by feferences
to plans to block: Watergate
hearings then being teneta-
tively planned by Rep. Wright
Patman (D-Tex.).

A Republican supporter of
the President; Rep. . Charles
Wiggins of Qahforma said .
that the Sept 15 conversation
would not support a charge of
presidential cover-up.

“If anyone tried to make a
cover-up case on the basis of
the Sept. 15 tape, he’d have a
pretty hard time. It would be
impossible,” nggms said.

The June 30 tape, .Wiggins

said, “was not an 1m190rtant




