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- Reinecke Talks :

- Of Latest Poll
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4 By Ralph Craib
% Lieutenant Governor Ed
+ Reinecke, a deeply troubled
« nran, flew back to California
‘ and some more had news
¢, yesterday. :
% _He returned from Wash-
- fngton court appearances in-
« volving his perjury indict-
% ment to learn that his lead-
“ing political opponent, Hous-

ton Flournoy, had edged
"~ past-him in the latest Cali-
~fornia Poll. -

‘Reinecke couldn’t manage

€used prosecutors of losing a |
key piece of evidence in the
case, : “ f
This wag the handwritten |
original draft of the indict-
‘ment later refurned against
Reinecke. o

Prosecutor Richard Davis
accused Cox of creating “in-
credible smoke.” He said
that the handwritten draft
was insignificant in the
‘case. i

In Sacramento, Governor

even a trace of a smile as
he faced television cameras
n a United Air Lines’ lounge
wat San Francisco Interna-

Ronald Reagan, who ap-
i pointed Reinecke as lieuten-
‘ant governor in 1969 when

.Robert Finch went to Presi-
| dent Nixon’s cabinet, said

“tional Airport. _
The leutenant governor,
drawn and seemingly ill at
ease, was greeted by one
handshaking supporter and
by newsmen when his jet ar-
rived from Dulles airport.
He had permission to beab-
sent from .a U.S. District
Court in Washington where
his attorneys were arguing
{ motions to dismiss the indie-
‘tent or, as an alternative, to
move his impending trial to
Sacramento or San Francis-
<0. Y
©7 Until the California Poll
: was released yesterday,
:‘Reinecke held a 41 to 27 per
~r¢ent edge over Flournoy in
“'the race for the Republican
:-gubernatorial nomination in
«‘mext month’s primary elec-
- ton. .
© “These things (polls) -al-
‘ways close as you near an
election,” Reinecke said.
*“This same poll — only a
few weeks ago — showed
only a differential of two per

'ED REINECKE.
' Back from Washington

that he would himself resign
if convicted of a felony while
in public office.” '

his_conversations with for. | But the governor again de-
1 Tohn | fended Reinecke, ““Nothing
inﬁléh%g-orn_ey Gerd ; ju has happened to change my
i mind about his integrity,” |
Invest_lgators have" )N | Reagan said.
?ttemptmg to determlneﬁa - Reinecke’s trial has been
avorable sgttlem.ent of an set for July 15. The judge’s
antitrust suit 'agamgt In§§r~ ruling Friday .Wﬂl afllsogde-
gisgg%glieﬂf’;;‘;ﬁgf " | cide if the trial can be held
:  4hael Defore-the June 4 primary, a
$400,000 pledge from. the: " request Reinecke has made.

Sheraton Corp., an ‘IIT
subsidiary, to underwrite | _
the 1972 national Republican
convention when it was pro-
posed that it be beld in San
Diego. -

Reinecke 'Is accused of
lying -about some details of |-
his own role in arranging
the convention, which was
eventually held in Miami.

He insisted on his inno-
cence " at the brief airport
conference yesterday. “This
is a flimsy, transparent in-
dictment thrust upon the Re-

cent - I don’t think a pyblican Party,” he said.
:}]:ii]g" e nr“leans R “The real indictment

should be of the special k
prosecutor’s office (the staff
of Leon Jaworski, special }
Watergate prosecutor) for |
interfering with' the political |
process in California.” .

As he spoke, the second
day-of the court hearing had
ended in Washington, where
a ruling is to be handed
down Friday.,

James E. Cox, Reinecke's |
attorney, told the court that
evidence against his client
was “‘tainted” and should
not be admitted. He also ac-

M any California Republ-
¢ans, he said, had been
placed “in a sort of holding
pattern” about their choice
for a gubernatorial candi-
date. That would end, he
said, if he could get the in-
dictment ‘“‘cleared up.”

Reinecke expressed bitter-
ness about his present diffi-
“culties. He was indicted in
2n off - shoot of the Water-
gate scandals dealing with




